
Sunday 3rd January 2021 

The Epiphany Pilgrimage 

 

So, our pilgrimage has arrived at what would normally be the pulpit, but 

we have an extra stop on our journey today, the crib. Until today the wise 

men were still journeying but now their journey has come to an end, well 

not quite because they will have to return to their homes but for the 

moment they can rest and worship the king they have travelled so far to 

see. Our crib now contains all the elements of the nativity story and we 

too can gaze in wonder and adoration at the Christ-child. 

 

We know surprisingly little about these wise men, much of what we think 

we know is tradition that has grown around them. We assume because of 

the three gifts that there were only three of them, tradition – in this country 

– says they are called Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, one of them is 

black and they rode camels, none of which is in the Bible. They came 

from eastern lands, they were astronomers – we infer that because they 

watched the skies and identified the new star, somehow they came 

together – possibly from different countries – and set out together on this 

journey, this pilgrimage to find a new king. It was a journey they chose to 

make but it was not necessarily an easy journey. 

 

As we continue on our journey through life what can we learn from these 

wise men? 

Set out on the journey – the wise men, set out on the journey with very little 

to go on, much like the Celtic peregrinati who set off in boats to be blown 

where God wanted them to go. They follow the star until they get to 

Jerusalem, and here they make an error of judgement, they take their 

eyes off their guide and using their logic, go to the palace where they 

expect to find the baby king. Herod, however, doesn’t set out on the 

journey, he sends the wise men in his place. I wonder what would have 

been the outcome if he had gone himself.  

 

Look for the sacred in unexpected places – the wise men thought they’d 

find the king in a palace, instead they find him sharing a roof with the 

animals and yet they recognise him, it’s dirty with animal droppings and 

probably quite smelly but they bow down and worship him, they offer him 

gifts. In your daily life, look out for the unexpected sacred moments. 

 



Don’t ignore your dreams – I don’t mean that you should analyse every 

dream for a deep hidden meaning, mostly our dreams are our mind’s way 

of processing events. Sometimes though God speaks to us through 

dreams, Joseph has a visit from an angel in his dreams who tells him to go 

ahead with the wedding plans, later he’s warned to take Mary + Jesus 

into Egypt. The wise men are warned in a dream not to go back to Herod. 

You will know if you’ve had a dream sent from God. 

 

Be flexible and open to change – is there anything more frustrating and 

annoying than a sat-nav insisting that you go along a road that is closed 

due to roadworks? The wise men had travelled a long way, they achieved 

what they set out to do and now they just wanted to go home. Then God, 

who they probably don’t yet know, tells them that the road they want to 

take is closed to them. Did they grump about it? Possibly. Did they argue 

amongst themselves? Possibly. Did they do what they were told? Yes, 

absolutely, they accepted the change of plan, went home by a different 

route and we hear no more about them. 

 

Their visit was important though, it fulfils Isaiah’s prophecy 

Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 

dawn.                                                                  Isaiah 60 v 3 

 

They are witnesses to the coming of the Light and that tells us that right 

from the start, God intended salvation for all people. The wise men were 

not Jews but they were there to see the Messiah and I’m sure that as they 

returned home they told the story of what they had seen.  

 

We’ve had plenty of blocked roads this year, we’ve had to change plans 

at the last minute, abandon them altogether at times but worship has still 

happened. Christmas still happened. God is still with us. 

 

Is there a ‘journey’ you need to take? 

 

When God shows you a star, set out on the journey and follow where it 

leads. 


