
Sunday 9th August 2020 

Trinity 9 – Proper 19 

1 Kings 19: 9 – 18; Romans 10: 5 – 15; Matthew 14: 22 – 33 

Hearing and Listening 

 

Dame Evelyn Glennie is one of 

my heroes. She is a world-famous 

Scottish percussionist who is the 

first person to make a career of 

being a solo artist rather than a 

percussionist in an orchestra. She 

has done this despite being 

profoundly deaf since the age of 

12. She uses her whole body to 

hear and to listen, in fact she 

calls her body a ‘resonating 

chamber’. Onstage she performs barefoot so that she can feel the 

vibrations through her feet. She says that her mission is to ‘Teach the World 

to Listen’. There is a difference between hearing and listening, it’s possible 

to hear someone without listening to them – children do it all the time! So 

do a lot of adults. 

 

When we meet Elijah in today’s 

reading he is sunk in deep 

despair, feeling alone and afraid 

for his life. He has even asked God 

to take his life, God responds by 

sending an angel to minister to 

him and give him instructions 

which lead him to the cave 

where we find him still depressed 

and afraid. Elijah’s life has been 

full of drama so God doesn’t 

come to him in fire, earthquake or wind, he comes and wraps him in quiet 

peace. Then he gives Elijah instructions that will provide him what he 

needs - companionship. Elijah listens and responds. 

 

Jesus, having just performed the miracle of feeding more than 5,000 

people, needs some time alone with God. He sends his disciples off in a 

boat and escapes into the mountains to pray. Can you imagine the 

conversations that went on in that boat? They had just watched five small 

loaves and two fish become sufficient to feed all those men, women and 

children. Did they try to work out how it had happened, scrabbling for 



explanations or did they accept it as something that Jesus was able to 

do? What were they feeling? Were they still excited by it all or were they 

now more concerned with the changing weather? Certainly, by the time 

they see Jesus coming towards them they have become worried enough 

that he appears to be a ghost to them – I have some sympathy with them 

here, I’m quite sure that if I saw someone walking towards me on the 

water in the middle of a storm my first thought would not be “Oh it’s okay, 

it’s just the Lord”. Of course, Jesus knows this and calls out to re-assure 

them. Then Peter jumps in with both feet – is he just being his usual 

impetuous self, is he still high from the previous day’s miracle or is he 

making sure that it really is Jesus? He was either very brave, very foolish or 

he was completely confident that it must be Jesus calling him because he 

steps out of the boat and begins to move towards Jesus. He listens and 

responds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then, what happens? Does he get distracted by the wind and waves? 

Does his mind catch up with his body? Does he look down, see his feet on 

the water and think “Woah! What am I doing?” Whatever it is, he falters 

and begins to sink but still has enough faith that it is Jesus to cry out  

“Save me, Lord!” (Mtt 14 v 30b). 

 

In his letter to the Romans Paul has been going through some quite 

complex arguments but now he has come back to the simple basic truth, 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.”  
                                                                                                  Roms 10 v 13 

 

which is just what Peter had done. Paul goes on to ask how anyone can 

be saved if they don’t hear the gospel, how can they hear if no-one tells 

them, how can we tell them if we are not sent. The only way to be sent is 

to hear God’s call, listen and respond. 

 

We are not all called to the same things or called in the same way. God 

did not go to Elijah in wind or fire but on the day of Pentecost that is 

exactly how he came. Jesus called Peter out of the boat but when they 



both got back into the boat all the disciples worshipped him and said 

“You really are the Son of God!” (Mtt 14 v 33b). They “heard” and 

responded. 

 

Evelyn Glennie has had to work hard practising to develop her musical skill 

and even harder to develop her listening skills. Just as she uses her whole 

body to listen so we need to use our whole selves: all of our senses and our 

entire body, mind and soul to listen to God. Listening is a skill that takes 

practice, listening to God takes even more practice and sometimes it 

takes courage to then respond to what we have heard but we need to 

remember that we are never alone. Jesus says, 

“Take courage. I am here!” (Mtt 14 v 27b) 

Helen Evans 


