
Sunday 11th July 

Trinity 6 (Proper 15) 

2 Samuel 6: 1 – 5, 12b – 19 

 

Have you ever been the victim of The Law of Unintended Consequences? 

When you have said or done something, either unthinkingly or with the 

best of intentions, only to discover that there were unexpected results 

from your words or actions. An example of this is the government telling us 

all to stay at home to preserve our physical health and well-being. There 

were all sorts of consequences around that decision, some of which had 

been thought of but many were not. The lockdown lasted longer than any 

of us thought it would, the restrictions on our lives have preserved the 

physical health of most of us but the effect on our mental health has 

made itself shown in many ways. I doubt that mental health issues were on 

many people’s lists of priorities when lockdown began but I suspect that 

we have all been impacted in some way and the effects will last for some 

considerable time. 

 

Although it’s not obvious from today’s Old Testament reading, King 

David’s good intentions result in disaster. For reasons known only to 

themselves the compilers of our lectionary have left out 6½ verses from our 

reading today. Before I come to why I find that annoying let’s fill in some 

historical background. 

 

Israel had been fighting a protracted war against the Philistines. At one 

point in the war the Philistines are in the ascendant and the Israelite 

leaders decide that the answer is to bring the 

Ark of the Covenant from it’s place in the 

Tabernacle in Shiloh to the battle-field – 

without consulting God, the Philistines are 

triumphant, capture the Ark and take it away 

to one of their towns. They place it in the 

temple of Dagon, one of their many gods next to an idol of Dagon. The 

next day the idol is face-down on the floor in front of the Ark, the idol is 

replaced and the next day is once again found on the floor with its head 

and hands broken off. Then a plague hits the town, the Ark is moved to 

another town and that is also hit by plague, when it happens a third time 

the people beg for the Ark to be returned to Israel. The Ark is returned with 

a sacrifice and a guilt offering and is eventually taken to Baalah of Judah 



and the home of Abinadab where it remains for 20 years. The full story of 

all of that is in 1 Samuel chapters 5 + 6. 

 

The Ark of the Covenant was made according to instructions given by 

God to be his dwelling place, a symbol for the people of Israel that God 

was with them. It was a holy object but it had no power of its own, the 

Israelites however, had turned it into an idol which they sometimes failed 

to respect for the sacred object that it was. 

 

So we arrive at today’s reading, the Philistines have finally been 

completely defeated. David has established Jerusalem as his new capital 

and has decided to bring the Ark of the Covenant there, to bring it into 

the centre of his kingdom, to have God at the heart of his world. You 

could be forgiven for thinking that it was a single occasion, a great 

celebration of bringing the Ark to Jerusalem. In fact there are two 

occasions separated by those missing verses I mentioned earlier which tell 

us how David’s good intentions caused a tragedy. 

 

Having decided to move the Ark from 

its resting place in Baalah, or Kirath-

jearim as it was also known, David 

ordered a new cart built to convey it 

on its journey. I’m sure that David did 

this to honour the Ark but partway 

through the journey the oxen pulling 

the cart stumbled, one of Abinadab’s 

sons who was accompanying the Ark 

reached out his hand to steady it and 

was immediately struck down by God. David was angry at God for this 

and also afraid, he had the Ark taken to the home of another man where 

it stayed for 3 months during which time the man and his family were 

blessed by God. 

 

Meanwhile, David spends some time reflecting on what went wrong and, 

having been told how the family were being blessed decides to try again. 

This time he gets it right. Moses had been given specific instructions about 

the Ark, one of which was that it should only be moved by using the poles 

constructed for that purpose and by the appointed priests, moving it in 

this way meant that it would not be touched and it wouldn’t have 

slipped. 



 

David also chooses to remove his kingly robes and dress as a priest, he 

takes part in the procession, he sacrifices two animals when the 

procession has safely moved six paces and he dances exuberantly in 

celebration. When the Ark reaches its new home in a specially prepared 

tent David makes more sacrifices 

David offered burnt-offerings and offerings of well-being before 

the LORD.  2 Sam 6 v 17b 

 

other translations call the offerings of well-being ‘peace offerings’. The 

burnt offerings were completely consumed on the altar but the majority of 

the peace offerings were returned and shared in a communal meal – in 

this case it will have formed part of the food that was distributed among 

all the people of Israel. 

 

David’s initial idea to move the Ark to Jerusalem wasn’t wrong, neither 

was wanting to do it reverently and with honour, the mistake was in not 

doing it in the way that God had told them to do it. Stepping outside of 

God’s will takes us off down paths that we never intend no matter what 

our good intentions are. 


