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PAX 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

 
This is a picture from Easter Day last year, just before 
the Sunrise. 
 
Easter is a new day! A new Beginning! And our cry 
is:- 
 
 “Christ is Risen! Alleluia! He is Risen indeed! 
Alleluia!” 
 
The last twelve months may have seemed like an 
extended Lent, but again our churches are open. We 
have been on quite a journey, and I fear there is some 

way still to travel. As followers of Christ, we understand we must now walk on 
to the Ascension, and beyond… to Pentecost! Who knows what the future 
holds? God willing, a new normality will gradually appear. A safe one where 
we do not need masks or need to be fastidious in our hygiene. Sadly, this 
may still be some way off. The greatest gift is that we can celebrate Easter 
together! We have had to split our services to comply with the guidance and 
the logistics, due to the way our services have had to develop. For the 
moment the new pattern of worship will be similar to that in December: 
 

• St. Ninian’s 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 11am 
 

• Christ Church 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month at 11am 
  
My prayer is that the ‘lockdown’ will continue to ease safely and we can 
emerge to our new way of being. I feel that our society has learnt a number of 
valuable lessons because of the pandemic, and my prayer is that we do not 
forget them! There are some big decisions ahead of us; the forthcoming 
elections; dealing with Covid-19 and climate change. I think we all now 
realise that things could not continue as they were, but making the significant 
adjustments needed to make a difference is going to be hard. We need to 
evolve on so many fronts: as a church, a local community, a national 
community and a global community. We all need each other! 
 
I would like to thank everyone who has travelled with us to this Easter, who 
has prayed with us, worked with us, and been there for us. Our journey now 
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must continue. Hopefully, with a new understanding and insights. Ready, to 
take up a role in the light of a New Easter! A new day! 
 
Please keep yourselves, and others, safe as we continue on our way. I hope 
that we can all meet up one day in the not too distant future and celebrate 
coming through this time together. 
 
I offer you this poem by R.S Thomas: 

 
 
Evening 
 
The archer with time 
as his arrow – has he broken 
his strings that the rainbow 
is so quiet over our village? 
 
Let us stand, then in the interval 
of our wounding, till the silence 
turn gold and love is  
a moment eternally over flowing. 
 
 
 
 

 
May God bless you especially this Easter. 
 
Yours in the Risen Christ. 
 
Christopher 
Rector 
 
 
Please Pray for: 
For Douglas Allison, Earle, Anne and Marion Gardner, Gill Piper, Francis 
Turnbull, Clem’ & Ann Gault, Katherine Hatfield and Jenny Wright, the Revd 
Stephen Haslett and Hazel and all their families. Remember especially those 
who are struggling particularly at this time.  
 
Zoom Services and Holy Week 
Easter Sunday at 11am, at St. Ninian’s, Castle Douglas 
 
Please book your seat in tel. Sandra 01557 331 596 
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  or mailto: sandrawalshkbt@btinternet.com 
Please take a note of your seat number 
 
Vigil service for Easter at 5pm, 3rd April: Christ Church, Dalbeattie  
Please book your seat in church in advance of your attendance with Sue tel. 
01556 612863 or email suethomas2@btinternet.com    
Please take a note of your seat number  
 
Please book your seat in good time for the Easter services. If for some 
reason you have booked your place and are unable to attend, please cancel 
your booking as our seating capacity is restricted by the Covid-19 regulations.  
 
Support at St.Ninian’s, Castle Douglas & Christ Church, Dalbeattie 
 

If anyone is in need of help, conversation or prayer 
please do not hesitate to contact Christopher 
01556 505894, Helen Evans 01556 504007 or 
Christine Collier 01556 670275. We are all 
available to talk or help in any way. 
It is important that we keep in touch as much as 
possible. 

 
Prayer Themes for Easter 
Easter: For the people of war torn Syria, and Yemen. 

For Refugees and all who are persecuted for their 
colour, Faith, gender or orientation. For the people of 
Australia suffering from flooding. 
For the NHS, our local surgeries, and all at DGRI. For 
those affected by the Coronavirus throughout the 
world. For all who are experiencing ‘Lockdown’, and 
for our own communities. 

Monday: For tolerance and understanding among Jesus’ 
followers. That they may truly walk His Way. 
For those in danger of losing their jobs and those 
sectors of industry and hospitality which are not 
allowed to open. For those in financial difficulties.  

Tuesday: For University students & staff. For all teachers and 
pupils. 

Wednesday: We pray for our care homes and especially their 
residents at Bothwell House, Hanover House, 
Carlingwark Care Home, Barlochan House Care 
Home, Munchies Park House, and Alma McFadyen 
Care Centre. For those at home who are dependent 
on carers and those who look after them. 

mailto:sandrawalshkbt@btinternet.com
mailto:suethomas2@btinternet.com
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Thursday:   For our Governments and all in authority. 
Friday: For the people of Myanmar and Hong Kong. For those 

awaiting execution on death row. 
Saturday: For the Guidance of the Holy Spirit in our churches’ 

Mission as we live in times of great change. Pray for 
the mission of our church and our church family. 

 
Gospel Readings for Easter Week 
Easter Sunday       Mark 16:1 – 8 
Easter Monday   Octave of Easter  Matt 28: 8-15 
Easter Tuesday   Octave of Easter  John 20: 1-18 
Easter Wednesday  Octave of Easter  Luke 24: 13-35 
Easter Thursday   Octave of Easter  Luke 24: 35-4 1 
Easter Friday   Octave of Easter  John 21: 1-14 
Easter Saturday   Octave of Easter  Mark 16: 9-15 

---------------------------------- 
 

 
  
‘The Student’ by Anton Chekhov. It’s a beautiful short story that pitches from darkness to light 
and pivots around Peter’s three denials of Jesus. (Please click on the speaker ikon) 

 
--------------------------------------- 

“Give from the heart since each person is the very icon of God 
incarnate in the world.” Maria Skobtsova 
Dear kind and generous supporters of Maria Skobtsova House and our work 

with refugees in Calais. A little 
snapshot…from a distance: 
 
Calais ..from a Distance 
Friday March 25th. A message 
pops up on my mobile. It’s Jamal in 
Calais. 
Is it OK if I phone u? 
His three attempts are interspersed 
with little messages 

Hello. I can't hear u. Are u OK.  
It seems like the connection is poor. I hope u manage to get to France. 



 5 

Jamal is from Eritrea. He’s young; he could be a teenager still. The last time I 
saw him he was at prayer, prostrate on his prayer mat on the muddy path 
which runs alongside the line of squat tents that constitutes one of the 
Eritrean refugee encampments in Calais. That was midday, more than two 
months ago and I had come to say goodbye to the guys in the camp. As I left, 
I slipped past Jamal not wanting to disturb him. A minute later, a distant call. 
It was Jamal shouting goodbye. I hear from him regularly. Sometimes it’s a 
photo: a charred black kettle on the fire; the camp cat that sleeps in his tent 

and is due to give birth anytime soon. Once it was a little 
rabbit with the message ‘This little cute made my day’. 
 
Jamal’s solitary boyhood as a shepherd in the Eritrean hills 

shaped him; he still looks for solitude, describes himself as shy and, 
unusually in the context of Calais refugee life, has a tent to himself. He never 
attended a conventional school but went instead to a madrassa. He has a 
sharp brain; his breadth of English language is impressive.  
‘Each morning when I wake I feel like my mind is clear so I try to learn some 
new English words. Moody and temperamental aren’t they the same word?’ 
I explain the difference. 
‘I think it’s nature to be a moody person. Sorry I meant natural. True 
happiness only comes from God’. 
Jamal, having escaped a country which has been described as the ‘North 
Korea of Africa’, dreams, like most of the exiles in Calais, of reaching the UK. 
Under the 1951 Refugee Convention, to which the UK is a signatory, he has 
the right to claim asylum here, but he has to be on our soil to do so, and legal 
routes of entry to this country for would-be asylum seekers are virtually non-
existent. 
‘My mind is restless. I'm frustrated. Tired fed up. I see people making it to UK 
very easily while I'm stuck here. It seems unfair to me. I guess some people 
are luckier than others. It's a matter of luck. I know for sure God is more 
powerful. I know God is not going to forsake me. God himself says behind 
every delay there’s a goodness. And after hardship there will be relief. I know 
all this stuff but life it's hard isn't it. Sorry for my grammatical errors. Good 
night. Have a peaceful sleep. 

This same week, two of his fellow Eritrean exiles in 
Calais had successfully reached the UK. Fikru, who 
had penned the words ‘Never Give Up’ onto his tent. 
And Saare who comes from the same village in Eritrea 
as Jamal and who, two days prior to his crossing of the 
Channel, had sent a photo of a bird of prey pinning a 
snake to the ground with its talons. ‘I thought this would 
describe life. There are challenges every time, but we 
manage them like the bird is doing’. 
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GOOD NEWS 
Migrants in Calais: the court refuses an evacuation of land requested by the 
town hall 
By Le Figaro with AFP Published on 29/03/2021 at 22:22  
A French judge has just turned down an application by the Calais municipality 
to close a camp that I know well. It is largely Eritreans living there.  
"The camp is made up of tents in good condition, spaced out and set up in an 
orderly manner" said the judge. Concerning the risks to public safety, the 
municipality did not provide "any precise and detailed information" such as 
reports of intervention by the police. The city also failed to provide 
"complaints from local residents regarding neighbourhood nuisances". 
https://amp.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/migrants-a-calais-la-justice-refuse-une-
evacuation-de-terrain-demandee-par-la-mairie-
20210329?fbclid=IwAR0gXgnpnhV9Oe5TFItgKL-
jwmxhcJ_dBO_Y_du_OrMx-plp5JtJdBha-_Y 
 
GOOD WORDS  
Approach to asylum should focus on “innate human dignity of everyone who 
seeks sanctuary” in the UK 
The Lead Bishop for Migrants and Refugees in England and Wales has 
called for a just approach to asylum that has “people and families at its 
centre” and recognises the “diverse and complex factors that shape the 
journeys of refugees”. Bishop Paul McAleenan was speaking after the Home 
Secretary announced what was described as “the most significant overhaul of 
our asylum system in decades”. 
Bishop Paul stated: “The assistance that we provide to our sisters and 
brothers fleeing war, poverty, or persecution is a fundamental test of our 
society. A just approach should have people and families at its centre, 
respecting the unique circumstances and innate human dignity of everyone 
who seeks sanctuary here. Tackling the evils of human trafficking, opening 
more safe routes to resettlement, and treating those who have arrived by 
other means with fairness and humanity, are not mutually exclusive 
endeavours. We must recognise the diverse and complex factors that shape 
the journeys of refugees and welcome all who need our protection.” 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/approach-to-asylum-should-focus-on-innate-
human-dignity-of-everyone-who-seeks-sanctuary-in-the-uk/ 

By Alex Holmes of WCCM 
 

 

LAST CHANCE TO DONATE to the Bishop’s 
Lent Appeal 2021 
at St. Ninian’s and Christ Church 
 

https://amp.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/migrants-a-calais-la-justice-refuse-une-evacuation-de-terrain-demandee-par-la-mairie-20210329?fbclid=IwAR0gXgnpnhV9Oe5TFItgKL-jwmxhcJ_dBO_Y_du_OrMx-plp5JtJdBha-_Y
https://amp.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/migrants-a-calais-la-justice-refuse-une-evacuation-de-terrain-demandee-par-la-mairie-20210329?fbclid=IwAR0gXgnpnhV9Oe5TFItgKL-jwmxhcJ_dBO_Y_du_OrMx-plp5JtJdBha-_Y
https://amp.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/migrants-a-calais-la-justice-refuse-une-evacuation-de-terrain-demandee-par-la-mairie-20210329?fbclid=IwAR0gXgnpnhV9Oe5TFItgKL-jwmxhcJ_dBO_Y_du_OrMx-plp5JtJdBha-_Y
https://amp.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/migrants-a-calais-la-justice-refuse-une-evacuation-de-terrain-demandee-par-la-mairie-20210329?fbclid=IwAR0gXgnpnhV9Oe5TFItgKL-jwmxhcJ_dBO_Y_du_OrMx-plp5JtJdBha-_Y
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/home-secretarys-statement-on-the-new-plan-for-immigration
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/home-secretarys-statement-on-the-new-plan-for-immigration
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/approach-to-asylum-should-focus-on-innate-human-dignity-of-everyone-who-seeks-sanctuary-in-the-uk/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/approach-to-asylum-should-focus-on-innate-human-dignity-of-everyone-who-seeks-sanctuary-in-the-uk/
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The Bishop’s Lent appeal this year is in aid of The Aberlour Trust. This is an 
organisation which caters for deprived or troubled children and families and 
has been supported by us in the past as part of our annual donations. 
 
St Ninian’s. Members wishing to donate can do so in one of two ways:- 
Either by making a direct transfer into the St Ninian’s Episcopal Church Bank 
account with the Bank of Scotland (80-06-11 00831206) quoting ‘Aberlour’ in 
the reference box, or by posting or delivering a cheque in favour of St Ninians 
Episcopal Church to Fred Coulthard at 1 Ardcoil Avenue, Castle Douglas 
DG7 3EG.  
 
Christ Church. Please send or deliver donations to Llyn Glendinning at 36, 
Station Road, Dalbeattie, DG5 4BW. 
 
Envelopes for Church Giving at St. Ninian’s 
These will be available at the rear of church from Easter Sunday. 
LAST CHANCE TO DONATE to the Syrian Crisis Appeal 
I would like to draw your attention to the situation in Syria. It is hard to believe 
the war has been going on for 10 years now. I wonder if we could respond in 
some way. Here are some websites you might care to look at: 
 
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/syria-conflict-10-years-90-cent-
children-need-support-violence-economic-crisis-and 
 
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/news/stories/2021/3/604a19184/decade-syrian-
refugees-mired-silent-war-survival.html 
 
Donations can be sent to our treasurers or dropped into the Rectory so that 
money can be sent on behalf of Christ Church and St. Ninian’s. Fred 
Coulthard has offered us the option to donate through internet banking - 
details of the account can be found above  in the Diocesan Lent Appeal. 
Please add Syrian Appeal to the donation note. 
 
Stewartry Food Banks 
Manager Sarah-Jane Allsopp. If you cannot attend tel: 07730 788 335 or  
email projects@castledouglas.info and they will deliver to your door. 
 
Castle Douglas Food Bank (Stepping Stones), 198 King Street, Castle 
Douglas 
steppingstones@castledouglas.info  
Manager Vivian Brown Open 12noon to 2pm Monday to Friday 
 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/syria-conflict-10-years-90-cent-children-need-support-violence-economic-crisis-and
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/syria-conflict-10-years-90-cent-children-need-support-violence-economic-crisis-and
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/news/stories/2021/3/604a19184/decade-syrian-refugees-mired-silent-war-survival.html
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/news/stories/2021/3/604a19184/decade-syrian-refugees-mired-silent-war-survival.html
mailto:projects@castledouglas.info
mailto:steppingstones@castledouglas.info
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Dalbeattie Food Bank, 24 High Street, Dalbeattie. Telephone 07730 788 335 
between 9am & 5pm. Enquiries donnamck@gmail.com The shop is open 
between 6 & 8pm. 
 
Useful Contacts 
National COVID-19 Helpline  0800 111 4000  
For people who don’t have family or existing community support and can’t get 
online and who are over 70, disabled, require the support of mental health 
services, are pregnant or receive a flu jab for health reasons, will be directed 
to our dedicated local team who can offer essential assistance.  
NHS24 111 www.nhsinform.scot  
Emergency 999  
Doctor Out of Hours 111  
Dumfries and Galloway Council 030 33 33 3000 
www.dumgal.gov.uk/SupportDG  
Business Support Helpline 01387 260280 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  
Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub 030 33 33 3001  
Social Work Out of Hours 01387 273660  
Third Sector Dumfries and Galloway 0300 303 8558  
Dumfries and Galloway Citizens Advice Service 0300 303 4321 
www.dagcas.org  
Samaritans 116 123  
SHOUT Text SHOUT to 85258 for free  
Scotland’s Domestic Abuse Helpline 0800 027 1234  
Age Scotland 0800 12 44 222 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  
Shelter Scotland 0808 800 444 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  
LGBT Helpline Scotland 0300 123 2523  
Childline 0800 1111  
 
Food Train tel: 01556 288427 email: everything@thefoodtrain.co.uk  
(for food deliveries from local supermarkets) 
 
Dumfries and Galloway Community Bulletin 
 
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/UKDGC/2021/04/01/file_attachm
ents/1741342/Community%20Newsletter%201%20April.pdf 
 

mailto:donnamck@gmail.com
mailto:everything@thefoodtrain.co.uk
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/UKDGC/2021/04/01/file_attachments/1741342/Community%20Newsletter%201%20April.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/UKDGC/2021/04/01/file_attachments/1741342/Community%20Newsletter%201%20April.pdf
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