
Sunday 15th November 

2nd Before Advent 

1 Thessalonians 5: 1 – 11; Matthew 25: 14 – 30  

 

A few months ago I mentioned that Evelyn Glennie was one of my heroes, 

not just for her musical talent but for her determination to be a musician 

despite becoming profoundly deaf at a young age. 

Another of my musical heroes is James Galway, an Irish 

flautist who plays the flute in a way that I can only 

dream of doing. He achieved that level of skill by taking 

the gift of music he had and working extremely hard, 

practising hours every day to develop and hone his 

technique. I never had that level of dedication. To 

reach the top in any sphere you have to be very single-

minded and make sacrifices in other parts of your life. I 

enjoy learning new skills too much to ever devote myself 

to one thing to the exclusion of all others. 

 

That word ‘talent’ which we use today to 

denote a natural ability comes originally from 

the parable in today’s reading from 

Matthew’s gospel. At that time it was used as 

a measurement of weight and value, for the 

Jews a ‘talent’ was the weight equivalent of 

3,000 shekels, around 75lb (approx. 35kg) and 

represented about 20 years wages. Sometime in the late C13th a clever 

person came up with an interpretation of this parable which changed the 

talent from a weight measurement to a gift or skill. The idea obviously 

caught on since that is the meaning we now give to the word. 

 

As with many of the parables Jesus told, there are layers of meaning to 

this story. One layer is a simple story about a very wealthy man who 

decides to go travelling for a while and entrusts some of his wealth to 

three servants in the expectation that they will increase it whilst he is away. 

The master returns and we’re told what they did and how he responds to 

their actions. 

 

Then we look at the start of the chapter and discover the words 

Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this (Mtt 25 v1a) 

 

Those words come at the start of the parable about the ten bridesmaids, 

the parable of the talents follows directly after it and is linked to it. The last 

verse of the bridesmaid story is  



Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 

which leads into the first verse of the talents story 

For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 

entrusted his property to them;                                          (Mtt 25 v 13,14) 

 

The stories Jesus is telling here are illustrations of God’s kingdom. So, as 

that clever C13th person showed us, another layer is about how we use 

the gifts we are given, and note that we do not all receive the same 

amount of gifts but we do all receive something. Many people don’t 

believe that – I’ve lost count of the numbers who have said to me ‘Oh, I 

can’t do anything really’ or ‘I’m no good at that’ – well, we’re all ‘no 

good’ at something, I have mentioned before my less than stellar facility 

with numbers. Seeing me at the front of church you may think that I’m a 

confident person and it’s true that standing up and speaking in front of 

people is not too difficult for me. Put me into a social situation however, 

and that is totally different. I am at heart an introvert, social meetings are 

difficult for me whereas other people will happily deal with that situation 

and feel sick at the idea of standing up and addressing an audience – we 

are all different and God gives us the gifts that are appropriate for us just 

as the master in the parable assessed his servants and gave  

to each according to his ability  (Mtt 25 v 15c) 

 

What we do with our talent is up to us but there is an expectation that we 

will make use of it. Leo Buscaglia is an American author, professor and 

motivational speaker, he said 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That leads us to another layer of the parable, relationship. If this parable is 

an illustration of God’s kingdom we can see the master as representing 

God and the servants representing ourselves. It’s not clear why the first 

servant is given more than the second one, but it illustrates the point that 

we all have differing needs and abilities. The first two servants have a 

different relationship with their master than the third one. They may like 

him, they may feel that he is a hard task-master but a fair one, they may 



simply want to impress him but they don’t seem to fear him or dislike him. 

They use all their talents to improve on what they were given. 

 

The third servant, in contrast, not only fears his master but actively dislikes 

him for the way in which he operates, accusing him of 

reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not 

scatter seed                                                                  (Mtt 25 v24b) 

 

We don’t know the history of the relationship between these two men but 

it’s obviously not the same as between the other servants and the master. 

This man believes he is less trusted because he was given less, he can see 

no good in his master, he doesn’t recognise that the other two servants 

have been praised and rewarded for what they achieved not how much 

they made. Many people treat God in this way, blaming him when things 

go wrong – but not giving him the credit when all is well. 

 

The first two servants used their talents, if we don’t use the gifts we are 

given then we lose them, they fade away from lack of use. 

 

What is your relationship with God?  

Do you accept the gifts you’ve been given and use them or do you think 

so little of the gifts that you let them lie unused? 

 

Just at the moment it may feel as though we are unable to use our gifts 

but these last few months have shown us that we can adapt our skills and 

use them in new ways. Teachers learnt new skills so that they could 

maintain contact with their pupils and keep teaching them throughout 

lockdown; people volunteered their services to others when they were 

unable to do their normal job; pubs, cafés and restaurants became take-

aways; performance artists found ways to put their performances online. 

 

In this last week I have been particularly overwhelmed by the young 

people involved in this year’s Rickshaw 

Challenge for Children in Need. The 

young people taking part already face 

difficulties that most of us never will. This 

year, instead of riding the rickshaw on 

public roads and being able to see and 

hear others cheering them on, the plan 

was to ride the distance by doing laps of 

the Goodwood race track. At the end 

of the first day one of the film crew tested positive during the regular tests 

so the decision was made that the young people would have to go 



home. That didn’t stop them though, they were provided with exercise 

bikes and have continued to ride in their own homes – to the point that 

they have far exceeded the original 332 miles they were to travel. 

 

In his letter to the Thessalonians Paul tells them to 

encourage one another and build up each other   (1 Thess 5 v 11) 

 

That ability to encourage others is a gift in itself, one that we can all use if 

we try. Remember that the more you do it the better you will be. 

 

Build your relationship with God and, in the words of yet another American 

author and clergyman, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


