
Sunday 18th April 

Easter 3 

Acts 3: 12 – 19; Psalm 4; 1 John 3 1 – 7; Luke 24: 36b – 48 

 

How good are your observation skills? Can you find the Easter egg hidden 

in this picture? It’s not easy, I’ll show the answer in next week’s newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When someone we love dies it’s not uncommon to ‘see’ them when 

we’re out and about. Maybe we catch sight of a familiar jacket, or a 

similar hair-style and our brain is tricked for a moment into thinking it’s the 

person we long to see again. Just as our brains find it difficult to sort out 

the flowers from the egg in this picture, we’re tricked by the shape and 

colour. 

 

Some people have suggested that this is what was happening with the 

Resurrection appearances, that it wasn’t really Jesus, just someone who 

looked like him. The difference though is that the people we see either 

move away from us or we see them clearly and realise that it isn’t them, 

whereas Jesus stayed and talked to them.  

 

At the beginning of the book of Acts, Luke tells us that Jesus stayed for 

forty days, appeared numerous times to different people and continued 

teaching them (Acts 1 v 3). We’re not given a timeline though and the 



gospels all give slightly different accounts of what may or may not be the 

same events. 

 

In today’s gospel the reaction of the disciples is, I think, something like 

mine would be if someone I knew to be dead suddenly appeared in front 

of me. Despite the re-assuring “Peace be with you” the disciples were 

startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost.  

Luke 24 v 37 

This is another of the 

arguments put forward by 

sceptics of the resurrection, 

that Jesus didn’t rise in a 

bodily sense but as a spirit, 

even some Christians would 

argue that God the Son rose 

but Jesus the man didn’t. It’s 

difficult to comprehend the 

dual nature of Christ, that he was fully human and fully divine, and many 

of the resurrection appearances confront us with this duality. In this 

particular appearance we have Jesus suddenly there among them, not 

opening a door and coming in or walking up to them, just suddenly there 

– no wonder they thought he was a ghost. 

 

Then Jesus proves that he is not a ghost, first he shows them his hands and 

feet, inviting them to touch him, after this he asks for something to eat 

and, crucially, he eats it in front of them. He goes on to teach them and 

he “opened their minds to understand the scriptures” (Luke 24 v 45). This 

was important, they needed to fully understand the Scriptures so that they 

could use them to spread the gospel message because he tells them 

“You are witnesses of these things.” (Luke 24 v 48). 

 

Peter, in the Acts reading, uses this understanding to show his listeners the 

reality of what had happened when Jesus was crucified and backs it up 

by saying “To this we are witnesses.” (Acts 3 v 15). He goes on to say that it 

is faith that has allowed himself and John to perform the miracle they 

have just seen of the lame man being healed. 

 

Witnesses are tricky things, two people watching the same event may 

give completely different accounts of it for all sorts of reasons: the angle 

from which they view the event; their own particular interest; their reaction 



to it; their observational skills, there are always a number of factors 

involved in how something is perceived and reported. 

 

We see that happening in the gospels, the first three that we call the 

synoptic gospels all give eye-witness accounts of the life of Jesus but they 

are not identical. Matthew was a teacher, he focussed on the Jews so his 

gospel emphasises Jesus as the Messiah, the fulfiller of the Old Testament 

prophecies. Luke was a doctor and an historian, he was writing for the 

Greeks whose history, culture and belief systems were completely different 

to the Jewish traditions, his gospel has more about the duality of Jesus’s 

nature. Mark was a story-teller, his gospel moves along quickly recounting 

the miracles and actions of Jesus much more than the teaching that we 

see in the other gospels. 

 

We are also witnesses of our faith, each of us has a different story to tell of 

how God has worked in our lives and how he is still working. Each of us will 

have our own way of sharing that story, of showing how knowing God 

impacts our daily lives. Last week we heard Jesus say “As the Father has 

sent me, so I send you” (John 20 v 21b). We are part of God’s mission here 

in this place. As we emerge from the isolation of lockdown and begin to 

meet others again maybe it’s time to ask God how we can fulfil our part in 

that mission. What does he need us to do to be a witness for him in our 

community, to our family, friends, neighbours, colleagues? 

 

 

 

 


