
Sunday 20th December 

4th Sunday of Advent  

2 Sam 7: 1 – 11, 16; Psalm 89: 1 – 4, 19 – 26; Luke 1: 26 – 38  

 

There has been a phrase wandering around in my head for the last week 

or so – ‘The road to hell is paved with good intentions.’ This may be when 

you have every intention of doing something but don’t actually get 

around to it, or it’s when you do something with the idea of helping 

someone in some way only to discover that your action has completely 

the wrong effect or was not wanted or needed. 

 

This is where we find King David 

in our reading from Samuel this 

week. David has spent most of 

his life either on the run from Saul 

or fighting battle after battle. He 

has now reached a point of 

relative peace, has built a home 

and settled down for a while. 

Now he has time to look around 

him and he realises that 

although he has a nice home, 

God’s home is still in a tent. We 

need to remember that this is a long before the coming of the Holy Spirit 

and that the people had a different concept of God, also that God 

himself had given the people very specific instructions for the construction 

of the Ark of the Covenant in which he said he would dwell.  

 

David’s intention was good, he wanted to honour God, he even had the 

support of the prophet Nathan – until God spoke to Nathan with a 

message for David. God understood David’s intention but it wasn’t the 

right time and David wasn’t the right person. So, instead of David building 

a house for God, God announces that he is going to build a house for 

David – a lineage that would stretch through the centuries until it reached 

a young woman called Mary. From her would come the fulfilment of the 

promise God makes to David in today’s reading 

“‘Furthermore, the Lord declares that he will make a house for you—

a dynasty of kings!  
16 Your house and your kingdom will continue before me for all time, 

and your throne will be secure forever.’”         2 Sam 7 v 11b, 16 

 



Nathan relays the message and David spends the next verses, that we 

haven’t read, praising God. He makes no further plans to build a house for 

God. 

 

We know a lot about David’s life, by contrast we know very little about 

Mary for whom our fourth Advent candle is lit. We know from the text that 

she is a virgin, from that the assumption is made that she is young. It wasn’t 

unusual for girls as young as fourteen to be betrothed at that time but she 

could have been any age. We know that she was chosen by God to be 

the mother of his son. We know that she was betrothed to Joseph 

although we don’t know when the marriage was due to take place, or 

even how she felt about it.  

 

We know that Mary was ‘Confused 

and disturbed’ (v 29) by the angel’s 

greeting – that’s not very surprising is 

it, I think that if an angel was to 

appear to me I’d be more than just 

confused. Despite this she listens to 

what the angel has to say and then 

asks a single question, “But how can 

this happen?” (v 34). After the angel 

explains she simply accepts what is 

going to happen. She appears to 

give no thought to the fact that she 

is about to become an unmarried mother, something that could lead to 

her being stoned to death, she seems not to worry about what Joseph is 

going to make of all this, or her parents. Of course, we don’t know 

whether she felt any of those things because the text gives us no clues.  

 

What we do know, is that the angel was able to point her towards 

someone who would understand what was happening to her – Elizabeth, 

her relative – Mary goes off to visit her almost straight away, she receives 

confirmation of the angel’s words in Elizabeth’s greeting and responds 

with the great outpouring of praise that we know as The Magnificat. By 

then I think, she has begun to realise the startling implications of what is 

happening. Her baby will be the Messiah, the one who will save his 

people, a king like no other – born in a royal line to emphasise his kingship. 

 

David made some big mistakes in his life but he was a man of great faith, 

when he realised that his good idea was not a God idea he accepted 

that it wasn’t going to happen, he wasn’t the right person and it wasn’t 

the right time. Between David, and the promise God made to him, and 
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Mary, the fulfilment of that promise, there were a few centuries, many 

generations, and a lot of history. God waited for the right time and the 

right person so that he could come and make his home here with us. 

 

David and Mary played their part in God’s great plan to restore our 

relationship with him and allow us eventually to go to our true home with 

him. As we wait for the right time for Jesus to return our part is to continue 

helping to build his kingdom. For each of us the path we take and the role 

we’re given will be different but we can only discover our own part by 

tuning into God, listening and hearing what he wants us to do, ensuring 

that our good ideas are God ideas before we go ahead with them. In 

that way we make sure that we don’t follow the road to hell with our 

good intentions but follow God’s path to reach our home with him. 

 

 

 


