
Sunday 25th October 2020 

Trinity 20 – Proper 30 
Leviticus 19: 1 – 2, 15 – 18; Psalm 1; 1 Thessalonians 2: 1 – 8; Matthew 22: 34 – 46  

Rule-keeping or acting in love. 

 

Most of us are probably quite good at keeping ‘the rules’ – unless they 

inconvenience us and then we probably bend them just a little, or just 

ignore them altogether. I imagine for example, that there’s not many of 

the drivers among us who can truly say they have never slipped over the 

speed limit when they were late for an appointment. When we live in 

community we live with a vast number of rules to protect us, others, and 

even the fabric of society. Some of those rules are legal requirements, 

some are unwritten but accepted as moral or social imperatives, the 

breaking of which causes great outrage. 

 

The Old Testament tells us that God 

gave ten basic commandments, some 

of those have entered our culture’s 

legal framework, some have entered 

our moral framework, some we ignore 

altogether. Later, God expanded on 

those basic rules to teach his people 

how to keep them. Later still, the 

Pharisees added another layer of 

teaching which whilst it may have 

begun with good intentions ended up 

putting a barrier between God and his people. 

 

Jesus takes us back to basics, to the most important rules 

‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, 

and all your mind.’ 

and 

‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  Mtt 22 v 37 + 39 

 

Love is the imperative that should govern all our actions.  

 

Jesus expressed his love for us and all creation by his death and 

resurrection and because he did that we are freed from the bonds of the 

law given by God to his people, much of which is found in the book of 

Leviticus – not an easy book to read. The Law was given to help people 

become holy as God is holy. The short section from Leviticus that is our 

reading today is part of the chapters which are sometimes known as the 

‘holiness code’, it begins 



The Lord also said to Moses, 2 “Give the following instructions to the 

entire community of Israel. You must be holy because I, the LORD your 

God, am holy.   Lev. 19 v 1 + 2 

 

The verses that follow give us ways that holiness can be expressed and 

love shown to God and our neighbour. They are a set of guidelines, ideas 

to show what our attitude should be in a given situation rather than 

specific laws. Naturally, they reflect the lifestyle of the people at the time 

they were written so many of them don’t mean much to us but the 

principle behind them remains, verses nine and ten for instance tell us not 

to harvest right up to the edge of a field or pick every single bunch of 

grapes because we are to  

Leave them for the poor and the foreigners living among you. I am 

the LORD your God. Lev 19 v 10b 

 

perhaps today the writer might suggest that we don’t take more flour, 

pasta or toilet rolls than we need. Or that 

wearing a mask is an expression of love for our 

neighbour and, therefore, for God. Do you 

notice that phrase at the end of the verse? “I 

am the LORD your God.”, it’s repeated 

throughout the guidelines, a shorthand form of 

the end of verse two: You must be holy 

because I, the LORD your God, am holy. 

 

When we become Christians, accepting the sacrifice made for us, we 

become holy and set apart as the Israelites were 

you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 

people, 1Peter 2 v 9 

 

Peter goes on in that chapter to talk about how we should live as that 

chosen, holy people because we are to be holy as God is holy. 

Holiness transforms self-centred tendencies in human love into 

dynamic caring for the well-being of others.  

(Asbury Bible Commentary © 1992 by The Zondervan Corporation.) 

 

If we are taking our faith seriously then we should 

be acting in ways that fulfil those two greatest 

commandments not because we are required to 

by the rules but because it’s an expression of our 

love for others, a part of our worship of our holy 

God.  

 



At the moment we are having to live with annoying new rules which, 

bewilderingly, change on a regular basis – and by the time you read this 

they may well have changed yet again – but the imperative remains the 

same, act in love. Professor Jason Leitch has warned us that Christmas 

won’t be ‘normal’ this year but we’re not the first generation to face a 

Christmas unable to be with those we love. It will be hard not to have our 

families around us and it will be strange not to celebrate Christ’s Mass 

together but none of that changes the real message of Christmas that 

Love came down at Christmas, 

Love all lovely, love divine.                                        (Christina G Rossetti) 

 

Next Sunday is the start of the ‘Sundays before Advent’ so perhaps it’s a 

good time to start changing our focus from what we won’t have or can’t 

do to thinking about the reason why we do those things. God acted in 

love, he sent his Son to live among us, be one with us, to die for us, to save 

us. That’s the reason for joy at Christmas, that’s the reason we should ‘love 

the LORD our God’ and show that love in our actions towards others. 

 

Remembering that we learn a lot of our theology through songs, Susan 

Sayers has fitted the words of the two greatest commandments to the 

tune of London’s Burning – I’ve put them side-by-side so you can see how 

the words fit.  

 

You should love the London’s burning 

Lord your God with London’s burning 

All your heart and Fetch the engines 

All your mind and Fetch the engines 

All your strength Fire! Fire! 

All your strength Fire! Fire! 

And love your neighbour Pour on water 

Love your neighbour  Pour on water 

From Living Stones Year A © 2001 Susan Sayers 
 

I shall leave you with that ‘ear-worm’ reminding you to act in love. 

Helen Evans. 
 

                             


