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Advent 1, Sunday, 28th November 2021 
 
PAX 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 

 
 
 
Fat Charlie the Archangel  
Sloped into the room  
He said “I have no opinion about this  
And I have no opinion about that”  
Sad as a lonely little wrinkled balloon  
He said “well I don't claim to be happy about this, boys  
And I don't seem to be happy about that”1 
 
 
 
 

 
This, I fear, is going to be a difficult Advent! Life is not easy at present and Fat Charlie 
the Archangel seems to be echoing the words of a number of people I have met 
recently – life is just not easy. WE are entering the season of darkness. Indeed, the 
very ‘worst time of the year’. As I write, snow and high winds are forecast for the 
weekend, as we all rush round attempting to clear our messages before the 
darkness of Advent envelopes us. Where is there HOPE? 
 
Advent is about Hope, Christian Hope. 

 
This picture by Roger Wagner, entitled And the 
Lord Lifted Up Job’s Face2 sums up what Advent 
and the Second Coming are all about. God 
makes Himself present to you and me in a 
personal and understanding way. In a Presence 
that is relevant to the kingdom that is to come, 
that is significant to our life today. 
 
Life in the present doesn’t appear to be 
anchored to anything that went before the 
pandemic. Of course names and places are the 
same, but attitudes and ways have all changed. 

 
1 Crazy Love by Paul Simon, Stimela 
2 Job 42:9 



 2 

We are living in a different world. There is something that hasn’t changed though – 
our Faith! Church is changing but God is with us. He is not standing back and letting 
things go their own way. He is interacting with every human spirit. Through the 
coming of the Christ child, God interacts in the flux of human life and emotion. He 
participates and feels the consequences of our creating and our destructive world. 
For people of Faith the Resurrection is the kernel of our Faith. We are not caught 
up on the Cross of eternity. We pass through the Cross to New Life , Resurrection 
Life – God’s kingdom made present today! Have you noticed it? 
 
This is how we should walk through this Advent, by Faith alone. The ground 
beneath our feet will move and change inexplicably. What was right today will be 
wrong tomorrow and yet we must walk on guided by the shimmering light of the 
star that guided the Magi  to the manger, and Jesus, the Christ child. 
 
We would do well this Advent to recite the words of the psalmist in Psalm 139 
 

If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
   and the light around me become night’,  
12 even the darkness is not dark to you; 
   the night is as bright as the day, 
   for darkness is as light to you.  

 
13 For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
   you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and    
wonderfully made. 
   Wonderful are your works; 
that I know very well.  

 
 

 
Wishing you an Adventurous Advent. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 

Christopher 
Rector 
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To contact the Rector: Christopher 
Tel:  01556 505894 Email: cg.ketley@zen.co.uk 
Web: https://dcdchurches.org.uk  
 
Support at St.Ninian’s, Castle Douglas & Christ Church, Dalbeattie  
 

 If anyone is in need of help, conversation or prayer 
please do not hesitate to contact Christopher 01556 
505894, Helen Evans 01556 504007 or Christine 
Collier 01556 670275. We are all available to talk or 
help in any way.  
It is important that we keep in touch as much as 
possible.  
 
Please continue to pray for:  Judi Rumble, Francis 

Turnbull and Barbara, Audrey Pointon, Brenda Moorland, Katherine Hatfield and 
Jenny Wright, Erle, Anne and Marion Gardner. 
 

RIP παπάς	Geoffrey Bacon (Gk. Orthodox Priest and former 
Rector of Christ Church, Dalbeattie) passed away on the 28th 
August. His funeral was September 20th. His wife Joan 
predeceased him by two years. 

 
Church Service Times 
St. Ninian’s, Castle Douglas: 
Family Eucharist 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 11am. 
 
Christ Church, Dalbeattie: 
Family Eucharist 2nd and 4th Sundays at 11am. 
 
5th Sunday Family Eucharist alternates between churches 
 
Gospel Readings for Advent 1 and wc.28th  November 
Sunday   Advent 1   Luke 21: 25-36 
Monday   feria    Matt 8: 5-11 
Tuesday   St. Andrew   Matt 4: 18-22 
Wednesday   Charles de Foucauld Matt 11: 25 to end 
Thursday   Nicholas Ferrar  Luke 12: 32 - 37 
Friday    St. Francis Xavier  Mark 16: 15-20 
Saturday   St. John Damascene Matt 25: 14-30 
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Prayer Themes for Advent Sunday 
Sunday: As the Churches year begins a New Year we 

pray for the year to come. We pray for 
victims of violence and abuse. For Refugees 
and Asylum Seekers as they make their 
journeys to safety. We pray they may be 
welcomed and cared for. For the mission of 
our church and our church family.  

Monday: For continued Peace in the world. For 
tolerance, understanding and agreement 
among the nations. An end to Racism. 

Tuesday: For young adults, young people and children 
as they deal with the changes in the world. 
For all in education and who work with 
children and young people. 

Wednesday: We pray for our care homes and especially their residents at Bothwell 
House, Hanover House, Carlingwark Care Home, Barlochan House 
Care Home, Munchies Park House, and Alma McFadyen Care Centre. 
For those at home who are dependent on carers and those who look 
after them. 

Thursday: For our politicians, Governments, Councils and all in   
                  authority. For those in financial difficulties. For those suffering  
                  domestic abuse. 
Friday:  For those persecuted for their Faith. For those awaiting execution on 

death row. 
Saturday:  For all nations struggling with the Covid pandemic. For a fair 

distribution of vaccines across the world. 
For the NHS, our local surgeries, and all at DGRI as we move towards 
the winter and its increased risks of illnesses. For all who are struggling 
with continued restrictions. For our own communities. 

 
Dates for your diary 
November 
28th  Sunday, Advent 1, 11am Christ Church Family Eucharist. The AGM is 

postponed until the New Year. 
30th St. Andrew, Ap 10am Eucharist, St. Ninian’s 
 
December 
4th 10.15-4pm  Adventures in Faith Meeting, Gordon Memorial Hall  
5th 11am, Sunday St. Ninian’s Family Eucharist 
8th  Immaculate Conception of the BVM, 

10am Eucharist, Christ Church 
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12th 11am, Sunday Family Eucharist Christ Church 
12th 4pm  Carol by Lantern Light, Churches Together Dalbeattie 

Dalbeattie Woods 
 
14th  2-4pm, Tuesday, Mothers Union in the Gordon Hall 
15th  7pm, Zoom Group Discussing Christmas Story in Luke Chapter 1 & 2 
19th 11am, Sunday Family Eucharist St. Ninian’s 
  
22nd Carol Service at Christ Church (time to be confirmed) 

 
Christmas Eve 
24th 11.30pm  Midnight Mass, St.Ninian’s 
 
Christmas Day 
25th 9.30am Family Eucharist, Christ Church, Dalbeattie 
 11am  Family Eucharist, St. Ninian’s Castle Douglas 
26th 11am  Christmas 1, Family Eucharist, Christ Church, Dalbeattie 
2022 
January 
1st 11am  Mary Mother of God, New Year’s Day, 

Said Eucharist, Christ Church, Dalbeattie 
2nd 11am  2nd Sunday after Christmas, Family Eucharist St. Ninian’s 
6th  10am  The Epiphany of the Lord (to be confirmed 

--------------------- 
Courses: 

Saturday, 4th December  
10 to 3.30pm 
 in the Gordon Memorial 
Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Telling Tales in Church: Trying to be Honest to God. 
 

10.00.  Coffee and Session 1. (David) 
John Moriarty - Serious Sounds. Taking Leave of God, for God’s Sake (Meister 
Eckhart)  
 
11.00.  Break. 
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11.15.  Session 2. (David) 
Thomas Lynch - The Undertaking. Priests, Bishops and St Mary of Egypt. 
 
12.30.  Lunch 
 
1.30.  Session 3. (Alison) 
Beverley Clack - How to be a Failure and Still Live Well. 
 
2.30.  Session 4. (David and Alison) 
Rick Fabian - Signs of Life: Worship for a Just and Loving People. Getting our 
priorities right. 
 
3.30.  Conclusion. 
 
Led by The Revd Prof David and Alison Jaspar 
To reserve your place please email cg.ketley@zen.co.uk or phone 01556 505894. 
(There is an optional reading list) 
Tea and coffee provided but please bring a packed lunch. 
                                       ***************************** 
 

Wednesday, 7pm 15th December Zoom 
Group 

Luke’s Gospel and the 
 

Christmas Story 
 
 

 
“If the doors of perception were cleansed, everything would be seen as it is.” 

William Blake 
 

When did you really look at the Christmas story in Luke’s Gospel? 
 
In a very relaxed way we will be considering the first two chapters of Luke’s gospel. 
We shall through art, conversation, and calling upon ancient and modern resources 
see how the understanding of Jesus’ Birth has evolved. We will also see what the 
Christmas message contains for us today and the message it contains for each of us. 
 
To receive an invitation please email cg.ketley@zen.co.uk or phone 01556 505894 
 
An Online Advent Retreat can be found at: 
https://www.onlineprayer.net/advent-retreat/  
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Advent Thoughts: 
 
Dorothy Day  
 
(A saint for our times) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This morning to ward off the noise I have my radio on – Berlioz, Schubert, Chopin, 
etc. It is not a distraction, it is a pacifier. As St. Theresa of Avila said as she grabbed 
her castanets and started to dance during the hour of recreation in her unheated 
convent, “One must do something to make life bearable.”3 
 
 

 
 
They watch for Christ 
who are sensitive, eager, apprehensive in mind 
who are awake, alive, quick-sighted, 
 zealous in honouring him, 
who look for him in all that happens, and 
who would not be surprised, 
who would not be over-agitated or 
overwhelmed, 
if they found that he was coming at once… 
 
 

  This then is to watch: 
  to be detached from what is present, and 
  to live in what is unseen; 
  to live in thought of Christ as he came once, 
  and as he will come again; 
  to desire his second coming, from our own affectionate 
  and grateful remembrance of his first.4 
        Cardinal Newman 
 
 

 
3 The Dorothy Day Book, Margaret Quigley and Michael Garvey, eds Templegate Publishers 
4 From Parochial and Plain Sermons, vol 4 John Henry Cardinal Newman 
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