
Sunday 28th February 

Lent 2 – Transfiguration Sunday 

2 Corinthians 4: 3 – 6; Psalm 50: 1 – 6; Mark 9: 2 – 9 

 

There is a lovely children’s book by Jill Tomlinson called “The 

Owl who was Afraid of the Dark”. It’s about a baby barn owl 

called Plop who doesn’t like the dark. His mother sends him 

out to find out more about the dark and after a series of 

adventures in which he discovers fireworks, campfires, 

Father Christmas, and stars amongst other things, he decides 

that the dark is not so bad after all. 

 

We have very negative connotations about the dark don’t we? We speak 

about ‘dark times’ and, courtesy of Star Wars, ‘going over to the dark 

side’. In less enlightened times ‘darkies’ were viewed with suspicion 

because of the colour of their skin – and in some places they still are. 

When we talk about something happening ‘under cover of darkness’ we 

usually mean something bad that has happened. Possibly, all this is 

because our primary sense, sight, is greatly reduced making it difficult to 

find our way, we’re not in control, we can’t see clearly and long for light. 

This desperate desire to hold back the darkness was seen at the end of 

last year when people began putting up their Christmas lights even earlier 

than usual as a way of dispelling the darkness of the pandemic. 

 

As Christians we follow this convention, after all, Jesus is the Light of the 

World so it follows that the opposite, darkness, must be wrong. Evil things 

happen at night, this is acknowledged in the prayers during Compline: 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great 

mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night;  

 

The ninth plague was a thick darkness that covered the land for 3 days.  

 

Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, tells them 
8 For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live 

as children of light— 9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is 

good and right and true… 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of 

darkness, but instead expose them. Eph 5 v 8 - 11 

 

That is a clear indication that darkness is not a place to stay, as Christians 

we need to live in the light. 



The Transfiguration is a strange event, in our lectionary it comes either on 

the Sunday before Lent or on this second Sunday of Lent – but it also re-

occurs in August. There doesn’t seem to be a clear consensus as to its 

meaning, why did it happen? Was it an encouragement to Jesus, a re-

assurance that he was on the right path; a confirmation to those disciples 

present that Jesus really was the Messiah; an intensifying of God’s call to 

the disciples? There’s an echo of Jesus’s baptism in the words spoken by 

God – with the added injunction ‘Listen to him!’. Prior to this Jesus had 

been predicting his death – not what they expected from the Messiah, 

especially as they had already acknowledged him as the one they were 

waiting for. Now he tells them not to speak of what has happened until 

‘the Son of Man had risen from the dead.’ Mk 9 v 9. 

 

This whole episode must have been very confusing for Peter, James and 

John. They had trudged up the mountain with Jesus, had a ‘mountain-

top’ experience where they saw Jesus radiating light and standing with 

two well-known people from their history, heard God’s voice and then 

were told not to speak of it until he had risen from the dead. No wonder 

that, although they obeyed him ‘they often asked each other what he 

meant by “rising from the dead.”’ Mk 9 v 10 

 

A few months ago I read an article called The Treasures of Darkness by 

Bonnie Thurston in which she says she’s ‘not seeking to rehabilitate 

darkness’, rather she wants to ‘suggest that darkness has other 

possibilities’.  

 

There are several references in the Bible to God being in the dark or a 

dark cloud. In the beginning there is darkness, before he creates light God 

is in the darkness, he inhabits the darkness. 

 

He leads his people in the desert by going ahead of them in a pillar of 

cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night (Ex 13). In Exodus 20 we read 

As the people stood in the distance, Moses approached the dark 

cloud where God was. Ex 20 v 21  

 

In 1 Kings we’re told 

Then Solomon said, 

‘The LORD has said that he would dwell in thick darkness. 1 Kings 8 v 12 

 



Today we heard about God speaking from the cloud to the disciples as 

Jesus shines in glory before them. 

 

When God created our world, he gave us 

light on the first day and sources of light on 

the fourth day but he kept the darkness – 

and gave us sources of light in the 

darkness – therefore the darkness has a 

purpose and cannot be just a negative 

thing. 

 

More than just not being as bad as we thought, there are gifts within the 

darkness. God speaks through Isaiah to promise 

I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret 

places, so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, 

who call you by your name. Is 45 v 3 

 

I wonder if one of the ‘treasures’ given to Peter, James and John was the 

mountain-top experience of the Transfiguration to see them through the 

darkness of persecution.  

 

The gospels tell us that at the crucifixion darkness covered the earth from 

noon until 3-o-clock when Jesus gave up his spirit. They also tell us that it 

was early in the morning when the women went to the tomb, John even 

says ‘while it was still dark’, Jesus had already risen – the resurrection took 

place in the dark of night, healing, restoration, renewal took place in the 

dark. 

 

When John says 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never 

extinguish it. 

 

he isn’t talking about ‘a’ light, a torch, a spotlight or a searchlight, he says 

‘the’ light, the light that shines from Jesus at the Transfiguration, the glory 

of God who inhabits the darkness. If God is in the darkness, why should we 

fear it? Remember the time when in the darkness and fear of a stormy 

night Jesus walked to the disciples on the water and called out “Don’t be 

afraid. I am here!” (Jn 6 v 20) 

 

 



Paul tells us 

For God, who said, “Let there be light in the darkness,” has made this 

light shine in our hearts so we could know the glory of God that  

is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Cor 4 v 6 

 

The God who from the darkness said, “Let there be light” is the same God 

who inhabits the darkness that sometimes enters our lives. 
 

Plop, the baby owl, found many treasures that reconciled him to the 

darkness when he looked for them. Will you look for the treasures that God 

has for you in the darkness? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


