
Sunday 28th June 2020 

Trinity 3 – proper 13 

Jeremiah 28: 5 – 9; Romans 6: 12 – 23; Matthew 10: 40 – 42 

Which direction does your compass point? 

 

Recently I watched the repeats of Professor Brian Cox’s series “The 

Planets”. Did you know that the earth is surrounded by a shield that 

protects us from damage which would be caused by solar winds from the 

sun? When the solar wind hits this force 

field it produces that stunningly beautiful 

phenomenon we call the Aurora Borealis 

or Northern Lights. The shield is a magnetic 

field which, according to Professor Cox, is 

caused by “a huge dynamo at the 

earth’s core”. In one go God gave us 

protection, something to wonder at and 

clues that scientists followed to help us learn more of how our world works. 

He also gave us something that would help us to find our way about the 

world. 

 

In the days before GPS we had the compass, a simple 

little gadget that makes use of that magnetic field to 

help us find our way. The needle always points towards 

north, drawn by the strength of the magnetism at the 

magnetic north pole. Did you know that there are three 

Norths? True north is the place that the lines of longitude 

on a globe run to – the North Pole. Magnetic north is 

where the compass points to, magnetic north moves according to 

variations in the magnetic field – in September 2019 it lined up with true 

north for the first time in 360 years and is now slowly moving eastwards. 

Grid north is where the lines on a map point to, ie the top of the map. 

 

Have you heard the term “moral compass”? It’s an expression that refers 

to the values by which a person’s actions and attitudes are guided. As 

Christians our moral compass is set by God and it’s his guidance that we 

follow. It is, however, very easy to be pulled away from true north. If you 

place a magnet next to a compass the needle will waver and move 

towards the magnet rather than pointing northwards. 

 

Jeremiah was not a popular prophet because he told the people that 

they were not doing as God intended them to, he was very much a lone 

voice because other prophets were falsely saying that God would put 

everything right and that Babylon would be overcome. Hananiah was 



one of those prophets, it may be that he was simply trying to bolster the 

morale of the people but his compass wasn’t pointing in the right 

direction, eventually he was proved to be wrong as were all the other 

prophets who spoke in the same way. This disagreement between the 

prophets (much like the current disagreement between scientists) makes 

Jesus’s words difficult to hear, 

If you receive a prophet as one who speaks for God, you will be 

given the same reward as a prophet. (Mtt 10 v 41) 

 

If the prophets are saying different things how do we know which ones are 

speaking the truth from God? We test their words against what we 

already know about God, we look to Jesus who always points to true 

north. We also have to remember that there will be times when we have 

to accept the things we don’t want to hear. 

 

Just as the magnetic field varies so do societal and cultural norms which 

can sometimes make it difficult for us to know which is God’s direction. 

Across the world at the moment we have the backlash about racism and 

slavery. Should statues be removed, or street names changed? 

 

My attitude towards the Black Lives Matter 

campaign can be summed up in this 

cartoon by David Hayward, to Jesus, all lives 

matter but sometimes the 99 have to be left 

so that the 1 can be rescued. Having said 

that I am a little concerned by the great 

emphasis that is being put on the slave 

trade, there is a lot more to the issue of 

racism than that. I also think that although it 

is right to decry the barbarity of slavery and 

the ignorance of racism, we need to be 

wary about judging people of previous 

centuries by the standards of today.  

 

Slavery still exists today, even on this island of ours, but it did not begin in 

the C18th or C19th, it has been a part of life for centuries. Within tribal 

cultures it was an accepted practice that defeated enemies would be 

taken as slaves. The Egyptians enslaved the Hebrews. The Greeks used 

slaves and, as we see from Paul’s letter, the Romans used slaves. The fact 

that Paul uses the image of slavery in his argument shows how much it was 

an accepted part of life at that time. Paul doesn’t even argue against 

slavery, in the letter to the Ephesians he tells slaves to obey their masters 

and respect them, he also tells the masters to treat their slaves with 



respect. In the letter to the Romans however he is using the example of 

slavery to convey the way that sin affects our lives and suggests that we 

stop allowing sin to enslave us because we have been freed by Jesus. He 

goes further though, suggesting that we can choose to become slaves of 

God by obeying him 

Don’t you realize that you become the slave of whatever you 

choose to obey? You can be a slave to sin, which leads to death, or 

you can choose to obey God, which leads to righteous living. 

(Roms 6 v 16) 

 

With our C21st abhorrence of slavery this may be a difficult image to 

accept, harder even than it was for the recipients of Paul’s letter to whom 

slavery was perhaps shameful but still accepted. Easier maybe to think of 

sin as the magnet that draws our compass needle away from true north. 

 

When Jesus is asked which is the greatest commandment, he replies, 

You must love the LORD your God with all 

your heart, all your soul, and all your mind. 

(Mtt 6 v 38) 

 

he is quoting from Deuteronomy where God is 

instructing the people through Moses, 

Listen, O Israel! The LORD is our God, 

the LORD alone. 5 And you must love 

the LORD your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, and all your strength. 6 And you 

must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands that I 

am giving you today. (Deut 6 v 4 – 6) 

 

the next verses tell the people how to do that, 

Repeat them again and again to your children. Talk about them 

when you are at home and when you are on the road, when you 

are going to bed and when you are getting up. 8 Tie them to your 

hands and wear them on your forehead as reminders. 9 Write them 

on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. (Deut 6 v 7 – 9) 

 

These verses tell us how we can learn to tell false prophets from true ones, 

and how to keep our moral compass pointed to true north especially 

when, as sometimes happens, changing societal norms may not be 

moving in the same direction as God.  

 

Keep checking your compass, it’s the only way to not get lost. 

Helen Evans. 


