
Sunday 29th November 

Advent 1 

Isaiah 64: 1 – 9; Psalm 80: 1 – 7, 16 – 18; Mark 13: 24 – 37 

 

As a child in Primary school I enjoyed the start of 

the new school year in September, we were 

given brand new pencils with which to write and 

colour, and brand new exercise books that I 

vowed to myself I would keep neat this year 

and always do my best handwriting – that never 

happened of course. There was a new 

classroom to explore and, usually, a new teacher to get to know. It was a 

time of excitement and promise, a time of looking forward just as the 

January New Year is for many people. The New Year holds the promise 

that things will change, we have a resolve to do things better – sometimes 

that does happen! It’s a time of expectation and hope for the future. 

 

It wasn’t until I was an adult that I discovered another new year, 

Advent, the start of the Church’s year. Advent, a time of 

promise, expectation, hope and building excitement. A 

time when we look back to celebrate the birth of Jesus, 

and a time when we look forward to the day that Jesus 

will return in triumph. 

 

Isaiah and the Psalmist are pleading for some of that hope 

from God who seems to have forgotten his people. Isaiah says 

 

As fire causes wood to burn and water to boil, your coming would 

make the nations tremble. Then your enemies would learn the reason 

for your fame!                                                                     Is 64 v 2 

 

and from Psalm 80 v 1 – 2 

Please listen, O Shepherd of Israel…  Show us your mighty power. 

Come to rescue us! 

 

They acknowledge the wrongs of the people and the punishments they 

have merited, but they know that God is merciful and has forgiven them 

in the past. They plead with him to do the same thing again, reminding 

God that if the people don’t hear from him, if they think he has 

abandoned them, they will turn to other gods. 

 

It’s that first verse from Isaiah though which really caught my attention, 

Oh, that you would burst from the heavens and come down! 



 

because that was just what God did, not immediately 

and not in the way that was expected, but when he 

did it brought to us the hope that Isaiah and the 

Psalmist were pleading for. Brought it at a terrible cost. 

 

In these days when we are worried about not being with our families at 

Christmas, let’s remember that the first Christmas meant that the Father 

and the Son, who had lived in communion, were separated from each 

other. That separation was to last for more than thirty years, what joy there 

must have been when Jesus ascended back to be with the Father and 

the Spirit again.  

 

We mark the days during Advent until we reach the celebration of ‘God 

with us’, the fulfilment of the promise of a saviour, an answer to the 

pleading from Isaiah and the Psalmist. What we tend to forget is the 

second event that we are meant to watch for, somehow it gets lost in the 

busyness of preparing to celebrate. I suspect that if we’re honest many of 

us don’t give much thought to it at all, at any time. Yet Jesus deems it 

important enough to warn us to “Watch for him!” (Mk 13 v 37).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus’s words about his return are reported in Matthew, Mark and Luke. 

Through the years these words, these signs, have been linked with the 

Revelation of John and people have tied themselves in knots trying to 

interpret ‘the signs’. What they fail to remember is that Jesus also said 

“However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will 

happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the 

Father knows. 33 And since you don’t know when that time will come, 

be on guard! Stay alert!  (Mk 13 v 32 – 33) 

 

In the Celtic church this event, the return of Christ, the end of all things, 



the Day of Judgement, is traditionally known as the third coming of Christ. 

The first coming is his birth in Bethlehem the second is described by David 

Cole in his introduction to Celtic Advent (© David Cole 2018) as  

…the coming of Christ into our own selves. This was not just a single 

event… but it was a continual activity in every part of our lives on a 

daily basis. 

 

Jesus told us to stay alert, be on our guard and watch for him.  

 

I don’t think that this means standing 

around watching the skies, or even 

interpreting the signs. I think that it 

means letting God into every corner of 

our lives, allowing the Holy Spirit to 

guide us and remind us of the 

teachings of Jesus in every decision 

we make. During Advent, as with Lent, 

we prepare by examining our lives and 

asking God to show us where we need to change our ways, to become 

more like Jesus. 

 

In the words of David Cole again 

…this is about Christ being intrinsically involved and 

interwoven in every part and aspect of our 

everyday lives.  

 

If we are allowing that to happen it won’t matter when Christ is going to 

return, we’ll be ready.  

 

We have no idea when Jesus will return in triumph because only the 

Father knows – we hate that don’t we? As a species we like to know what 

is going to happen and when it will happen, we don’t like uncertainty. It’s 

why we hear continual demands to know when this pandemic will end, 

why people keep saying they’re confused by the constantly changing 

situation. 

 

We also need to remember that nobody has ‘cancelled’ Christmas, and 

our political leaders have not ‘saved’ Christmas. That first Christmas 

happened, Jesus was born into our world to restore our relationship with 

God as Isaiah and the Psalmist begged. We can celebrate that even if 

we are not with our families or friends, and if it hurts to be separated in 

that way, know that God understands and shares your pain. 

 



We have hope, we have a promise, we can look to the future with 

expectation, excitement, and joy.  

 

Happy New Year! 

 


