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PAX 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 

 
 

Shower, O heavens, from above, 
    and let the skies rain down righteousness; 
let the earth open, that salvation may spring 
up, 
    and let it cause righteousness to sprout up 
also; 
    I the LORD have created it. 

—Isaiah 45:8 

 
Grace Carol Bomer (Canadian American, 1948–), Appalachian Rhapsody in Blues: or, He 
Will Come to Us Like the Spring Rains, 2015. Oil and wax on panel, 48 × 48 in. 

 
I have found myself lost in this picture. I love the idea of the God/Man coming 
to us like the ‘Spring Rains’ – How we are in need of refreshment and 
revitalising. Advent is always a dark time: A time of struggle, temptation, and 
loneliness. All these words seem to encapsulate the secular understanding of 
Christmas. It is almost as if we are being told: “No pressure, you will enjoy 
yourselves!” Therein lies the problem. The world wants us to conform. This 
means buying ourselves happiness and living the dream of the celebrities and 
adverts that are presented to us. How refreshing the words of Isaiah are. The 
picture, to me, is a mountain top experience. The blue (the colour of divinity) is 
breaking out as the golden light of revelation opens our eyes to Salvation or, as 
we would pray in Advent, the coming Salvation through God’s Son, the Christ 
child. 

 
Fr. Alfred Delp S.J. was a Roman Catholic Priest in Munich 
during the Second World War who was murdered by the Nazi’s. 
His writings are not as well-known as Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
nevertheless, they are a rewarding read. Fr. Delp saw the First 
Sunday of Advent as a time for us to ‘pray through and endure 
our own individual reality’1 
 

 
1 Advent of the Heart, Alfred Delp p.67 

https://gracecarolbomer.com/
https://gracecarolbomer.com/
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We need to take responsibility and make decisions from this time forth in our 
lives. Not an easy task in the current climate. Being forced to make a decision 
that changes your life is not easy. How hard it must have been for Mary and 
Joseph to accept that they must travel to Bethlehem. Life and Advent are 
difficult!  The Second Sunday of Advent Fr. Delp asks us to consider our 
responsibility for the world. A responsibility that lays heavily on all of us, as we 
live with the knowledge of climate change and that we must change. The 
emphasis has evolved from us as individuals and our Salvation, to the destiny 
of the world and the role we must play. He writes “…we stand in this world, not 
as people in hiding, but as those who help prepare the way of the only-begotten 
Son of God.” 2 What does this mean for you? For our church community? Our 
Communion? Our lives may not be as comfortable as we would wish, but they 
are infinitely more comfortable than sitting in an underpowered dinghy with 30 
other people trying to cross the Channel! Twenty First Century life is all about 
borders and boundaries. We would do well to remember that they are all 
manmade – not of God. If the pandemic has taught us anything it has most 
assuredly taught us that we all rely on each other. The Earth is a global society! 
 
More than ever we need to live deeply centred in the Holy Spirit. We should 
desire to save people and not be selfish and focus on our own egos and fears. 
We must be vital people who talk about Joy, Peace, and Hope overflowing. 
God is not dead! The coming of God’s Son to Mary and Joseph and you and 
me at Christmas illustrates the voluntary vulnerability of God. This is how we 
are being called to live. Christian life is simple, but it must be taken seriously, 
that is what makes it difficult. We must always view life from God’s perspective 
and live accordingly. Which brings me to this final picture by Grace Carol 
Bomer entitled ‘Being Human”.  What do you make of it? We cannot spend all 
our lives with mountain top experiences where we began this journey. 

 

Wishing you an Adventurous Advent. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Christopher 
    Rector 
 
To contact the Rector: Christopher 
Tel:  01556 505894 Email: 
cg.ketley@zen.co.uk 
Web: https://dcdchurches.org.uk  
 

 
2 Ibid p.71 

mailto:cg.ketley@zen.co.uk
https://dcdchurches.org.uk/
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Support at St.Ninian’s, Castle Douglas & Christ Church, Dalbeattie  
 

 If anyone is in need of help, conversation or 
prayer please do not hesitate to contact 
Christopher 01556 505894, Helen Evans 01556 
504007 or Christine Collier 01556 670275. We are 
all available to talk or help in any way.  
It is important that we keep in touch as much as 
possible.  
 
Please continue to pray for:  Judi Rumble, Francis 

Turnbull and Barbara, Audrey Pointon, Brenda Moorland, Katherine Hatfield 
and Jenny Wright, Anne and Marion Gardner. 
 
RIP: Erle Gardner. Please pray keep Anne and Marion in your prayers at this 
time. 
 
Church Service Times 
St. Ninian’s, Castle Douglas: 
Family Eucharist 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 11am. 
 
Christ Church, Dalbeattie: 
Family Eucharist 2nd and 4th Sundays at 11am. 
 
5th Sunday Family Eucharist alternates between churches 
 
Gospel Readings for Advent 2.  5th December 
Sunday   Advent 1   Luke 3: 1-6 
Monday   St. Nicholas  Luke 5: 17-26 
Tuesday   St. Ambrose of Milan John 10: 11-16 
Wednesday  Immaculate Conception of the BVM Luke 1: 26-38 

Thursday   feria    Matt 11: 11-15 
Friday   feria    Matt 11: 16-19 
Saturday   feria    Matt 17: 10-13 
 
 
Prayer Themes for Advent  2 Sunday 
Sunday: For victims of violence and abuse. For Refugees and Asylum 

Seekers as they make their journeys to safety. We pray they may 
be welcomed and cared for. For the mission of our church and our 
church family.  

Monday: For continued Peace in the world. For tolerance, understanding and 
agreement among the nations. An end to Racism. 
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Tuesday: For young adults, young people and children as they deal with the 
changes in the world. For all in education and who work with 
children and young people. 

Wednesday: We pray for our care homes and especially their residents at 
Bothwell House, Hanover House, Carlingwark Care Home, 
Barlochan House Care Home, Munchies Park House, and Alma 
McFadyen Care Centre. For those at home who are dependent on 
carers and those who look after them. 

Thursday: For our politicians, Governments, Councils and all in   
                  authority. For those in financial difficulties. For those suffering  
                  domestic abuse. 
Friday:  For those persecuted for their Faith. For those awaiting execution 

on death row. 
Saturday:  For all nations struggling with the Covid pandemic. For a fair 

distribution of vaccines across the world. 
For the NHS, our local surgeries, and all at DGRI as we move 
towards the winter and its increased risks of illnesses. For all who 
are struggling with continued restrictions. For our own communities. 

 
Dates for your diary 
December 
5th 11am, Sunday St. Ninian’s Family Eucharist 
8th  Immaculate Conception of the BVM, 

10am Eucharist, Christ Church 
12th 11am, Sunday Family Eucharist Christ Church 
12th 4pm  Carol by Lantern Light, Churches Together Dalbeattie 

Dalbeattie Woods 
14th  2-4pm, Tuesday, Mothers Union in the Gordon Hall 
15th  7pm, Zoom Group Discussing Christmas Story in Luke Chapter 1 & 2 
19th 11am, Sunday Family Eucharist St. Ninian’s 
22nd Carol Service at Christ Church (time to be confirmed) 

 
Christmas Eve 
24th 11.30pm  Midnight Mass, St.Ninian’s 
Christmas Day 
25th 9.30am Family Eucharist, Christ Church, Dalbeattie 
 11am  Family Eucharist, St. Ninian’s Castle Douglas 
26th 11am  Christmas 1, Family Eucharist, Christ Church, Dalbeattie 
2022 
January 
1st 11am  Mary Mother of God, New Year’s Day, 

Said Eucharist, Christ Church, Dalbeattie 
2nd 11am  2nd Sunday after Christmas, Family Eucharist St. Ninian’s 
6th  10am  The Epiphany of the Lord (to be confirmed) 
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Prayer in our churches 
Prayer, and praying for others, is an important part of our church life and life as 
Christians. Each week in this newsletter there is a list of people for whom we 
are asked to pray at home. These names are also often included in the service 
intercessions. If you or someone you know would like to be added to this public 
list please contact Christopher or Helen Evans (contact numbers can be found 
just after the Rector’s letter at the start of this newsletter). 
 
There is also a small group of intercessors who are committed to praying for 
urgent needs and for those who prefer to keep their need less public. We are 
given the first name and surname initial (in case there is more than one person 
with the same name), and a brief indication of the prayer need. Edith Thorp co-
ordinates the Prayer Chain and should be contacted if you want a name 
included - edith.thorp@icloud.com or 01556 610816. 
 
If you would like to be one of our intercessors please contact Edith and she will 
add you to the people to whom she sends the prayer needs. 
 
We don’t always get the answer we want or expect when we pray, and it 
doesn’t always come immediately but remember 

The LORD has set apart the faithful for himself; 
    the LORD hears when I call to him. (Psalm 4 v 3) 

 
Courses: 

Saturday, 4th December  
10 to 3.30pm 
 in the Gordon Memorial Hall 
POSTPONED UNTIL JANUARY 
2022 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wednesday, 7pm 15th December Zoom Group 

Luke’s Gospel and the 
 

Christmas Story 
 
 
 

“If the doors of perception were cleansed, everything would be seen as it is.” 
William Blake 

mailto:edith.thorp@icloud.com
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When did you really look at the Christmas story in Luke’s Gospel? 
 
In a very relaxed way we will be considering the first two chapters of Luke’s 
gospel. We shall through art, conversation, and calling upon ancient and 
modern resources see how the understanding of Jesus’ Birth has evolved. We 
will also see what the Christmas message contains for us today and the 
message it contains for each of us. 
 
To receive an invitation please email cg.ketley@zen.co.uk or phone 01556 
505894 
 
An Advent Retreat can be found at: 

https://www.onlineprayer.net/advent-retreat/  
 

Advent Thoughts: 

 
Oh, the leaky boundaries of man-made states! 
How many clouds float past them with impunity; 
how much desert sand shifts from one land to another; 
how many mountain pebbles tumble onto foreign soil 
in provocative hops! 
 
Need I mention every single bird that flies in the face of 
frontiers 
or alights on the roadblock at the border? 
A humble robin—still, its tail resides abroad 
while its beak stays home. If that weren’t enough, it won’t stop bobbing! 

mailto:cg.ketley@zen.co.uk
https://www.onlineprayer.net/advent-retreat/


 7 

Among innumerable insects, I’ll single out only the ant 
between the border guard’s left and right boots 
blithely ignoring the questions “Where from?” and “Where to?” 
 
Oh, to register in detail, at a glance, the chaos 
prevailing on every continent! 
Isn’t that a privet on the far bank 
smuggling its hundred-thousandth leaf across the river? 
And who but the octopus, with impudent long arms, 
would disrupt the sacred bounds of territorial waters? 
 
And how can we talk of order overall 
when the very placement of the stars 
leaves us doubting just what shines for whom? 
Not to speak of the fog’s reprehensible drifting! 
And dust blowing all over the steppes 
as if they hadn’t been partitioned! 
And the voices coasting on obliging airwaves, 
that conspiratorial squeaking, those indecipherable mutters! 
 
Only what is human can truly be foreign. 
The rest is mixed vegetation, subversive moles, and wind. 
 
This poem was originally published in Polish in Wisława Szymborska’s 1976 
collection Wielka liczba (A Large Number). It appears in English translation by 
Clare Cavanagh and Stanisław Barańczak, as here, in Map: Collected and Last 
Poems by Wisława Szymborska (Houghton Mifflin, 2015). 
 
Christmas Trivia from an Advent book 
I have often been challenged by people saying that Christmas was a pagan 
festival stolen by Christians. I really wish that I had known the information in 
Christmas. Tradition, Truth and Total Baubles by Nick Page. 
 
The pagan festival in question was Sol Invictus (The Invincible Sun) 
inaugurated by the emperor Aurelian which took place on 25th December, the 
winter solstice according to the Roman calendar. The theory goes that 
Christians, looking for a date to celebrate Christ’s incarnation simply hijacked 
an existing festival. There is, however, no date given for the inauguration of Sol 
Invictus, the first written evidence of its existence is in the Philocalian Calendar 
written by Furius Dionysius Filocalus in 353/4. The same document also 
contains the first written evidence of 25th December being a Christian 
celebration in Rome by quoting from an earlier document written around 336. 
It’s entirely possible that the festival was a Christian one that was hijacked by 
the pagans! 

https://amzn.to/3oauy53
https://amzn.to/3oauy53
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Another theory for the reason that 25th December was chosen comes from the 
idea – propounded by some early church theologians –  

that perfect people must, by definition, live mathematically whole, perfect 
lives.  (N. Page. p38) 

Tertullian, Augustine and others had decided that Jesus died on 25th March AD 
29. To keep perfect symmetry, if he died on the 25th March he must have been 
conceived on the 25th March (which is when we celebrate The Annunciation). 
Count on nine months from March and you arrive at December. There is 
evidence that Christians in North Africa accepted these dates as important in 
the Christian calendar as far back as AD 221 – some 50 years before Aurelian. 
 
You may think this is a lot of theological, symbolic rubbish, but it shows that 
Christians were not just piggy-backing on pagan festivals. Maybe God has 
allowed it to be that way so that at the darkest point of the year we have a 
reason to light lights and celebrate the new hope that came into the world. 
 
 
 

 
 
 


