
Advent 2, 6th December, 2020 
Isaiah 49: 1-11; Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3: 8-15a; Mark 1: 1-8 

 
“The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 

        Mark 1: 1 
 
Unless you are cynical, the news recently has been hopeful: one could 
even go as far as to say ‘there is an air of expectancy’. As followers of 
Jesus Christ in the season of Advent this is to be expected, but the 
expectancy concerns the coming of ‘the vaccine’ rather than the Coming 
of God’s Son. Christmas, in our secular world, appears to be an excuse 
to put decorations up and shop. The celebrations this year will be 
somewhat subdued by the number of people we have lost, due to the 
pandemic. Our lives have been altered, perhaps forever because of 
events. Worse may be to come with so many people losing their 
livelihood in recent weeks, and perhaps even more uncertainty to follow? 
 
Throughout this year it has felt as if we have been teetering on the edge 
of an abyss. The Gk. ἄβυσσος, means bottomless, unfathomable, 
boundless. There are three passages in the New Testament which 
immediately spring to mind concerning the abyss; Lk 8:31Gadarene 
Swine, and two from Revelation; the beast rising from the sea Rev 13:1, 
and 11: 7 where the beast rises from the bottomless pit. The Duomo, 
Cappella Nova, in Orvieto show some terrifying scenes of the 
Apocalypse painted by Luca Signorelli1 where we see people being 
thrown into the abyss after the Last Judgement. 

 
 
(Here we see the dammed being 
plunged into hell.)  
 
The abyss looks a frightening place and 
there are some terrifying scenes 
painted in the Cappella Nova. Is it any 
wonder that the film director Zeffirelli 
said of the Italian people that they were 
“prisoners of the last 2,000 years of the 
Catholic Church.”  
 
You may well imagine my utter Joy, 
when I recently discovered a wonderful 
statue entitled Christ of the Abyss! 
Salvation and Hope all rolled into one  

 
1 http://www.travelingintuscany.com/art/lucasignorelli/sanbriziochapel.htm  
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amazing sculpture! Where would you expect to find it, but of course in 
the abyss: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here we see Christ of the Abyss, in 56 feet of water, in the Cove of San 
Fruttuoso, between Camogli and Portofino on the Italian Riviera. This 
statue gives me such hope! Amidst all the toil and strife of life, and the 
obvious fear that Luca Signorelli had of the abyss, there is Jesus praying 
and interceding for you and me! 
 
So what does the opening sentence from Mark’s gospel mean to you? 
 

“The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 
 
Surely, it means the beginning and foundation of our Faith and the 
fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy. Here is the root of Christian Faith 
founded upon the Jewish Scriptures. The Joy of the Good News. The 
presentation of Jesus as the strong one in the contemporary world, 
which seems fragile and threatening. Yet, Jesus will overcome. 
 
So how will you encounter God this Advent… ? 
 
 


