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Advent 3. 12th December 2021 

 
PAX 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 

 
9, 8 ,7 ,6 5, 4 ,3 ,2 ,1… 

 
Countdowns were a cause of great 
excitement when I was a child. 
Invariably the cause of the excitement 
was a launch from Cape Canaveral 
with James Burke commentating. There 
appear to be many ‘Countdowns’ these 
days, usually for billionaires going into 
space. I saw a telling cartoon which 
showed Jeff Bezos’s office door with a 

sign which read ‘gone to space back in 10 minutes’. Somethings we do in life 
can seem so important, yet are so futile. Faith gives us a purpose and a goal. 
The countdown to Christmas for the secular world is marked perhaps by an 
Advent Kalendar or, as it used to be in the days of posting Christmas Cards, 
the last day for posting abroad, then second and then first class last days for 
post. The Lectionary of Holy Church marks our countdown. We have passed 
the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception and it will soon be the Feast of St. 
Lucy (13th December). These great feast days mark our inexorable procession 
towards the coming of the light, the ‘Light of Christ’ or Christmas. 
 
Our Faith can cost us hardly anything or everything. St. Lucy’s story, (a third 
century martyr of the Diocletian persecution)1reminds us of the personal cost of 
discipleship. In a similar way to St. Stephen, whose feast day follows Christmas 
Day. In Scandinavia St. Lucy’s feast day is a cause of great celebration. It is 
celebrated with white gowns, candles and buns! 

The night treads heavily 
around yards and dwellings 
In places unreached by sun, 
the shadows brood 
Into our dark house she comes, 
bearing lighted candles, 
Saint Lucia, Saint Lucia. 

 
1 https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/saints/lucy.shtml  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/saints/lucy.shtml
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If you were Swedish you would also know this well-known song. We will enjoy 
Santa Lucia buns after our Eucharist on Sunday at Christ Church. Faith can be 
fun! However, there is a darker side as I discovered earlier this week with the 
discovery of a heel bone with a nail through it. 

It was found in a Roman burial site 
near Cambridge dating from the first 
century.2 Further testing of the heel 
in Bedford showed that the heel 
belonged to a native Britain who may 
have worked in a local soap-making 
shed, where he would have split 
marrow bones. The image is quite 

chilling. 

Perhaps, Holy Church has rather 
sanitised crucifixion through it’s 

symbolism of the Cross over the years. Yet, the purging and persecution of 
Christians continues. There is a book you may be interested to read by Janine 
di Giovanni called “The Vanishing: The Twighlight of Christianity in the Middle 
East.”3 It reveals the plight and possible extinction of Christian communities 
across Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Egypt and Palestine after 2000 years in their 
homeland. Christians have fled the lands where their prophets wandered, 
where Jesus Christ preached, where the great Doctors and hierarchs of the 
Early Church established the doctrinal norms that last to the present day. The 
book unveils how from Syria to Egypt, the cities of northern Iraq to the Gaza 
Strip, ancient communities, the birthplaces of prophets and saints, are losing 
any living connection to the religion that once was such a characteristic feature 
of their social and cultural lives. 

Christians are often called ‘Lantern bearers’ (this maybe due to the novel 
written by Rosemary Sutcliffe) but we do carry the ‘Light of Christ’ into the dark 
corners of the world and fill them with Love and Hope. Rather like the St. Lucy 
head candles. I was sent this prayer by Mary Collins from the D&G Interfaith 
Group in the aftermath of the sad death of the refugees in the Channel. 

“God of justice, we bring before you political leaders, advisers and decision-
makers who hold the fate of others in their hands. Make them aware of the 
causes of migration and flight. Keep their consciences alive so that refugees 
are offered protection and dignity. Let them agree rules of residence that are 
based on human rights and guided by solidarity and compassion. 

 
2 https://www.livescience.com/crucified-roman-era-man-found-uk  
3 https://www.amazon.co.uk/Vanishing-Twilight-Christianity-Middle-East/dp/1526625830  

https://www.livescience.com/crucified-roman-era-man-found-uk
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Vanishing-Twilight-Christianity-Middle-East/dp/1526625830
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God of peace, give us the strength to 
be witnesses of the suffering of the 
world and fill us with the fire of your 
Spirit to renew our efforts to serve 
those in need and give us the grace to 
welcome, learn and share our lives 
with people who come to live in our 

communities. Amen.” 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Christopher 
 Rector 
 
To contact the Rector: Christopher Tel: 01556 505894  
Email: cg.ketley@zen.co.uk Web: https://dcdchurches.org.uk  
 
Support at St.Ninian’s, Castle Douglas & Christ Church, Dalbeattie  
 

 If anyone is in need of help, conversation or 
prayer please do not hesitate to contact 
Christopher 01556 505894, Helen Evans 01556 
504007 or Christine Collier 01556 670275. We are 
all available to talk or help in any way.  
It is important that we keep in touch as much as 
possible.  
 
Please continue to pray for:  Judi Rumble, Francis 

Turnbull and Barbara, Audrey Pointon, Brenda Morland, Katherine Hatfield and 
Jenny Wright. 
 
RIP: Erle and Anne Gardner. Please pray keep Marion in your prayers at this 
time. 
 
Church Service Times 
St. Ninian’s, Castle Douglas: 
Family Eucharist 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 11am. 
 
Christ Church, Dalbeattie: 
Family Eucharist 2nd and 4th Sundays at 11am. 

mailto:cg.ketley@zen.co.uk
https://dcdchurches.org.uk/


 4 

 
5th Sunday Family Eucharist alternates between churches 
 
Gospel Readings for Advent 3. 12th December 
Sunday   Advent 3   Luke 3: 7-18 
Monday   St. Lucy   Matt 25: 1-13 
Tuesday   St. John of the Cross Luke 14: 25-33 
Wednesday  Ember Day   Luke 7: 18b-23 
Thursday   feria    Luke 7: 24-30 
Friday   Ember Day   Matt 1: 18-24 
Saturday   Ember Day   Luke 5: 5-25 
 
Prayer Themes for Advent  3 Sunday 
Sunday: For victims of violence and abuse. For Refugees and Asylum 

Seekers as they make their journeys to safety. We pray they may 
be welcomed and cared for. For the mission of our church and our 
church family.  

Monday: For continued Peace in the world. For tolerance, understanding and 
agreement among the nations. An end to Racism. 

Tuesday: For young adults, young people and children as they deal with the 
changes in the world. For all in education and who work with 
children and young people. 

Wednesday: We pray for our care homes and especially their residents at 
Bothwell House, Hanover House, Carlingwark Care Home, 
Barlochan House Care Home, Munchies Park House, and Alma 
McFadyen Care Centre. For those at home who are dependent on 
carers and those who look after them. 

Thursday: For our politicians, Governments, Councils and all in   
                  authority. For those in financial difficulties. For those suffering  
                  domestic abuse. 
Friday:  For those persecuted for their Faith. For those awaiting execution 

on death row. 
Saturday:  For all nations struggling with the Covid pandemic. For a fair 

distribution of vaccines across the world. 
For the NHS, our local surgeries, and all at DGRI as we move 
towards the winter and its increased risks of illnesses. For all who 
are struggling with continued restrictions. For our own communities. 

 
Dates for your diary 
December 
12th 11am, Sunday Family Eucharist Christ Church 
12th 4pm  Carol by Lantern Light, Churches Together Dalbeattie 

Dalbeattie Woods 
14th  2-4pm, Tuesday, Mothers Union in the Gordon Hall 
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15th  7pm, Zoom Group Discussing Christmas Story in Luke Chapter 1 & 2 
19th 11am, Sunday Family Eucharist St. Ninian’s 
22nd 5pm, Carol Service at Christ Church  
 
Christmas Eve 
24th 11.30pm  Midnight Mass, St.Ninian’s 
Christmas Day 
25th 9.30am Family Eucharist, Christ Church, Dalbeattie 
 11am  Family Eucharist, St. Ninian’s Castle Douglas 
26th 11am  Christmas 1, Family Eucharist, Christ Church, Dalbeattie 
29th 5pm  Christmas Carols at St. Ninian’s, 
 
2022 
January 
1st 11am  Mary Mother of God, New Year’s Day, 

Said Eucharist, Christ Church, Dalbeattie 
2nd 11am  2nd Sunday after Christmas, Family Eucharist St. Ninian’s 
6th  10am  The Epiphany of the Lord (to be confirmed) 
 
SECMA - Scottish Episcopal Church Missionary Association 
 

A very long time ago (perhaps in the 19th century) 
the SEC were given the missionary responsibility to 
raise money and awareness for two parts of the 
Anglican Communion - Kafraria, Eastern Cape, 
South Africa, and Chandra, West Bengal, India. 
 
I grew up with this knowledge and in my teens Dr Guy 
Danes, came to speak of the work in Kafraria. In the 
1950s/60s, the SEC employed the Rev’d Leslie Drage 
to go and see, and come back and tell us of the wider 

church.  One year in the early 1960s the Diocesan Youth Conference invited him 
as their speaker. It was a pivotal experience for me, in my involvement and 
interest in the work of the Anglican Communion.    
 
In 1995 when I returned to Scotland, I became interested in SECMA, the present 
day SEC missionary charity.   It is a very small charity working with small projects 
that aren’t covered by the big charities.   This year they are supporting work in 
South Africa, eSwatini, Kenya, South Sudan, Palestine, Myanmar, Botswana, 
Latvia, Ethiopia, Lebanon.   This year contributions from the Dioceses raised 
£5632, of which our Diocese raised £290, the Diocese of Brechin raised £1465! 
 
I commend this charity to your notice. 
Edith E Thorp 
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Prayer in our churches 
Prayer, and praying for others, is an important part of our church life and life as 
Christians. Each week in this newsletter there is a list of people for whom we 
are asked to pray at home. These names are also often included in the service 
intercessions. If you or someone you know would like to be added to this public 
list please contact Christopher or Helen Evans (contact numbers can be found 
just after the Rector’s letter at the start of this newsletter). 
 
There is also a small group of 
intercessors who are committed to 
praying for urgent needs and for 
those who prefer to keep their need 
less public. We are given the first 
name and surname initial (in case 
there is more than one person with 
the same name), and a brief 
indication of the prayer need. Edith Thorp co-ordinates the Prayer Chain and 
should be contacted if you want a name included - edith.thorp@icloud.com or 
01556 610816. 
 
If you would like to be one of our intercessors please contact Edith and she will 
add you to the people to whom she sends the prayer needs. 
 
St Ninian’s Rotas 
There are rotas on the notice board at St Ninian’s for the Sanctuary Guild and 
for volunteers to make and serve refreshments after the Sunday morning 
service. Please sign up. 
 
An Advent Retreat can be found at: 
https://www.onlineprayer.net/advent-retreat/ 
 
 

Advent Thought: 
 
Zechariah and the Least Expected Places by Ben Thomas 

Jerusalem and the holy temple filled with smoke 
Zechariah shuns the news from the angel of hope 
Stuck behind an incense cloud of religion and disappointment 

God keeps slipping out of underneath rocks 
In alleys off the beaten path 
Open both your eyes 

mailto:edith.thorp@icloud.com
https://www.onlineprayer.net/advent-retreat/
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Prophets and kings and poets can contribute their work 
Just like eggs in a nest are alive with the promise of birds 
But the Lord of creation will not be subjected to expectation 

God keeps slipping out of underneath rocks 
In alleys off the beaten path 
Open both your eyes 

Elizabeth, barren, her knees black and dirty like coal 
Her consistent prayers float to the sky and revive her soul 
God, we will wait though we don’t understand your redemptive story 

God keeps slipping out of underneath rocks 
In alleys off the beaten path 
Open both our eyes 

 
Courses: 

Wednesday, 7pm 15th December Zoom Group 
Luke’s Gospel and the 

 
Christmas Story 

 
 
 

“If the doors of perception were cleansed, everything would be seen as it is.” 
William Blake 

When did you really look at the Christmas story in Luke’s Gospel? 
 
In a very relaxed way we will be considering the first two chapters of Luke’s 
gospel. We shall through art, conversation, and calling upon ancient and 
modern resources see how the understanding of Jesus’ Birth has evolved. We 
will also see what the Christmas message contains for us today and the 
message it contains for each of us. 
 
To receive an invitation please email cg.ketley@zen.co.uk or phone 01556 
505894 
 

mailto:cg.ketley@zen.co.uk
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2022 
 
10.15am to 3.30pm 
Saturday, 22nd January 
In the Gordon Memorial Hall 

 Details to follow 
 


