
Some ideas for making the most of Advent 

“Shop even earlier for Christmas” is the slogan for this year. It probably makes sense, 

especially if we can’t meet up with our families and will maybe have to send gifts 

through the post. The added bonus is that if we shop early maybe we can utilise 

Advent for its original purpose – watching and waiting in joy and hope for the birth of 

our King and Saviour – instead of arriving at the day feeling frazzled with last minute 

shopping, having given little thought to the reason for all the preparations. 

 

This Sunday is All Saint’s Day, it also happens to be the 4th Sunday before Advent which 

makes it a good time to be thinking about how to make the most of Advent as a time 

of preparation. One of the things I have done for several years is to use an Advent 

study book to guide my Bible reading and turn my thoughts in the right direction – I 

have spent many pleasant hours in Christian bookshops browsing to find the book that 

‘speaks’ to me. Sadly, that isn’t possible this year but I have been looking at some 

Christian book suppliers online. I offer a few suggestions from the many, many 

possibilities. Some are new this year, others are from previous years but still relevant, 

some I have used but most I haven’t. Some can be found as e-books, some can be 

found on Amazon (but not always cheaper!), some can be found at more than one of 

the suppliers I checked. If you don’t have access to the internet please see my 

comments at the end. 

 

The suppliers I have looked at are: 

Church House Books:  

https://chbookshop.hymnsam.co.uk/category/christian-books/advent-and-christmas-

1073 

Aslan Christian Books: https://www.aslanchristianbooks.com/christmas/advent/ 

Eden.co.uk: https://www.eden.co.uk/christian-books/christmas-and-advent-books 

 

First, some that can be used as a family resource: 

 

Advent together: The Advent Family Devotional.  

Steve + Bekah Legg. £5.99 (Aslan) 

Daily readings, prayers, thoughts and activities. 

 

 

 

 

A Better than anything Christmas. Barbara Reaoch. £4.99 (Aslan) 

25 reasons why Jesus came. Daily readings, questions, explanations and 

prayers. Journaling space for all the family. 

 

 

 

 

Create + Celebrate: The Jesse Tree. Deborah Locke. £7.93 (Eden) 

A unique Advent custom and a fun activity combine for an interactive 

way to count the days to Christmas. The Jesse Tree represents the family 

tree of Jesus. Templates to create the symbols with Bible references and 

meanings explained. 
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The Advent Jesse Tree. Dean Lambert Smith. £14.46 (Eden) 

Similar to the previous one but with two sets of readings, an adult version 

and a child version. 

 

 

 

 

Wild Advent. Rachel Summers. £7.83 (Eden) 

It’s not clear that this is for families but there can’t be many children who 

wouldn’t want to get outside even in the cold! 

Wild Advent provides an outdoor activity for each day of the four weeks of 

Advent, progressing through the Carmelite themes for Advent of Waiting, 

Accepting, Journeying, and Birthing. Wrap up warm and head outside to 

create your own icicle, breathe like a baby dragon, make pebble pictures, do some 

sand art… 

                             ********************************************************* 

The rest are a variety of more adult resources. 

 

The Meaning is in the Waiting. Paula Gooder. £8.09 (Church House Books) 

A biblical guide to the season of Advent and an exploration of its central 

theme of waiting in the company of the biblical characters who feature 

prominently in the lectionary readings for the season. 

 

 

 

 Hope that Transforms. Rev Dr Ian Paul. £4.99 (Church House Books) 

This simple book of short daily readings is the perfect antidote to the frenzy 

that is December. It reminds us too that Christmas starts and doesn't end on 

the 25th. The lectionary readings for the season focus on hope and justice 

as the Church keeps Advent and watches and waits for the promise of light 

and hope. Reflections by students of St John’s College, Nottingham. 

 

 

An Advent Pilgrimage. Paul Nicholson. £8.99 (Church House Books) 

In this book, we are invited to reflect upon our own personal journey 

towards God in the course of our lives, and review our progress as the year 

draws to an end. Beginning with the first Sunday of Advent and travelling 

towards the birth of Christ at Christmas, the material for each day is divided 

into four parts: A gift to ask God for, A reflection for the road, Scripture to 

accompany you, and Words for the Journey. This book is printed to order, allow 2-3 

weeks for delivery. 

 

 

The Birth of Christ (Book + CD) £3.99 (Aslan) 

Uses Bible readings, works by Rembrandt and a variety of music to engage 

with the great story of the birth of Christ.  

 

 

 

 



 

At Home in Advent. Gordon Giles. £7.49 (Aslan) 

Focusing on the everyday stuff we typically associate with this time of year, 

including some things not so festive, he reflects on their spiritual 

significance, meaning and message in today's world. The book moves 

though major Advent themes of expectation, waiting, mortality and hope 

to the joy of incarnation and salvation. 

 

 

Celtic Advent. David Cole. £6.53 (Aslan) 

Starting in November and reflecting on Jesus' coming at his birth as well as 

into our lives by the Holy Spirit and at the world's end, the author offers a 

unique approach to the season to help you gain a new sense of wonder 

in the birth of Jesus, the Saviour of the world. 

 

 

 

The Christmas we didn’t expect. David Mathis. £6.99 (Aslan) 

Reflections for Advent that help us to adore Jesus—the one who came to 

save us and make our futures certain. Life is full of unexpected twists and 

turns and this has been particularly so in 2020. 

Be amazed once more by the unexpected details of Jesus’ unique birth 

and saving work with these short daily devotions and prayers. 

 

 

Fixated. Tim Chester. £3.87 (Eden) 

We all know that Jesus ought to be the focus of our celebration at 

Christmas. And yet, we so easily fall into the trap each year of side-lining 

Him. Using the opening chapters of Hebrews as a tour guide, these 

devotions show us the key sights of the Lord's glory and invite us to fix our 

eyes on Jesus. 

 

Into the Heart of Advent. Penelope Wilcock. £9.97 (Eden) 
 

Penelope Wilcock invites you to listen in on twenty-five conversations she's 

had with Jesus about the Christian journey and the meaning of Advent. 

 

 

 

If you don’t have access to the internet but would like to buy one of these books 

please contact me and I will order it for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I also have several books from previous years which I can loan out: 

 

Book Author 

A Feast for Advent Delia Smith 

The Heart of Christmas Chris Leonard 

Daily Advent Reflections Nick Fawcett 

On the way to Bethlehem Hilary McDowell 

The Advent Adventure David Rhodes 

The art of Waiting Wendy Bray 

Lighted Windows Margaret Silf 

Advent Joy Elizabeth Rundle 

Follow that Star. Suitable to 

use as a family discussion 

with age 7+ 

Susan Sayers 

The next two are very short scriptures and a brief 

reflection for each day 

Your Advent Journey Rev. Richard Gribble 

Special Delivery Arden W Mead 

The next two are reflections based on the Anglican 

Lectionary. They are from 2016 + 2017 but can still be 

used if you ignore the dates and just go with the day. 

Reflections for Advent 2016 Various contributors 

Reflections for Advent 2017 Various contributors 

 

I can be contacted on 01556 504007. 

 

Helen Evans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


