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PAX 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 
 
I recently came across this lovely quotation of Henri Nouwen’s1 
 
You are not what you do, although you do a lot. You are not what you have collected in 
terms of friendships and connections, although you might have many. You are not the 
popularity that you have received. You are not the success of your work. You are not what 
people say about you, whether they speak well or whether they speak poorly about you. 
All these things that keep you quite busy, quite occupied, and often quite preoccupied, are 
not telling the truth about who you are. I am here to remind you in the name of God that 
you are the Beloved Daughters and Sons of God, and that God says to you, “I have called 
you from all eternity and you are engraved from all eternity into the palms of my hands. 
You are mine. You belong to me, and I love you with an everlasting love.“ 
 
We worry so much about so many things it is important to know and 
understand the God loves and accepts you just as you are. Many see the 
Church as judgmental whereas Jesus’ message is love, forgiveness and hope! 
 
You will see further down in this letter a course that the diocese will be 
running shortly. A reminder of our relatively new service pattern and 
information of the installation screens into St. Ninian’s. There is also a 
quotation from Edith Stein that I used in the last Newsletter but is relevant in 
the light of the Henri Nouwen quotation I began with. 
 
August is a month for making the most of the opportunity to notice the 
beauty of God’s Creation. There are many many issues in the New World we 
inhabit. There is much suffering and perhaps more to come. It is now the time 
to remember what we learnt in the pandemic: everyone is important, all 
nations depend upon each other, everyone needs to be loved. 
 
I keep you all in my prayers as we pray for our world and society. 

 
1 HENRI NOUWEN 
FROM “BELOVEDNESS” (UNPUBLISHED 
TALK) IN YOU ARE THE BELOVED: DAILY MEDITATIONS FOR SPIRITUAL LIVING (HODDER & STOUGHTON, 
2017)  
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Yours in Christ 
 
Christopher 
Rector 
 
Lay Worship Leader Course 
 
A 5 session training course, for Authorised Lay Worship Leaders and those 
preparing for this role, will be offered next month.  The sessions will take 
place at 7.00pm each Monday from 8 August - 5 September.  Sessions will be 
offered via zoom, with the last session being in person. 
  
Those currently serving as Authorised Lay Worship Leaders are encouraged 
to use this as a refresher course in order to meet the commitment of ongoing 
development and training referred to in their working agreements. 
  
Those interested in attending the course should register their intention to 
participate with the Diocesan Office in advanceoffice@glasgow.anglican.org  . 
  
It is hoped that an Authorised Lay Ministry Celebration Service will take 
place in the Cathedral at 11.00am on Saturday, 8 October. 
  
The Revd Canon Gordon Fyfe 
Bishop’s advisor in Lay Ministries 
 
 
Service Times 

Sunday 

8.30am Eucharist (said) at St. Ninian’s (weekly) 

Our main service time move to 10.30am at both churches 

Weeks 1 & 3 at St. Ninian’s 

Weeks 2 & 4 at Christ Church 

5th Sunday’s to alternate between the two churches. 

Christmas and Easter and major Festivals (occurring on Sunday) services 
would be held at both churches at 9.30 & 11 ‘o’ clock. For other Feast Days 
please refer to our Websitehttps://dcdchurches.org.uk  and Notice Boards 
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Thursday 

10am Eucharist (said) at Christ Church (weekly) 
 
 
Screens in Church 
 
It has been a long journey but the installation of screens in St. Ninian’s begins 
on Monday1st August. There will be two free standing screens one situated in 
the pulpit and another behind the Memorial Book. The sound system is being 
upgraded, after much trouble with microphones and the playing of music 
files, and Wi-Fi will be available in church. This will enable us to return to 
the main altar, which we have not used since the pandemic. 
 

----------------- 
 

Christ embodies the ideal of human 
perfection: in him all bias and 
defects are removed, and the 
masculine and feminine virtues are 
united and their weaknesses 
redeemed; therefore, his true 
followers will be progressively 

exalted over their natural limitations. That is why we see in holy 
men a womanly tenderness and a truly maternal solicitude for the 
souls entrusted to them while in holy women there is manly boldness, 
proficiency, and  determination. 
 EDITH STEIN  

FROM INVINCIBLE SPIRITS: A THOUSAND YEARS OF WOMEN’S 
SPIRITUAL WRITINGS, EDITED BY FELICITY LENG 
(CANTERBURY PRESS, 2006)  


