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The Nativity: Lorenzo Monaco (Piero de Giovanni) 15th Century 

 
PAX 
Dear friends in Christ, 
 
Life, this year, has felt like an ever revolving door. Just when you think you are about 
to ‘exit’, round you go again, and again, and again… So we have arrived at another 
Christmas where we are asked to restrict our visiting and socialising. It would appear 
the only safe thing to do is to visit the animals in the Manger! There are often a variety 
of animals in the Manger but, why the Ox and the Ass? The Prophet Isaiah may give us 
a clue: 
 
The ox knows his owner, and the ass his master’s crib: but Israel has not known me, and 
my people have not understood.1 
 
Some apocryphal texts have the ass and the ox worshiping the Christ child, such as 
the gospel of pseudo-Matthew: 
 
Therefore, the animals, the ox and the ass, with him in their midst incessantly adored him. 
Then was fulfilled that which was said by Habakkuk the prophet, saying, “Between two 
animals you are made manifest.”2 
 
What though is the relationship between the ox and the ass, why are these animals 
paired together?  We will often read that traditionally, the ox is seen as Israel, and the 
ass is seen as the Gentiles.  This comes from a very important distinction about the 

 
1 Isaiah 1: 3 
2 Habakkuk 3:2 
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two animals.  The ox is a “clean” animal, and the ass is an “unclean” animal according 
to dietary proscription in the Old Testament. 

Mixing the clean and the unclean is related very clearly to the mixing of Jews and 
Gentiles.  The clearest example of this is in St-Peter’s vision of the clean and unclean 
meats3 placed together, which signify the entry of Gentiles into the body of the 
Church.  Indeed there is a Mosaic law which is rarely seen quoted in relation to the 
Nativity Icon, but which seems to hold one of the keys to the ass and the ox: 

Thou shall not plow with an ox and an ass yoked together.4 
 
The ass can be seen as the bodily representation of the gentiles. Perhaps in an 
outward form it can be seen as a beast of burden like the Church which carries  
Christ and His message. The ass’s skin can be seen as representing our fallen state and 
sensuality. The flesh carries the sacred centre, which is so precious, like the outer 
casing of the Ark. Which reminds us of the Incarnation. St. Irenaeus saw pre-
figurations of the Incarnation in Balaam’s donkey5, and Zechariah’s colt and donkey6. In 
the ox and ass of iconography we find them representing extremes coming together 
to adore the Christ in the Manger. Could this be the main message for us this 
Christmas? 
 
Our world, politics, and Faiths appear to encompass such extremes, it is proving hard 
to find the middle way. Yet, God became man so that we could regain Paradise. In 
robing Himself in human flesh God knows us intimately. He understands our joys, our 
pain, and our worries. In many ways this Christmas is more difficult than last year as 
we have travelled in hope, due to the vaccinations, and now another variant is 
present. Living in this world of pandemic seems never ending. All that we have taken, 
over the years, for granted have been removed from us. The world has seen difficult 
times in the past and will see them again. Our Faith teaches us that miracles happen. 
The birth of the Christ child at Christmas reminds us, like the flickering flame of a 
candle, that there is Hope and that all will be well in the end. We will, exit these 
seemingly ever revolving doors and all will be accepted and made one in Christ. 
 
Wishing you a blessed Christmas and every contentment in the New Year. 

Yours in Christ, 

Christopher 
 Rector 
 

 
3 Acts 10: 14 
4 Deuteronomy 22: 10 
5 Numbers 22: 21-39 
6 Zechariah 9:9 
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To contact the Rector: Christopher Tel: 01556 505894  
Email: cg.ketley@zen.co.uk Web: https://dcdchurches.org.uk  
 
Support at St.Ninian’s, Castle Douglas & Christ Church, Dalbeattie  
 

 If anyone is in need of help, conversation or prayer please do not 
hesitate to contact Christopher 01556 505894, Helen Evans 
01556 504007 or Christine Collier 01556 670275. We are all 
available to talk or help in any way.  
It is important that we keep in touch as much as possible.  
Please continue to pray for:  Judi Rumble, Francis Turnbull and 

Barbara, Audrey Pointon, Max Pohlendt, Brenda Morland, Katherine Hatfield and 
Jenny Wright. 
 
Church Service Times 
St. Ninian’s, Castle Douglas: 
Family Eucharist 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 11am. 
 
Christ Church, Dalbeattie: 
Family Eucharist 2nd and 4th Sundays at 11am. 
 
5th Sunday Family Eucharist alternates between churches 
 
Gospel Readings for Christmas 
Saturday   Christmas Day  John 1: 1-18 
Sunday   Christmas 1   Luke 2: 41-52 
Monday   St.John, Ap   John 20: 2-8 
Tuesday   The Holy Innocents, Matt 2: 13-18 
Wednesday   St.Thomas Beckett Luke 2: 22-35  
Thursday   Josephine Butler  John 4: 46-54 
Friday    John Wycliffe  John 5: 1-15 
New Year’s Day  Mary Mother of God Luke 2: 16-21 
 
Prayers for Christmas 

 
Christ is born. God’s mercy rains down. The old enmity draws to a close; the 
kingdom is amongst us. Let us pray to the Lord 
 
May your coming for the sake of the whole world make us know that the life we have 
is shared with all humanity. 
 
May your birth show us that your great gift of life is to be cherished, protected and 
honoured. 
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May you so renew your life within us that we become a source of new life for others. 
 
May your coming with that peace which the world cannot give unite us and all in your 
Creation with goodwill for each other. 
 
May the joy of this season make us look forward to the full coming of the kingdom, 
when our joy will be complete. 
 
May those who have died live now in your presence for ever and ever. Amen 
 
Dates for your diary 
 
December 
 
Christmas Day 
25th 9.30am Family Eucharist, Christ Church, Dalbeattie 
 11am  Family Eucharist, St. Ninian’s Castle Douglas 
26th   No Service 
29th 5pm  Christmas Carols at St. Ninian’s, 
 
2022 
January 
1st 11am  Mary Mother of God, New Year’s Day, 

Said Eucharist, Christ Church, Dalbeattie 
2nd 11am  2nd Sunday after Christmas, Family Eucharist St. Ninian’s (1928 Rite) 
6th  10am  The Epiphany of the Lord, Christ Church, Dalbeattie (1970 Rite) 
9th  5pm  Christ Church AGM by Zoom  
 
Booking for Church Services: 
 

• Christ Church bookings: Sue Thomas suethomas21@btinternet.com t.612863 
• St. Ninian’s bookings: For Christmas and beyond Christine 

Collier cacollier.h@gmail.com t 670275. 
• The Province Advisory Group have advised that you take a Lateral Flow test 

before attending a service. 

 
 

------------------ 



 5 

 
 
The sheep on blackening fields 
No weather-warning know 
As the thin, sapping sun 
Annihilates the snow. 
Winter has eased it’s grip, 
The struck fountain flows; 
Burns in its lamp of leaves 
The white flame of the rose. 
 
In the sharp river’s gut 
Fish blurred stars unfreeze; 
Unclench at the moor’s side 
The fist of trees. 
Unscientifically housed 
And in a hand of stone, 
Grizzles in dusty hay 
A naked child, alone. 
 
A star of bitter red 
Above the mountain crest 
Writes on the squalling dark 
Christus natus est. 
Silently we renew 
The ruined bread and wine; 
Take the huge bellied child 
Whose flesh is yours, is mine. 
 
   Charles Causley 
 
 
Courses: 
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Wednesday, 7pm, 5th January 2022  
Zoom Group 

Luke’s Gospel and the 
 

Christmas Story continued… 
 

For your Zoom invitation please contact the Rector. 
 

------------------- 
 

Scottish Episcopal Church 
Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway 

 
Christ Church, Dalbeattie 

Charity Number SC010918 
 
 

NOTICE OF 2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

The rescheduled AGM will take place on Zoom at 5pm on the  
 

Sunday 9th, January, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Issued 22nd December, 2021 
 
 


