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The ‘Thud!’ echoed in the hall, as a parcel made contact with the 
floor. There is always an excitement about opening parcels, and this 
was to be no exception – a book entitled ‘Membranes’, from Granta. 
A little while later I had sat myself down, coffee in hand, prepared for 
a good read. The story was entitled “As If in Prayer.” It looked a 
stimulating read, and it was in more ways than you would expect. 
The story was about someone who had travelled to the Greek island 
of Lesvos as a volunteer. It started rather uniquely, by talking about a 
landfill site full of discarded life jackets! As the story unwound, I 
found myself in a cemetery with the volunteer, and a Muslim man 
who was burying drowned refugees from Syria. The volunteer, in 
faltering Greek, learnt how many of the life jackets sold to refugees 
where fake. The fake lifejackets were filled with paper, bubble wrap, 
or worst still  - sawdust! Something that was sold to give hope in a 
desperate situation, was actually the purchase of a death sentence! 
Where did prayer come in? The Muslim worker prayed over the 
Syrian Refugees as he buried them. His words were: “Wash her with 
water and snow and hail… Give her a home better than her home.”1 
 
Our gospel this morning is probably best known for being the 
scripture of choice for many at funerals. It is a comforting gospel. 
One of Hope! The complete opposite of a life jacket sold to an 
unsuspecting person filled with sawdust or some other inappropriate 
material. 
 

 
 
Fake life jackets as reported in 
the Daily Telegraph2 
 

 
1 P.202 Granta 151’As If In Prayer’ Stephen Heighton 
2 Fake life jackets Creator: Xinhua /Landov / Barcroft Medi Copyright: Xinhua /Landov / Barcroft Media 
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Jesus says: “The one who believes in me will also do the works that I do”3 
 
I cannot imagine the desperate situation you must have to be in to 
sell a fake life jacket or the evil you must be filled with to do such a 
thing. It is totally contry to the Christian ‘Way’. Helen, last week, 
spoke of Labyrinths and how their twists and turns, help us to find 
God. There are many ways of finding God, and asking questions, as 
Thomas does in our gospel, is one way. There is never anything 
wrong with asking a question. A question can help the person who 
asks it find the answer or it can tell someone who is trying to explain 
where more knowledge or clarity is needed. Thomas’s question 
comes in v5 when he does not know The Way. The Way is a term 
often used to describe early Christianity. The term comes from a 
saying of Paul’s "I admit that I worship the God of our ancestors as a 
follower of the Way”4. The Way is a way of life: a way of being. 
Discovering ‘The Way’ can lead to many twists and turns in your 
life’s journey. You must “Listen”5 to Jesus, and the Holy Spirit and be 
open to the way that God is leading you. John’s Gospel is about 
fellowship with the Father: Now! And there is nothing more 
important in this life than attaining this ‘fellowship’, because it 
‘transforms’ your life. Jesus makes this more tangible in some of His 
sayings: I am the bread of life6, I am the light of the world7, I am the 
way , the truth, and the life8, I am the resurrection and the life9. We 
need feeding; we must have light revealed to us so that we can see 
our Way; there must be no dishonesty, only truth! These are 
qualities that we all need to lead a contented life, and this ‘way’ will 
lead us to God. We will follow Jesus’ ‘Way’ by living and working as 
He did. 
 
Our lives at present may have an air of uncertainty about them. We 
are living very differently, taking each day as it arrives. We are unable 

 
 
3 Jn 14: 12 
4 Acts 24: 14 NIV 
5 The Rule of St. Benedict, The Prologue 
6 Jn 6: 35 
7 Jn 12: 46 
8 Jn 14: 6 
9 Jn 11: 25 
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to make plans, and we may wonder when the ‘new’ normal may 
begin or perhaps it has already arrived? Jesus offers us comfort: “Do 
not let your hearts be troubled”10 I wonder if we have really understood 
the meaning of these words? If we think of the context in which 
Christ has said them, we realise that He has just finished eating the 
Last Supper with His disciples. He had been speaking of His arrest 
and crucifixion. Yet, at that moment He is being betrayed by one of 
His trusted followers! The souls of His disciples must have been in 
great turmoil. Their lives were beginning to fragment around them, 
as this most tragic hour in history approached, and their dreams, and 
hopes, were to be crushed by the stone of fate. This is the harsh 
reality of this passage. We need to be careful that we do not fail to 
grasp the significance of what Christ is saying here.  
 
So where is Jesus? ‘He is not going up into the clouds to the security 
of Heaven. He is going to the cross. To Golgotha – the place of 
execution, humiliation, defeat , and agonizing pain – that is where 
Christ prepares a home for us[!]’11.   
 
So often we find in life that Peace comes through sacrifice. Salvation 
is found in suffering. Life finds its meaning in the bitter torment of 
humiliation. Perhaps this is why the disciples have difficulty 
understanding or accepting what Jesus is saying.  Could this be why 
the writings of Primo Levi, Etty Hillesum, and Edith Stein (to name 
just a few) who wrote in the crucible of fire that was World War 
Two, have survived, and been valued to this day? Through their 
bitter humiliations, sacrifice, loss and experience, their writings offer 
us an insight into life that is too real. The irony is that they were all 
Jewish! 
 
Could it be that it is only through loss, that we gain true 
understanding, and we can see the value in what we have or have 
had? The ‘Way’ of Jesus, and the early Christians, offer us a future, 
because ‘Eternity is Now’, it is up to us to take the first step along 
the Way. 

 
10 Jn 14: 1 
11 Eternity is Now: A Sermon on John 14:1-11 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/002096436501900303?journalCode=intb 



Easter 5 John 14: 1-14 10th May, 2020 

 4 

 
Jesus, in our gospel today, understands the trouble He sees in His 
disciples eyes, when he says: “This is the truth; I wouldn’t have told 
you if it were not so.” He comforts the disciples, and explains the 
Way of Life to them. St. John (in his gospel) is writing from a post-
resurrection perspective. He wants you, and I, to understand the 
importance of the Holy Spirit that dominates his life, and has given 
him his new understanding through the evolving tradition of the 
Church. We can see this passage as the breaking in of the ‘reign of 
God’ when we are in desperate situations. Jesus speaks these 
comforting words to you and I. He wants us to follow ‘the Way’ and 
to be with Him. He does not want us to bear things on our own, all 
alone. 
 
Jesus is not in the business of selling you and I life jackets filled with 
sawdust or paper. He wants to help us as He wants us to help others 
– this is the whole purpose of His mission, to bring Salvation to all! 
 

 
 

 
A question:  
 
If this chapter was not numbered, would you place this morning’s 
gospel story as one of the post resurrection appearances of Jesus?  
 
What helps you make this decision? 
 
 


