
Easter Sunday, 4th April 2021. Mark 16: 1-8 

 
There is a story about two prospective 
Buddhas walking along a road talking 
to each other, whilst working towards 
their enlightenment. A female Tiger 
walked by. She told the Buddhas that 
she was famished. That she was on 
her last legs and if she did not eat 
soon, she and her cubs would die. 
 
As she walked on, one of the Buddhas 
ran up to her and said “Eat me.” And 
so she and her cubs did! They 
feasted, and survived. The remaining 
Buddha walked on…   Fifty 
Reincarnations later, the remaining 

Buddha received enlightenment. He went to his reward and there found the 
Buddha who was eaten by the Tiger already there!1 
 
We have arrived at Easter. Alleluia! The greatest feast in the Christian 
calendar, but what have we learnt? Over the past week we have journeyed 
through all the human emotions with Jesus. We have walked the Via 
Dolorosa to Golgotha and beyond, to the Garden of the Sepulchre. What 
does this greatest of days mean to you? 
 
Arriving at the tomb with the Marys and Salome we will have come across the 
angel of the Bright Angel Trail, whom we discovered walked with Jesus into 
the Grand Canyon deep, on Good Friday. In the depths of the Grand Canyon 
Jesus passed through all the scientific ages of Creation from the earliest 
Hadean Age all the way through to the Cenozic, Halocene Age. In rising from 
the dead today, Easter Sunday, Jesus has brought the whole of Creation to 
the surface from the depths of the Grand Canyon, and shown how science, 
the Voyage of the Beagle and Darwin have all come from God. This route to 
our world has been up along the Bright Angel Trail. It is this Bright Angel that 
the Marys and Salome meet in the tomb on the first Easter Morning! 
 
On the first Easter Morning the world was changed irrevocably for those who 
could see with the eyes of Faith. They received their Enlightenment! 
How do we receive Enlightenment? 
 
According to John Moriarty, whose thoughts we have been following this Holy 
Week, we must truly understand the meaning of Gethsemane, Golgotha, and 
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the Garden of the Sepulchre. We, with Jesus, must have looked into the 
empty skull of Christ with Jesus, and recognised the no-thing-ness. Meister 
Eckhart the 13th century mystic describes this as a rich no-thing-ness: 
 
Comes then the soul into the unclouded light of God. It is transported so far 
from creaturehood into nothingness that of its own powers it can never return 
to its faculties or its former creaturehood. Once there, God shelters the soul’s 
nothingness with his uncreated essence, safeguarding its creaturely 
existence. The soul has dared to become nothing, and cannot pass from its 
own being into nothingness and back again, losing its own identity in the 
process, except God safeguarding it.2 
 
Today, you and I, come into the ‘unclouded light of God’. The very same 
brilliant light that the three women saw on that first Easter morning, when 
they saw the ‘Bright Angel’ in the Sepulchre of the Garden. They had lost 
themselves in Faith. The drop of water that represents you and me, and our 
Sacred lives in Baptism, is now drowned in wine. Drowned in the blood of 
Christ and Redeemed! 
 

We have had to empty ourselves with Christ so that we 
can be filled from the Chalice of Redemption. We have 
surrendered ourselves to the fear and terror of this world, 
with Jesus. We have not shirked our fear, but have 
overcome it, by God’s Grace, and we have become 
Enlightened. We have learnt to be Incarnate: Divine and 
Human! We have ceased to be ourselves, and through 

our no-thing-ness, have recognised the miracle of the Ordinary: the miracle of 
Nature. We may be more familiar with the term ‘Law of Nature’ but to John 
Moriarty this is an anathema. Through the Resurrection of Christ from Grand 
Canyon deep Moriarty says we witness the miracle of nature! Scientist walk 
in the footsteps of the Christian Faith and we witness this miracle of nature 
every morning we draw back the curtains. Every day, is an Easter Day! 
 
Not that long ago, in this service, we said the Gloria: “Glory to God in the 
highest”. The Resurrection light has revealed the ‘glory’ of this life. We are 
witnesses to the world with New Eyes. God has filled us with His Grace and 
we can now see His heaven on earth. Enlightenment has Come! 
 
As the old saying goes: ‘You have to learn to set foot on the earth, before 
arriving in heaven’. Amen. Christ Has Risen! Alleluia! He has Risen indeed! 

 
2 Kindle Reader Location 518 John Moriarty Reader 


