
Epiphany 3 
Jonah 3: 1-5, 10; Ps 62: 6-14; 1 Corinthians 7: 29-31; Mark 1: 14-20 

 
There is a lovely cartoon about a boy 
who learns to walk on his hands 
instead of his feet. The boy’s strange 
behaviour has pleasant results for 
him due to his change in his 
perspective of the world: He could 
smell flowers without bending down. 
He was close to the earth so that he 
could vividly see the beauty of the 

grass, and he meets butterflies face to face, as his face skims the 
ground. His parents were greatly stressed by his strange behaviour and 
thought of him as a misfit! They took him to a medical doctor and then a 
psychiatrist, and then to a social worker. All the latest theories where put 
into practice to change the boy’s behaviour. Gradually he learnt to walk, 
like all humans – on his feet. The parents were relieved; the doctors, 
social workers and others were proud of their success. Now though the 
boy began to see the world as others saw it: dirty, ugly, polluted, and 
filled with people obediently doing what was expected of them. His short-
lived posture that had enabled him to appreciate more easily the beauty 
of the world was now ended. He was just like everyone else! 
 
How good are you at making life changing decisions? 
 
The Calling of the disciples in Mark’s gospel is presented as a radical 
act. 
  
Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for people.’18And 
immediately they left their nets and followed him.1 
 
The disciples did not discuss with each other what Jesus’ Call might 
mean or how it would affect them, they just follow! I would imagine that 
most of us would not respond in this way. It breaks the norms of our 
society and the way we are expected to behave – some may even say 
that it is irresponsible of Andrew, Simon and James. 
 
I wonder if we are being asked to recall the story of ‘the calling’ of Elisha 
by Elijah in 1 Kings 19: 19-21? Having received Elijah’s mantle, we find 
Elisha asking permission from his parents, if he can follow Elijah. Quite a 
different reaction to the call ‘to follow’ in Mark’s gospel. 
 

 
1 Mark 1: 17, 18 
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In Mark’s gospel we find that Jesus leads us. Through following Him we 
come to understand the full significance of The beginning of the good 
news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.2 The Greek word for this is 
Akoloutheo which means: to follow one who proceeds, to be a disciple or 
to accompany. My preference is to accompany Jesus. Mark, through his 
gospel, tells us about the disciples (the wider group of followers 
including women (cf.15: 40-41)) rather than concentrating on the 
apostles (the twelve men Jesus singled out from among them for a 
particular task. (See 6: 6b,-13 & 30ff)) The main thrust of this 
evangelist’s gospel is that: if Jesus was persecuted and ultimately 
crucified (as He was), and if we follow Him, (and Mark wants us to), we 
cannot expect to escape similar treatment. Mark’s gospel is for a 
suffering church. This is why it has such relevance for today, particularly 
amongst the suffering and marginalised. Those who are ‘mainline 
Christians’ or who are comfortable and ‘in control’ may not recognise or 
understand this. 
 
It would be interesting here to discuss what you understand ‘being a 
disciple of Christ’ means, and how it effects your life? 
 
To answer this question, Mark wants you and me to truly understand 
Jesus’ death on the Cross. That is why Jesus’ Passion is such a 
significant portion of the gospel. We moderns have really tamed the 
cross by making it a fine jewellery piece that obscures the atrocious 
scandal of it, as Paul makes clear in 1 Corinthians 1: 23 we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles. 
We forget that only the most horrible criminals were crucified, a fate 
reserved for non-Roman citizens, slaves and insurrectionists.  
 
What has your Faith cost you? 
 
Here are two quotations from Dietrich Boenhoffer The Cost of 
Discipleship  you may wish to meditate upon: 
 

“Christian love draws no distinction between one enemy and 
another, except that the more bitter our enemy's hatred, the 
greater his need of love. Be his enmity political or religious, he 
has nothing to expect from a follower of Jesus but unqualified 
love. In such love there is not inner discord between the private 
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person and official capacity. In both we are disciples of Christ, 
or we are not Christians at all.” 
 
“The messengers of Jesus will be hated to the end of time. They 
will be blamed for all the division which rend cities and homes. 
Jesus and his disciples will be condemned on all sides for 
undermining family life, and for leading the nation astray; they 
will be called crazy fanatics and disturbers of the peace. The 
disciples will be sorely tempted to desert their Lord. But the 
end is also near, and they must hold on and persevere until it 
comes. Only he will be blessed who remains loyal to Jesus and 
his word until the end.”  
 

Walking on our hands is far from easy, and there is a cost!  
  


