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Epiphany 9th January 2022 

 
PAX 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 
 
Sadly, we have had to close our churches again due to the pandemic. The 
figures for Covid have doubled since we last reviewed them and they are the 
highest I have seen, over 2,000 per100,000. So it is prudent to return to Zoom 
services until this wave of pandemic breaks on the beach of life and recedes 
again. 
 
This Sunday we will celebrate with an Epiphany Eucharist on Zoom. It will be 
an experiment. Consecrated Sacrament is available if you contact me or Edith 
Thorpe for our Eucharist on Sunday. (Details of how to do this have already 
been emailed out to you). For the first time I know a number of local people 
with Covid. Some describe it like flu, for others it is more unpleasant. We have 
travelled a long way during this pandemic and it seems totally inappropriate to 
throw caution to the wind at this stage in our journey, especially when we do 
not know how we may be affected by Covid. 
 
You are all very much in my prayers at this difficult time and unpredictable time. 
 

------------------ 
 
5pm, January 9th Christ Church transferred AGM, via Zoom 
A reminder that Christ Church’s AGM will take place on Sunday 9th January. I 
will send out a Zoom invitation with the Newsletter nearer the time. 

------------------- 
 

I came across this 
rather fun picture, 
recently, of the Three 
Kings or Magi making 
their way to the Christ 
child on the back of an 
enormous fish (the fish 
being one of the earliest 
Christian symbols). 
After all the rain we 
have endured these 
past few days I think we 
may well feel that we 



 2 

are travelling by this unusual mode of transport. There is of course a biblical 
precedence for such a means of travel if we recall Jonah’s travails. 
 
The Epiphany Feast we celebrate, commemorates the hearing of God the 
Father’s voice at the Baptism of Christ in the sacred river Jordan and the 
wonderful vision of the kingdom to come in the Joy at the Marriage of Cana is 
rich in symbolism. It is about the emergence of God from a then little known 
town called Bethlehem into the wider world: our world! The guiding star; the 
wilderness; the joyful encounter with God; the terror-stricken king; the 
indifferent clergy; the wonderful providence of God are present in the 
celebration of this great feast of the Manifestation of Christ. 
 
This Epiphany feast has a personal aspect too. God’s manifestation to you and 
me! At this time, perhaps, you are yearning for a star to guide you. Perhaps, 
there appears to be no guiding star in your life, not a glimmer, because our 
eyes cannot see the message of this great and Holy feast. Yet, the feast’s 
message is urgent! We must pass it on and stir up people’s understanding. 
 
At this moment I would love to give you a personal Word from God whose 
genuineness is beyond question, that I have received. Yet, I am journeying 
through this new twenty first century Wilderness with you. I cannot help thinking 
that the wilderness has a place in life and a necessary function. It is about the 
Abandonment of our old ways. We are at the mercy of the wind and weather, 
and how powerful they can be, as we have experienced recently. We have 
been Abandoned to the Silence of God. The greatest abandonment of all. The 
Virtue that thrives the most in such conditions is Patience. It springs from the 
heart of the Holy Spirit to which we must open ourselves wholly too. A heavy 
load brings the ship low, in the water of life and endurance, but it also keeps us 
stable. The ballast of life, for us, is our Faith! Could this journey through the 
wilderness be renewing you and me in the now quiet corners of our life with 
tears, prayers for help, our great concerns and anxieties? 
 
In our long journeying we find help precisely where we need it in the God who 
has placed Himself on an equal footing with you and me. We are not alone! We 
can face anything that befalls us. More importantly we can live effectively when 
everything seems against us. As St Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 12: 9 
 
‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.’ So, I will 

boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 
dwell in me. 

 
 
The wilderness exists to be overcome. We know that we are not alone. The law 
of truth and love and prayer still holds good. We must let the healing current of 
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God run through us as we journey on. These bitter waters will one day be 
turned into wine. So we travel on together… just like the skeins of geese that 
daily journey on above us. 
 

You fill up my senses 
Like a night in a forest 
Like the mountains in springtime 
Like a walk in the rain 
Like a storm in the desert 
Like a sleepy blue ocean 
You fill up my senses 
Come fill me again1 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Christopher 
 Rector 
 

• I will be on Annual Leave 10th to 14th January. The next Newsletter will be 
issued 22nd January 

 
To contact the Rector: Christopher Tel: 01556 505894  
Email: cg.ketley@zen.co.uk Web: https://dcdchurches.org.uk  
 
Support at St.Ninian’s, Castle Douglas & Christ Church, Dalbeattie  
 

 If anyone is in need of help, conversation or prayer please 
do not hesitate to contact Christopher 01556 505894, Helen 
Evans 01556 504007 or Christine Collier 01556 670275. We 
are all available to talk or help in any way.  
It is important that we keep in touch as much as possible.  
 

Please continue to pray for:  Judi Rumble, Francis Turnbull and Barbara, 
Audrey Pointon, Max Pohlendt, Brenda Morland, Katherine Hatfield and Jenny 
Wright and Jill Russell 
 
Church Service Times (Now taking place on Zoom) 
St. Ninian’s, Castle Douglas: 
Family Eucharist 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 11am. 

 
1 Lyrics by John Denver, Annie’s Song 

mailto:cg.ketley@zen.co.uk
https://dcdchurches.org.uk/
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Christ Church, Dalbeattie: 
Family Eucharist 2nd and 4th Sundays at 11am. 
 
5th Sunday Family Eucharist alternates between churches 
 
Gospel Readings for wc 9th January 
Sunday   Epiphany   Matt 2: 1-12 
Monday   William Laud  John 1: 1-12 
Tuesday   David, King of Scots John 1: 19-28 
Wednesday  feria    Mark 1: 29-39 
Thursday   Kentigern (Mungo) Luke 5: 1-11 
Friday   Hilary of Poitiers  John 2: 1-12 
Saturday   feria    Mark 2: 13-17 
 
Gospel Readings for wc 16th January 
Sunday    Epiphany 2   John 2: 1-11 
Monday   St. Antony   Matt 19: 16-26 
Tuesday   Confession of Peter John 3: 16-21 
Wednesday  feria    Mark 3: 1-6 
Thursday   St. Sebastian  Matt 10: 28-33 
Friday   St. Agnes   Matt 13: 44-46 
Saturday    St. Vincent    Matt 10: 17-22   
  
Prayers for Epiphany2 
Christ manifested in the flesh, make us holy through prayer and the word of 
God. 
 
Christ, sealed with the Holy Spirit, anoint us with the Spirit which makes us 
priests, prophets, and servants in your Church. 
 
Christ, seen by angels, share with us now their heavenly joy and exultation. 
 
Christ, preached among the Gentiles, open the hearts of all peoples to your 
Gospel by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Christ, received in faith by many nations, renew the faith of believers and give 
the nations peace. 
 
A Prayer to start the New Year 
The Methodist Covenant Prayer 
I am no longer my own but yours. 
Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will; 

 
2 From Benedictine Daily Prayer: A Short Breviary 
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put me to doing, put me to suffering; 
let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, 
exalted for you, or brought low for you; 
let me be full, let me be empty, 
let me have all things, let me have nothing: 
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things 
to your pleasure and disposal. 
And now, glorious and blessed God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
you are mine and I am yours. So be it. 
And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven.' 
 
Dates for your diary 
2022 
January 
9th  5pm  Christ Church AGM by Zoom  
18th  2pm  Mothers Union Meeting Cancelled this month 
22nd  10-4pm Adventures in Faith, Gordon Memorial Hall 
 
February 
2nd    Candlemass 
9th 7pm  Zoom Bible Study on Zoom ‘Candlemass’ 
 
Booking for Church Services (when they resume): 

• Christ Church bookings: Sue 
Thomas suethomas21@btinternet.com t.612863 

• St. Ninian’s bookings:  Christine Collier cacollier.h@gmail.com t 670275. 
• The Province Advisory Group have advised that you take a Lateral Flow 

test before attending a service. 

------------------ 

 
Adventures in Faith Saturday 22nd 
January 10.15 to 3.30pm 
 

Telling Tales in Church: Trying to be 
honest to God 

 
Professor David Jasper and Alison 
Jaspar will conduct the day looking at 
themes in John Moriarty’s book Serious 

Sounds; Thomas Lynch, The Undertaking; Beverley Clack, How to be a Failure 

mailto:suethomas21@btinternet.com
mailto:cacollier.h@gmail.com
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and Still Live Well; Rick Fabian - Signs of Life: Worship for a Just and Loving 
People. Getting our priorities right. 
 
It is hoped that we can meet in the Gordon Hall for this event. If that is not 
possible we will meet by Zoom. Please contact Christopher to register. 
 


