Christ Church, Dalbeattie & St. Ninian’s Castle, Douglas
SC010918 & SC011079
Harvest Festival October 2021

PAX
Dear friends in Christ,
It is good to be celebrating God’s Creation this Harvest Festival. During
the pandemic we have learnt the hard way the importance of God’s
Creation and the need to take great care of Creation and everyone. We
have taken so much for granted and in many ways we are now being
forced to make changes.
As Jane and I returned to Castle Douglas after our
holiday it was good to see this perhaps too familiar
heraldic sign. I couldn’t help thinking how
appropriate the town’s motto is for us, our Church
and our world.
The story of the motto’s origins relates to Sir James
Douglas of Threave. He was carrying Robert the
Bruce’s heart into battle during the Crusades. When
attacked he threw the casket forward saying,
“Forward dear heart, as thou would want tae dae.

Douglas will follow thee.”1 We follow Jesus, God’s son, He informs every
aspect of our lives and shows us how we should live and act. An
appropriate text from Luke’s gospel:
Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back
is fit for the kingdom of God.’ Luke 9: 62
Our Vestries have met and are preparing for our AGMs, St Ninian’s is
first on the 31st October after the 11am Eucharist and Christ Churches
AGM is on the 28th November following off from the Sunday Eucharist.
At our Vestries this week we agreed to move forward and put tv screens
and an internet connection into our churches as so many of us have
enjoyed the visual inputs into our services and the flexibility it gives us
with Liturgy and hymns. The screens will also allow us to use our main
altars again. (Christ Church received a grant of £4,000 towards the
installation costs from the SEC Province Renewal Fund).
With regard to Covid we will be asking our congregations in our services
about how we want to proceed with distancing and precautions we
should continue with. You will be aware that Covid infections rise and
fall and our priority must be the good health and safety of us all.
You will see further on in this letter that there are some courses starting
and Mothers Union is beginning again at 2pm, Tuesday 16th November in
the hall. We have all learnt how much we have missed each other’s
company and there is much to learn, share and take up. We also must
discuss and plan for the future. Our motto really must be “Forward!”
Finally, the much talked about COP 26 is nearly upon us. Our world and
climate are changing and we need to change too. I read somewhere that
‘we are the problem and therefore we are the solution’! We are
celebrating Harvest: After our celebrations we must prepare for next
year's harvest. The ground must be prepared. Seed bought and sowed.
This is our task…

‘No one who puts a hand to the plough
and looks back is fit for the kingdom of
God.’ Luke 9: 62
Yours prayerfully in Christ,
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https://www.castledouglas.info/about-castle-douglas/history-of-castle-douglas/
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Christopher
Rector
Rectory Phone: 01556 505894 Website: https://dcdchurches.org.uk
Rectory Phone: 01556 505894 Website: https://dcdchurches.org.uk
Support at St.Ninian’s, Castle Douglas & Christ Church, Dalbeattie
If anyone is in need of help, conversation or prayer
please do not hesitate to contact Christopher
01556 505894, Helen Evans 01556 504007 or
Christine Collier 01556 670275. We are all
available to talk or help in any way.
It is important that we keep in touch as much as
possible.
Please continue to pray for: Alan and Judi Rumble, Francis Turnbull and
Barbara, Audrey Pointon, Brenda Moorland, Erle, Anne and Marion
Gardner.
Church Service Times
St. Ninian’s, Castle Douglas:
Family Eucharist 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 11am.
Christ Church, Dalbeattie:
Family Eucharist 2nd and 4th Sundays at 11am.
Festival Eucharists:
Feast of All Saints Monday 1st November
12pm, Sung Eucharist at St. Ninian’s
All Souls, Tuesday 2nd November
11am, Sung Eucharist at Christ Church, Dalbeattie
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Scottish Episcopal Church
Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway
St.Ninian’s, Castle Douglas
Charity Number SC011079
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
CONGREGATION
31st October, 2021

The Annual Meeting will take place following
on from the 11am Eucharist.
Issued Sunday, 17th October, 2021
------------------Dates for your diary
October
31st

COPT 26 Opens (Local events to be announced)

November
16th
17th

2pm, Mothers Union Meets in the hall
7pm, Zoom Group to discuss the Year of Luke’s Gospel
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23rd 12pm Dumfries & Galloway Regional Councils AGM
in the Gordon Memorial Hall
th
28 Christ Church AGM
December
4th

10.15 to 4pm Adventures in Faith Meeting Gordon Memorial Hal
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