
Lent 3: Exodus 20: 1-17; Psalm 19; 1 Cor 1: 18-25; John 2: 13-22 
 

God of Surprises! 
 

Gerard Hughes in his famous book ‘God of Surprises’ talks of new and 
astonishing ways in which God invites us to grow! Change can be seen as 
part of growing up and the on-going development of our relationships. Our 
lives develop as we age, becoming richer but we may prefer to stay where 
we are. Our relationship with God and Church is no different. We may have 
developed a mature Faith. A Faith that nourishes us and is rooted in years 
of devotion. Whereas others may have discarded old patterns of worship 
and traditions, having discovered that they no longer work for them. Some, 
may just fear change, because of the implications it may have on their lives. 
 

I came across a story where a person was on a 
long flight and found themselves at an unfamiliar 
airport, with their onward flight cancelled. An 
unknown airline official patiently helped them sort 
everything out, so that they could book a new 
onward flight. They felt that the airline official 
could have been a striking image for God – 
someone who helped you find your way home. 
What happens when God turns over all the tables 
in your world, as He does in the Temple this 

Sunday? This is scary, if not terrifying! 
 
If you were on a trip and got lost, would you avoid listening to the person 
who knows the right way? God knows the way to true happiness, and He 
wants us to know about it too. There is a famous quote by Carlos Valles, a 
Jesuit, “If you always imagine God in the same way, no matter how true and 
beautiful it may be, you will not be able to receive the gift of the new ways 
He had ready for you.”1 So what is taking place in this morning’s gospel? 
 
John’s account is the most comprehensive of all the gospels2. Strangely, it 
occurs at the begin of Jesus’ ministry. Whereas in the Synoptic gospels the 
event takes place during Jesus’ Passion. Is this significant? I cannot help 
agreeing with other commentators that this passage illustrates the passing 
of the Jewish Temple cult to be replaced by Jesus with His body being the 
Temple and so the Christian era was brought in. Could this be one of the 
reasons that John’s gospel is known as the maverick gospel3? There must 
have been a great shock amongst the traders in the temple when Jesus 
‘made a whip of cords and drove them out’. The Jewish perspective would 

 
1 Barry and Connolly, Practice of Spiritual Direction, 93 
2 Mark 11: 11, 1517, 27-33; Matt 21: 12f, 23-27; Luke 19: 45f, 20: 1-8 
3 John The Maverick Gospel, Robert Kysar 
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argue that the traders were licensed and had every right to be there – they 
have the moral high ground! John is surely signifying that a new era is 
beginning. A new era where everything will be different. We will all be 
aware that the Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed just thirty years after 
Jesus’ death. Dramatic change came, and the Temple era has yet to return. 
Do Paul’s words, in the Letter to the Corinthians, help to shed any light on 
this gospel passage? “Has God not made foolish the wisdom of the 
world?”4  Our society likes to think that it lives by ‘common-sense’. Yet, 
worldly common-sense is not God’s understanding of how to act. After all, 
Paul reminds us, a little later on, in his letter to the Corinthians, that we are 
all to be “fools for Christ”5. 
 
You will be familiar with the ancient tradition of ‘Holy Fools’. It is a difficult 
and dangerous calling, because the ‘fool’ rejects the everyday values of the 
world, and sometimes even the teaching of the Church! People often think 
that ‘Holy Fools’ are insane and they spend time in jail or asylums as a 
consequence of their actions. Through their deeds they do, however, show 
the world, and society, that they are wrong. Could Jesus be seen as a Holy 
Fool in John’s gospel? 
 
Our world and Church are changing. Society needs God’s lead to show the 
Way. Could the overturning of traditional conventions in the Temple at the 
start of John’s Gospel indicate to us this Lent that we need to be radical in 
our discipleship to? 
 
What this means I am not sure? We must pray and wait for guidance. We 
must have the courage to Act when ‘The Way’ is revealed. Hopefully, we 
will not be Called to clear the Temple. We may, however, be led to be a 
different presence in the world: a presence of unconditional Love, 
Acceptance, Forgiveness, and Generosity. We will need to be a people with 
a listening, and understanding ear, in an increasingly intolerant and 
polarised world. Perhaps, this is the new way of being a fool for Christ. 
Surely, this is what it means to be Christ like? 
 
There is a film available on YouTube called The Island 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wz-vegualMg which you 
may like to watch about a person who was seen as a fool for 
Christ. 
 
 

 
4 1 Cor 1: 20C 
5 1 Cor 4: 10 
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