
Lent 5, ‘Passion’ Sunday 
Jeremiah 31: 31-34; Hebrews 5: 5-10; John 12: 20-33 

  
We are on the cusp of change: Possibly great 
change! Both in life and the Church’s year. Lent 
is coming to an end and Passion tide is here. 
The purple coverings are removed and replaced 
with white. (Detail from: Pieter Bruegel, The 
Fight between Carnival and Lent) 
 
Our lives are beginning to change too as 
‘lockdown’ gradually begins dissolve. There is 
more happening though: Our society is evolving. 
The past year, living with the pandemic, has 

revealed many inequalities within our society, nationally and globally. And the 
sad death of Sarah Everard has shed a bright, unflinching light, upon the dark 
side of life. At least half our population (women) live in fear when they walk 
our streets: Fear that has gone unnoticed or perhaps unrecognised. I 
sometimes wonder if we are living Pieter Bruegel’s picture The Fight Between 
Carnival and Lent.?  
 

 
 
There is a definite dualism in life, and that dualism is present in John’s Gospel. 
We see it in the play between references to light and darkness 1: 5; above & 
below 8: 23; Spirit & Flesh 3: 6; life (eternal) & death 3: 36; truth & falsehood 
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8: 44-47; heaven & earth 3:31; God & Satan 13: 27; Israel & the Jews 1: 19 & 47 
(sometimes); Israel & the world (sometimes) 17: 14. Dualism is portrayed in 
John’s Gospel, Bruegel’s picture (1556), and in our world today. There is 
another Way – a better way: Jesus’ Way! And so a question: 
 
‘Where does the ‘Transfiguration’ occur in John’s Gospel’? 
 
The answer is in chapter 12: 28b “Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified 
it, and I will glorify it again.” This is the closest John’s Gospel comes to the 
Transfiguration event, which we take for granted, in the Synoptic Gospels. 
Here we find heaven on earth, as we heard at 5: 24 “I say to you, anyone who 
hears my word and believes Him who sent me, has eternal life”. This is where 
John’s is the maverick gospel. The kingdom is to come, but it is also here, now! 
Those who we might call ‘enlightened’, amongst us, can see the changes in 
society and in our Institutions, just as the Greeks in our gospel are enlightened 
and want to see Jesus. Change is in the air and the “Son of Man is to be 
glorified” 12: 23 – but His hour has not yet arrived. 
 
Our readings, this morning, have a theme of Covenant. The Letter to the 
Hebrews refers to the Book of Genesis and Jeremiah talks of new and broken 
covenants. John’s Gospel is leading to the final and eternal Covenant with God. 
Could it be that John, in his gospel, feels that we have spent too much energy 
on expectation and the future (rather like the present day with the vaccine)? 
We must focus on the here and now, rather than life after death. The present 
is pregnant with possibilities. We need to be sensitive to them and live a new 
kind of existence, in Jesus Christ, and this means letting go. We must not 
forget the past, but we have to be able to move into the present and recognise 
Emanuel.  It is, as St. Irenaeus said, “God is glorified when people are fully alive: but 
for a person to be fully alive is to see God.” How is this achieved? By letting go: 
 
Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it 
for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my 
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.1 
 
It is no good coming to Jesus with clenched fists clinging onto our old lives 
with all the strength we have. We are being called to make a self-gift of 
ourselves, like Christ, and let go! It is in falling (death) that we free ourselves 
from the encumbrances of the past and in rising (growing) we are raised up to 
‘new life’(eternal life). There is a wonderful song by Karine Polwart that 
demonstrates this in a contemporary way: 
 

 
1 John 12: 25,26 
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Have you ever held something until your hands were aching? 
And then let it go and watched it fall and listened to it breaking? 
I have held back time and tide when all the world was plenty 
But now my hands are open wide, open wide and empty 
 
For every breath that leaves me now, another comes to fill me 
And for every death that grieves me now, the next will surely kill me 
For those borders crumble every day, the faultlines are showing 
And all I thought was here to stay, slowly is going 
 
History abandons us and we're holding on, holding on 
To nothing but dirt and dust, we're holding on, holding on 
 
Our lives and our world are changing. If we do not recognise this we will not 
be able to grasp the new and be able to shape the new era we are walking into. 
We will continue to walk in the dark and not in the ‘light’ as John’s gospel tells 
us. To return to the Bruegel picture we will be consumed with our self- 
pleasuring activities and miss the chance of Salvation and ‘new life’. 
 
We must carry on walking in the light of Christ, the light of Faith turning away 
from the darkness. Waiting with open and empty hands… 
 
 
 


