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PAX 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ 
 
Church Openings Postponed 
 
“All dressed up and nowhere to go!” 
 

  
 

Here are our two churches in their Covid-19 attire waiting for us to re-
open! 

 
Having opened Christ Church, Dalbeattie last Sunday and looking 
forward to opening St. Ninian’s this Sunday it is with a heavy heart that 
we have had to suspend our services due to the rising incidence of 
Covid-19 cases in our area. The situation is being continually assessed 
and we hope to re-open as soon as it is safe to do so. A big thank you to 
those that have helped prepare our churches for re-opening. Hopefully it 
will not be too long before we can open our doors again. 
 
We are not very far into our journey and already the going seems tough. 
Situations and plans change so quickly, and we need to react 
appropriately. It feels as if we cannot plan, but the truth of the matter is 
that we can plan, but we have to be prepared to change our ideas – 
even if near completion. As I have said before, the safety of us all has to 
be of paramount importance. Continuing on from last week’s newsletter, 
this must have been what the Israelites felt as they made their progress 
through the ‘wilderness’. We may not have reached the stage of crying 
out for ‘manna from heaven’ but sometimes the cry does not feel too far 
away. We will all have faced many trials in our lives. How we deal with 
them is what makes us the people we are. 
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There has been a considerable amount of talk about the forthcoming 
Artemisia exhibition at the National Gallery in London. What is unusual 
about this exhibition is that Artemisia is a woman, and an exceptionally 
talented one. Personally, I cannot remember a female painter from the 
17th Century being exhibited before. Artemisia appears to have felt that 
the Book of Judith spoke to her situation. Her own story is a painful one 
because she was raped as a young girl by one of her tutors. This has 
coloured her art, as we see in one of a number of her pictures on the 
subject of The Death of Holfernes. It is said that this depiction was an 
act of revenge on her own violator. A theory that sounds very plausible.  

 
Could scripture be a way of helping us deal 
with the way our lives are today? I certainly 
feel this to be the case for me. The Exodus 
of the Israelites and their wanderings in the 
Wilderness with God being present 
certainly has a ring of reality. My prayer is 
that this  present situation doesn’t last for 
40 years! 
 
Do you have passages in the Bible that 
speak to you, that you might share in our 
Newsletter? 
 

The Bible covers so much of human experience and allows us to see 
how God is present in all situations. It gives Hope to us all. 
 
God willing, the Covid situation will calm down and the number of 
lockdowns across the country will decrease, allowing people to get on 
with their lives and livings. So many appear to have their lives on hold. 
Dealing with the unknown and the unseen is challenging. Yet, for you 
and I, as people of Faith, it should be second nature. Perhaps it is worry, 
and our imagination, which cause us the problems in life. Prayer is the 
answer: Allowing our problems to rest in God, and trusting in His Way. 
 
Last year, I read a wonderful book edited by Sister Mary David Totah 
OSB, called The Spirit of Solesmes. Here is a quotation from it, by Dom 
Paul Delotte, which I have found really helpful:  
 
Don’t spend your life moaning. Being miserable depresses us, 
diminishes us, discourages us; and expressing it makes it worse. The 
more we say, “It’s hard”, the more miserable we become. 
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No, nothing is hard, if we look at life from the point of view of him who 
gives it to us. We mustn’t think about tomorrow. Almost the whole of our 
suffering comes from our imagination and from looking ahead 
pointlessly. We should live in the present moment. 
 
Living in the ‘present’ by Faith is the key; Trusting in God. 
 
This is my prayer for you and me. 
May we meet safely soon…. 
 
In Christ 
Christopher (Rector) 

--------------------- 
 
Prayer Chain  
Prayer is perhaps the only help we can give to people in need 
throughout the world. Please consider joining our growing ‘Prayer 
Chain’. 
Contact Sandra Walsh tel.01557 331596  email 
sandrawalshkbt@yahoo.com. 
 
Please pray for all who are frightened of the world that we currently 
inhabit. Your prayers are particularly asked for Lynn and Billy 
Glendenning. 
 
Prayer Themes for Wc. 4th, October 
Pentecost 18 For all students and staff at university. For the 

staff and pupils of our schools and their families. 
Monday: For those who are in danger of losing their jobs 

and those sectors of industry that are not allowed 
to open. For those in financial difficulties. 

Tuesday: For the NHS, our local surgeries, and all at 
DGRI. 

 For those affected by the Corona virus 
throughout the world. Pray particularly for the 
people of the Yemen, Bangladesh, Lebanon, 
Aberdeen, and our community. 

Wednesday:  For our local community: especially those   
                                     suffering from the effects of Covid -19, our key 
                                     workers & volunteers. Bothwell House, Hanover  
                                     House, Carlingwark Care Home, Barlochan  
                                     House Care Home, Munchies Park House, and 
                                     Alma McFadyen Care Centre. 

mailto:sandrawalshkbt@yahoo.com
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Thursday:   For our Governments, and all in authority. 
Friday: For those suffering from the effects of climate 

change  
For refugees throughout the world. 

Saturday: For Guidance of the Holy Spirit in our churches’ 
Mission as we live in times of great change. 

 
Gospel Readings for the 27thth week of Ordinary Time (Proper 27) 
Sunday  Pentecost 18    Matt 21: 33-46 
Monday  feria      Luke 10: 25-37 
Tuesday  William Tyndale    Luke 10: 38-42 
Wednesday feria      Luke 1: 26-38 
Thursday  feria      Luke 11: 5-13  
Friday  St. Denis, Bp    Matt 5: 13-16 
Saturday  feria      Luke 11: 27-28 
  

William Tyndale. 6th October 

(b. c1494, Gloucestershire – d. 1536, 

Vilvoorde, nr Brussels) 

Tyndale spoke seven languages including 

ancient Hebrew and Greek, he was an 

ordained priest.  He went to Oxford to 

study in 1510 before moving on to 

Cambridge.  At Cambridge he met with a 

group of people who believed that the Bible 

was the supreme authority for the 

behaviour of men and the church, and that 

everyone should be able to read it in their 

own language. In 1523 he asked the Bishop 

of London for permission, and the funds, to translate the Bible into 

English but was refused. Realising that he would never be allowed to 

do this in England he moved to Europe where in 1525 his English 

translation of the New Testament was published. When it reached 

England a year later the church authorities bought up as many copies 

as they could which, ironically, gave Tyndale the funds to continue 

his work. Although much of his time was spent in revising his 

translation, translating the Old Testament (never completed) and 

writing other works Tyndale also gave time to visiting and 

ministering to the poor, thus living out the gospel he preached. In 
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1535 he was betrayed to the church authorities and accused of 

heresy. In 1536 he was burnt at the stake after refusing to recant. 

Over a century later his New Testament formed the basis for the 

translation we now call the Authorised or King James version.  
 
A Thank You From Michael Little 
 

 
 

 
Dear St Ninian's congregation, 
I am now settled in at St Andrews, and have started my lectures (online, 
as yet) and my duties as organ scholar, as the chapels are open for 
services more-or-less as normal. So it's a good time to thank you for 
your amazing generosity! The money will be really useful, as the start of 
university is very expensive. 
Thanks again, and hopefully see you all soon. 
Best wishes, 
Michael 
 
 
Galloway Food Banks 
Manager Sarah-Jane Allsopp. If you cannot attend tel: 07730 788 335 or  
email projects@castledouglas.info  and they will deliver to your door. 
 
The Heart of Galloway Visitors Centre, Castle Douglas 
Open 12noon to 2pm 
 
The Heart of Galloway food bank,24 High Street, Dalbeattie. 
If you need food, drop in Monday-Friday 12noon-2pm.  
Useful Contacts: 

mailto:projects@castledouglas.info
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National COVID-19 Helpline  0800 111 4000  
For people who don’t have family or existing community support and 
can’t get online and who are over 70, disabled, require the support of 
mental health services, are pregnant or receive a flu jab for health 
reasons, will be directed to our dedicated local team who can offer 
essential assistance.  
NHS24 111 www.nhsinform.scot  
Emergency 999  
Doctor Out of Hours 111  
Dumfries and Galloway Council 030 33 33 3000 
www.dumgal.gov.uk/SupportDG  
Business Support Helpline 01387 260280 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  
Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub 030 33 33 3001  
Social Work Out of Hours 01387 273660  
Third Sector Dumfries and Galloway 0300 303 8558  
Dumfries and Galloway Citizens Advice Service 0300 303 4321 
www.dagcas.org  
Samaritans 116 123  
SHOUT Text SHOUT to 85258 for free  
Scotland’s Domestic Abuse Helpline 0800 027 1234  
Age Scotland 0800 12 44 222 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  
Shelter Scotland 0808 800 444 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  
LGBT Helpline Scotland 0300 123 2523  
Childline 0800 1111  
 
Dumfries & Galloway Community News 
https://supportdg.dumgal.gov.uk/media/23590/Community-Bulletin-
Edition-
39/pdf/Community_Newsletter_2_October.pdf?m=637372280611230
000  
 
Crossword based on Matthew 21 answers 
Across 
2 Which son did they say did what his father wanted? First 
3 Where did Jesus stop on the Mount of Olives? Bethphage 
5 What did the disciples place on the donkey? Cloaks 
7 To whose daughter did the prophet speak of the king coming on a 
donkey? Zion 
10 Jesus overturned the benches of the sellers of what? Doves 
12 What had the builders rejected stone become? Capstone 
 
Down 
1 Whose baptism did Jesus ask the elders about? Johns 

https://supportdg.dumgal.gov.uk/media/23590/Community-Bulletin-Edition-39/pdf/Community_Newsletter_2_October.pdf?m=637372280611230000
https://supportdg.dumgal.gov.uk/media/23590/Community-Bulletin-Edition-39/pdf/Community_Newsletter_2_October.pdf?m=637372280611230000
https://supportdg.dumgal.gov.uk/media/23590/Community-Bulletin-Edition-39/pdf/Community_Newsletter_2_October.pdf?m=637372280611230000
https://supportdg.dumgal.gov.uk/media/23590/Community-Bulletin-Edition-39/pdf/Community_Newsletter_2_October.pdf?m=637372280611230000
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2 What type of tree had no fruit? Fig 
4 How many disciples did Jesus send to fetch the donkey? Two 
6 What did the tenants of the vineyard do to the owners son? (6, 3) 
Killed him 
8 Where did the crowds say Jesus was the prophet of? Nazareth 
9 Where did Jesus spend the night after being at the Temple? Bethany 
11 Who did Jesus tell the disciples to say the donkey was for? Lord 

 

Bible Quiz 7. 

1. What did God do on the 7th day when he had finished creating the 

world? 

2. In the book of Judges what type of tree can talk? 

3. Name the 4 gospels in the correct order. 

4. What happened when a women poured oil into empty jars on 

Elisha’s advice? 

5. What animal did God provide for Abraham to sacrifice instead of 

his son? 

6. What animal skins did Jacob use to trick his father into thinking he 

was his brother? 

7. Which famous queen visited King Solomon? 

8. Who killed 1,000 men with the jawbone of a donkey? 

9. What do we call the songs of praise in the Bible? 

10. Which Syrian general was helped by a captive Hebrew maid? 

11. Which of the disciples betrayed Jesus? 

12. Who has a family tree that can be traced back to Adam? 

13. What happened when Lot’s wife looked at the destruction of 

Sodom and Gomorrah? 

14. Who wrote more of the New Testament than anyone else? 

15. Who said “Blessed are the peacemakers”? 

16. How many times are Christians mentioned in the Bible? 

17. How did Simon and Andrew earn their living before they 

became disciples? 

18. Which group of people shared their money and possessions 

with each other? 

19. What happened on the day Christians call Good Friday? 

20. Who preached the first Christian sermon? 
based on quizzes in Family Bible Flip Quiz.© Miles Kelly Publishing Ltd 2002 
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CAP Christians Against Poverty Report 
Debt is an increasing problem in Scotland. The following pages are 
taken from a recently published report by CAP and show how people 
find themselves in debt and what the landscape looks like.  
 
There is currently no CAP coverage in Dumfries and Galloway.  
Would anyone be interested in looking into this serious issue? 
Please contact Christopher 01556 505894 
 
 
Please note that there will not be a newsletter next week. 
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