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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

It seems almost impossible that it was nearly a year 
ago that we attended the Snowdrop Festival at 
Danevale Park. Last year the Snowdrops were out 
early because of the mild start to the year. 
However, this year is different! Actually, everything 
has been really different. I do not believe that 
anyone could have imagined the year that we have 
just lived through. It has had the feel of a sci-fi novel 
about it. Yet, here we are and life goes on… but 

differently! 
 
We have had two very different but positively memorable funerals this week. One 
for Celia Hanbury, at Drumstinchall and the other for Jennifer Neilson in Castle 
Douglas. Covid-19 has had a real impact on the way and place where funerals are 
conducted. There has been concern that we have not been able to use our 
churches, and yet the venues where these services have taken place, outdoors, have 
made them unforgettable for all the right reasons. It has allowed families to relax, 
and the informality has drawn out the character of those we have commended and 
committed to God. There have even been live links to Korea, New Zealand and 
Canada to name just a few countries. Such is the magic of the digital age! 
 
The digital age is having an affect on our worship too. Last week we began Zooming 
our service of Morning Prayer on Sunday. We had 21 people attend the service and 
it was remarkable in the way that we had people in the congregation read the 
readings and of course no face masks – who would have ever thought that seeing 
chins and mouths could be so desirable! It was a digital taste of a former normality. 
(If you are unable to connect to this service through the internet you can join the 
service by telephone. Please phone me on 01556 505894 for details). 
 
My work has largely moved on-line too. The obvious one is the number of emails I 
now send. Who would have thought that most communication in the 21st Century 
would be written! This week has seen me attend five Zoom conferences, all to do 
with church. You can imagine my joy when someone from our congregations 
knocked on the Rectory door. What it is to meet and see people – even if their 
nose and chin are covered! 
This new way of working illustrates how rapidly our world is changing. My concern 
is for those whose jobs are disappearing, how they will retrain and what they will 
do? I wonder what long term effects there will be in society due to the enforced 
solitude and the young not being able to continue their Formation, as we used to 
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know it, through relationships, work and travel? There are many, many causes to 
pray for.  
 
The current vaccination program is giving people hope, but the world we shall 
return to will be changed for a considerable period of time, if not forever! Our 
churches need to begin to prepare for the future and our return: What are our 
hopes? What will we do differently? How will the new expectations impact upon us? 
We are in a ‘watershed’ period. A new beginning is unfolding and we need to pray 
for the guidance of the Holy Spirit and have the courage and tenacity to do God’s 
will. What might that be? 
 

I was given a beautiful Ikon of Christ 
Pantokrator (Almighty, all powerful) this 
week. It represents to me the 
timelessness of God and, rather like the 
candle next to it, reminds us of the 
power of Divine Love and how it can 
transform lives and situations. Our lives 
are being transformed: Our awareness of 
those less well off than ourselves, the 
plight of the natural world, have all been 
brought to our attention in ways that we 
would never have imagined. We need to 

act now and be guided by God’s principles of Love. In the book of Exodus 22: 20 we 
are reminded “You shall not wrong or oppress a stranger, for you were strangers in the 
land of Egypt.” Humanity will rise or fall depending how we treat each other. If we 
have learnt nothing else from this pandemic we must learn that. Further on in our 
newsletter there is a petition to sign for increasing the Child Allowance Payment for 
low income families. Here is a petition you might wish to sign for the better care of 
asylum seekers https://action.freedomfromtorture.org/close-the-barracks . The 
Church’s Christian task must surely be as a force for care and love in the world. We 
cannot stand by and see people suffer whatever their caste or creed. Our gospel 
this Sunday sees Jesus heal a leper. In Biblical days leprosy was a disease that would 
remove you from society. Yet, Our Lord stretches out His hand to the untouchable. 
Reaching out to Peter’s mother-in-law is one thing, but breaking the codes of purity 
of the day is far more radical. Covid-19 is surely making us aware that this is what 
God wants us to do. We must act and change! 
May we all have the courage to proclaim with Jesus in the Candlemass Gospel: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. He has anointed me, to bring good news to the poor; to 
proclaim liberty to captives; and new sight to the blind; to free the oppressed; and to 
announce the year of mercy.” Lk 4: 18,19  This is Jesus’ manifesto and it must become 
ours! 
 
With love in Christ 
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Christopher 
 
Please Pray for: 
For Douglas Allison, Earle, Anne and Marion Gardner, Thelma Gemmell, Gill Piper, 
Francis Turnbull and Clem’ & Ann Gault, Katherine Hatfield and Jenny Wright and 
their families. Remember especially those who are struggling particularly at this time.  
 
New Address:  
Gill Piper has moved to: 
Alma McFadyen House, Mill Street, Dalbeattie, DG5 4HE. 
Please do contact Gill in her new home. I understand from her family that she is 
settling in well. 
 

Scottish Episcopal Church 
Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway 

St.Ninian’s, Castle Douglas 
Charity Number SC011079 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
21st, February, 2021 

The Annual Meeting will take place on Zoom at 10.30am 
following on from Zoom Morning Prayer at 9.30am  

(this may change if there are any alterations to the current 
government restrictions) 

Issued 31st , January 2021 (Nomination papers to follow) 
------------------- 

 

Scottish Episcopal Church 
Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway 

Christ Church, Dalbeattie 
Charity Number SC010918 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
28th , February, 2021 

The Annual Meeting will take place on Zoom at 10.30am 
following on from Zoom Morning Prayer at 9.30am  
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(this may change if there are any alterations to the current 
government restrictions) 

Issued 7th February 2021 (Nomination papers to follow) 
 

------------------ 
 
'Zoom' Morning Prayer at 9.30am from this Sunday 7th February at 9.30am. 
The service will use the Morning Prayer Service sheet that is distributed with the 
Newsletter and Sermon. 
 
If you would like to attend this service please let me know by midday this Saturday 
6th February so that I can send you the Zoom invitation. Please send an email 
to cg.ketley@zen.co.uk (If you are unable to connect to this service through the 
internet you can join the service by telephone. Please phone me on 01556 505894 
for details). 
 
Online Bible Study 10am, 10th February - Journeying with Abraham 
"Lekh lekha - go forth” contains the seeds of Abraham’s ultimate vocation. 
Abraham and Sarah responded to God’s call and began a journey to a new land and 
a new faith. 
You may recognise similarities within your own journey, as one Rabbi has written of 
“Leha lekha” it is a ‘Journey for yourself’. 
 
Over four successive Wednesday’s (from the 10th February) we will meet for an 
hour to study aspects of Abraham’s life journey and compare it with our own 
pilgrimage and changing times. 
 
It is hoped this will be a social event too. 
 
Invitations will be issued nearer the time, but an expression of interest sent to 
Christopher cg.ketley@zen.co.uk by 7th February would be appreciated. 
 
 
Church Services and Lockdown: 
St.Ninian’s, Castle Douglas & Christ Church, Dalbeattie 
If anyone is in need of help please do not hesitate to contact me 01556 505894 or 
Helen Evans 01556 504007. 
Helen and I are available to talk, as is Christine Collier 01556 670275. 
 
If you think anyone is in need of help, conversation or prayer please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 
It is important that we keep in touch as much as possible. 
Please look out for further information updates in the Newsletter. 
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Prayer Themes for wc. 7th, February 
Epiphany 5: For Refugees and all who are persecuted for their colour, 

Faith, gender or orientation. 
For the NHS, our local surgeries, and all at DGRI. For 
those affected by the Coronavirus at Castle Douglas 
Hospital and throughout the world. For all who are 
experiencing ‘Lockdown’, and our own communities. 

Monday: For tolerance and understanding among Jesus’ followers. 
That they may truly walk His Way. 
For those in danger of losing their jobs and those sectors 
of industry which are not allowed to open. For those in 
financial difficulties. For those whose homes have been 
flooded in England and Wales. 

Tuesday: For University students & staff. For all teachers and pupils 
as they begin their studies at home. 

Wednesday: We pray for our care homes and especially their residents 
at Bothwell House, Hanover House, Carlingwark Care 
Home, Barlochan House Care Home, Munchies Park 
House, and Alma McFadyen Care Centre. For those at 
home who are dependent on carers and those who look 
after them. 

Thursday:   For our Governments and all in authority. 
Friday: Continue to pray for the American people and their new 

government. For those awaiting execution on death row. 
Saturday: For the Guidance of the Holy Spirit in our churches’ 

Mission as we live in times of great change. Pray for the 
mission of our church and our church family. 

 
Prayer Links 
This is a link to the Anglican Cycle of Prayer document which can be downloaded 
The Anglican Cycle of Prayer (2021 to 2023) (anglicancommunion.org) 
This is the link for the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer which can also be downloaded 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer - United Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway (anglican.org) 
 
Gospel Readings for wc 7th, February 
Sunday  Epiphany 5     Mark 1: 29-39 
Monday  feria      Mark 6: 53-56 
Tuesday  Teilo Bp     Jn 21: 15-17  
Wednesday  St. Scholastica    Lk 10: 38 42 
Thursday  feria      Mark 7: 24-30 
Friday   feria      Mark 7: 31-37 
Saturday  feria      Mark 8: 1-10 
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Calling for doubling the Scottish Child Payment to help low-income 
families survive 
1 in 4 children in Scotland are living in poverty. This means they lack necessities 
such as food, electricity, clothes, and even a bed to sleep in. 

• We know that increasing numbers of families across Scotland are struggling to 
make ends meet as child poverty rises. 

• Failure to act will result in a further rise in child poverty. 
• The economic impact of repeated lockdowns: many more families, who were 

managing to makes ends meet before, are now falling into the grip of hunger 
and despair. 

• Together we can change that for good 
Help us change the minds of our policy makers by signing our 
petition. 
  
People just like you are signing our petition, see some of their reasons here 
Sign our petition today 
 
Stewartry Food Banks 
Manager Sarah-Jane Allsopp. If you cannot attend tel: 07730 788 335 or  
email projects@castledouglas.info  and they will deliver to your door. 
 
Stewartry Food Bank, 198 King Street, Castle Douglas 
Open 12noon to 2pm Monday to Friday  
Stewartry Food Bank,24 High Street, Dalbeattie. 
If you need food, drop in Monday-Friday 12noon-2pm.  
 
 
Useful Contacts 
National COVID-19 Helpline  0800 111 4000  
For people who don’t have family or existing community support and can’t get 
online and who are over 70, disabled, require the support of mental health services, 
are pregnant or receive a flu jab for health reasons, will be directed to our 
dedicated local team who can offer essential assistance.  
NHS24 111 www.nhsinform.scot  
Emergency 999  
Doctor Out of Hours 111  
Dumfries and Galloway Council 030 33 33 3000 www.dumgal.gov.uk/SupportDG  
Business Support Helpline 01387 260280 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  
Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub 030 33 33 3001  
Social Work Out of Hours 01387 273660  
Third Sector Dumfries and Galloway 0300 303 8558  
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Dumfries and Galloway Citizens Advice Service 0300 303 4321 www.dagcas.org  
Samaritans 116 123  
SHOUT Text SHOUT to 85258 for free  
Scotland’s Domestic Abuse Helpline 0800 027 1234  
Age Scotland 0800 12 44 222 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  
Shelter Scotland 0808 800 444 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm  
LGBT Helpline Scotland 0300 123 2523  
Childline 0800 1111  
 
Food Train tel: 01556 288427 email: everything@thefoodtrain.co.uk  
(for food deliveries from local supermarkets) 
 
 
 
Dumfries & Galloway News Bulletin 
 
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/UKDGC/2021/02/05/file_attachments/1
685379/Community%20Newsletter%205%20February.pdf 
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Across 
2  Who wrote for them to make 

straight the paths for the Lord? 
5  Who was Simon's brother? 
7 

 
The man with what disobeyed 
Jesus and told others about his 
cure, after being healed ? 

9  What animal provided the 
material for John's clothes? 

11  What trade was Simon? 
12  What did John eat besides 

honey? 
 

Down 
1  Where did Jesus come from to 

be baptised? 
3  Who attended Jesus in the 

desert? 
4  What did Jesus go to do in a 

solitary place? 
6 

 
Who obeyed Jesus order to 
amaze those in the 
synagogue? (4,7) 

8  What river did the baptisms 
take place in? 

10  Who was the predicted 
messenger? 

 

 
Crossword (bible-crosswords.co.uk) 
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