
Pentecost 17 27th September 20 
Ezekiel 18: 1-4, 25-32, Psalm 25: 1-9, Philippians 2: 1-13 Matthew 21: 

23-32 
 
+ In the Name of the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit. 

 
 
If I asked you for your understanding of a Christian: a follower of Christ. 
What would you say? Who would you choose? 
 
St. Paul is helpful in his letter from prison to the Philippians: 
 
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others 
as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, 
but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus,  
         Phil 2: 3-5 
Would there be a sentence in the text that would particularly speak to 
you? 
 
For me, having the same mind as Jesus says it all. If we have the mind 
of Jesus our actions must surely be His actions! This is in stark contrast 
to our gospel story of ‘the man with two sons’ (Matt 21: 28-31). This 
passage, depending on which manuscript you read reverses the 
outcome for each son. Jesus allows the disciples to answer His question 
He does not answer it Himself. Instead Jesus talks about the 
untouchables in the society of His day! 
 
Our society seems to be riven with strong contrasting opinions and 
intolerance. The arguments appear to be creating a new class of 
untouchables or ensuring that those on the edges of our society remain 
so. You only need to look at social media or perhaps observe 
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unfortunate incidents in shops. I have also become increasingly aware of 
QAnon opinions coming to the fore. There was an interesting 
programme on BBC Radio 4 ‘Points of View’ with Sarah Dunant (a 
novelist, journalist and broadcaster) where she talked about facts losing 
their meaning https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000mlwl  and the 
widening social divisions in society. I am sure that we can all think of 
instances where facts have been blurred or we have read something 
that has not been properly referenced. As with the things of Faith, we 
need to check the authenticity of what we are reading or hearing. This is 
why the chief priests and elders were questioning Jesus in the Temple 
concerning His authority (Matt 21: 23). We already know that 
“everything” has been given Jesus “from my Father” (Matt 11: 27; cf 28: 
18) Perhaps we, with Jesus, need to find the stillness between the 
words. For it is in the Silence that we best perceive God. If we are 
correctly orientated towards God we will always know that we will point 
to the Truth because as St. Paul says ‘we have the mind of Christ’ Phil 
2: 5. The passage known as the ‘Judgement of the World’ Matthew 25: 
31-46 shows us how we should act and behave.  
  

Perhaps our society has too many sacred cows? 
Maybe you and I need to look seriously at our 
own sacred cows? Our views, our prejudices, and 
learn to be more open and willing to hear the 
other side of the story. We may not necessarily 
agree with what we hear, but as long as we are 
conformed to Christ, we will never harm others. 
We will be there for the weak, the poor, those that 
are in greatest need in society. Jesus will bind our 
wounds in His wounds. We will be bound to the 
life giving tree of life. 

 
Our journey through life can be likened to a pilgrimage. It is not a journey 
that needs to be hurried, as we rush to our destination. We must attend 
to the road that lays before us. We must have concern for the fragile, the 
weak that surround us – those persons, places, and countless things 
that accompany us as we proceed through this life. We are called to look 
after the interest of others, not ourselves. 

 
 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 
Jesus,  
     Phil 2: 5  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000mlwl

