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 “the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
‘Let anyone with ears listen!’    Matt 13: 43 

 
Have you noticed the difference when you come into the presence of a living 
saint, a holy person? It took many years for me to spot my first living saint, but 
as is so often the case, when you have spotted one it is easy to see another. 
We in our congregations are fortunate to be blessed with a number of these 
special people. Last week we celebrated the life of such a person. They 
wouldn’t have recognised it themselves, indeed they would probably have been 
highly embarrassed and corrected me. Yet their life made such a difference to 
others and they had a presence, even in death. 
 
On Monday night on BBC Radio 3 in a programme called Music Matters 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000kv61 there was an interesting 
discussion about how to promote classical music through the lens of 
education, economics and programming in the light of Covid-19, whilst looking 
at the question of diversity within the arts with a special emphasis on race and 
equality. This sounds really heavy, but please stay with me and perhaps even 
listen to the programme. We are living in age of huge realignment. The 
foundations of society are moving, and when society moves, we, as God’s 
people, need to be present. I do not mean with placards and banners, though 
some may feel called to this, but present in society as Church and ‘living saints’ 
showing that there is another way of life, a way that many have discovered 
during this period of lockdown. As we would have read in church today in the 
first lesson: “Is there any God besides me? There is no other rock;”1 You will have 
noticed how the news has changed recently, the talk is all about recession and 
unemployment. So many people have lost their livelihoods and companies that 
have been familiar household names have gone to the wall. We appear to be 
living in a world of extremes: rich or poor, our weather – hot or wet, political 
views… you will be familiar with them all. Everything appears black and white – 
there is no grey. It is as the psalmist says: “The arrogant rise up against me O 
God, and a violent band seek my life; they have not set you before their eyes.”2 As 
with classical music: the issue is not moving into the community, because we 
are part of the community! It is helping people to understand that the worship 
of God, and Jesus’ ‘Way’ are relevant to 21st century life. The key concerns of 
our age are God’s concerns. The difficulty is, perhaps, that they are not the 
Church’s concern. We appear to be bogged down with legislation (particularly 
now), with how we can safely worship, what we can and cannot do with our 

 
1 Isaiah 44: 8b 
2 Psalm 86: 14 
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buildings and with our administrative structures. Jesus’ message is simple: 
worship God and Love your neighbour3 
 

  
 
I wonder if our gospel this morning has a 
lesson for us? 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is the problem: In life you always try to sow good seed but inevitably 
things go wrong. Weeds. Tares. Darnell. All somehow manage to get into the 
good work we try and undertake. Could it be that Church is misunderstood in 
society and possibly that ‘The Church’ herself, has misunderstood Jesus’ 
message! There needs to be a realignment of Gospel values and principles 
because there will be no overnight quick fixes, as Matthew’s gospel teaches. 
For a farmer it must be unbearable to watch a crop grow that has weeds 
growing in it. A certain amount of self-control is required. As we read in the 
Letter to the Romans “we wait… with patience.”4 Accepting the differences and 
difficulties posed, lest we damage our work (Matt 13: 30). It will be at harvest 
time that the separation can take place. 
 
So where does that leave us today? The path ahead is not clear. We must walk 
slowly and carefully. We must hold on to the key values of our Faith and 
worship. In so doing, we must experiment with old and new ways of being 
church. We may find that we need a larger digital presence. The newsletter 
and our website have been very well received and perhaps there is more that 
we can do in this area. As you may have heard in the programme I referred to 
at the beginning. Our community, in our towns, know who we are and where 
we are. The problem is not about outreach. Our challenge is to connect with 
peoples’ lives in a meaningful way that makes Faith relevant to them. 
Mindfulness has stolen many of the Church’s clothes, but it cannot replace 
saintly people who live good and exemplary lives. We as Church need to 
reclaim that ground and own some of these ancient traditions as our own. The 
weeks, months and perhaps years ahead, are not going to be easy. We must 
wait for the harvest time by sowing plentifully now and be prepared to do 

 
3 Matt 22: 37-40 
4 Romans 8: 25b 
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things with a twist! Rather like the updating of the Marquis of Queensbury’s 
portrait that is to be found in the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Then at the end of our lives, people will hopefully say, of you and I, that we 
were saints too! 

 
“the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 

‘Let anyone with ears listen!’    Matt 13: 43 
 
 


