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‘Come drink! Eat! “without money and 

without price.”1 

 
This is God’s invitation to you and me: 
An invitation to delight in what you 
find. Everyone is invited, irrespective 
of their resources. Delight in God’s 
Creation! God’s gifts! Why run after 
things that do not satisfy? Perhaps we 
have recently learnt a new way of 

being and have realised how shallow our lives can be. It is this 
shallowness that leaves us desolate. So unplug yourself from the noise 
and worries of this life. Live in God’s world! In His Way – Rejoice! And 
Live! 
 
Helen, last week in her sermon, was referring to 
the kingdom of heaven, and our readings 
continue that theme this week. We could sum 
up this week’s gospel in one simple picture: 

 

 
The gospel illustrates how we should act when 
we believe resources to be limited. We discover 
in the parable of the five loaves and two fish, 
that we have the answers to hand, if only we act 
in the way that Jesus would. How this way of 
living would transform our world and our lives! 
 
The Letter to the Roman’s takes some careful 
reading. We find Paul disappointed that the Jews, despite their 
privileged position as God’s people, are not following in the Faith of 
Christ. This position of disappointment is perhaps one we feel most 
keenly, when family members and friends fail to comprehend the 
transformation which takes place in life through following Jesus Christ. 
His invitation is open to all, but how many of us truly take up His offer? 
We are talking about Salvation:  a healing, a bringing to health, a making 
whole and well. Salvation is not something that we do or participate in. It 
is something that God does to us. We just have to be. Perhaps, that is 
what is so difficult in the busy age we live in? We like to feel we are in 

 
1 Isaiah 55: 1f 
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control. Admitting that we need help, when we are foundering on the 
rocks of life, is a step too far. 
 
I am reminded of a story I once heard about a lifeguard who saw a man 
thrashing around in the water, looking as if he was drowning. The life 
guard ran into the sea and saved the man’s life by bringing him back to 
the safety of the beach. The man, who now resembled a beached whale, 
spewed forth copious amounts of water as he recovered. After sometime 
he recuperated sufficiently to stand up and tell the lifeguard that he 
hadn’t needed rescuing after all and ran back into the sea! Being 
rescued can make us look and feel foolish. We see that we have 
obviously made a mistake. Our rescuer or Saviour becomes the hero. 
Could this be why people do not want to be followers of Jesus? Perhaps 
we are content in the conceit that we can be self-sufficient. Yet, the 
example of the gospel parable, and the current pandemic, teaches us 
otherwise. We really do need each other!  
 
In working together for the kingdom, we need to have the Grace to 
accept what God is offering to us. We need to be open to the movement 
of the Holy Spirit, as new opportunities arise and as our lives and 
perspectives alter. The Covid-19 pandemic is bringing the possibility of a 
new beginning to our world. Things are having to be dealt with in a 
different way. Our lives, which perhaps felt steady and comfortable, may 
feel quite different as we greet each other with our masks or visors on. In 
all things, our readings teach us to have God like qualities. 
 

The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 
The Lord is loving to everyone 
and his compassion is over all his works.2 

 
Let us Pray: 
 
Lord God, with you nothing is impossible. Break down our resistance to 
your love and lead us forth into the freedom that belongs to your 
children. We ask this in the name of Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 

Come drink! Eat! “without money and without price.”3 

 
2 Ps 145: 8,9 
3 Isaiah 55: 1f 


