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Sermon for The Baptism of Christ. 10th January 2021 
 

Genesis 1: 1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19: 1-7; Mark 1: 4-11 
 

+In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 
 

Jesus’ baptism, depicted here by Sebastiano Ricci1, is a dramatic event. 
The picture is very dramatic as Heaven confirms Jesus as God’s Son. 
The artist, I feel, really wants to convey the significance of this event. 
The use of light, showering down from heaven on to the dove, which 
depicts the Holy Spirit,  accentuates the importance of what is taking 
place. We see cherubs and an angel watching this event. The angel 
holds a brilliant white robe, which we might call an alb. In the Orthodox 
Rite the garment of light symbolises that which Adam and Eve would 
have worn before their Fall from the Garden of Eden. The brightness of 
the garment symbolizes the cleansing of Sins we receive through 
Baptism. The Orthodox Rite continues "The servant of God, N., is 
clothed with the robe of righteousness; in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen." and the choir sings: "Vouchsafe 
unto me the robe of light, O Thou who clothest Thyself with light as with 
a garment, Christ our God, plenteous in mercy." A wonderous moment in 
the life of any believer! It marks the end of one journey and the 
beginning of a new pilgrimage in Faith.This all takes place just four 
verses in from the striking beginning of Mark’s Gospel, where we read  
 

 
1 https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/437457 A high definition copy of this picture is 
attached with the sermon. 

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/437457
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“The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” Mk 1: 1 

 
I sometimes wonder if we fail to convey the full significance of what is 
taking place in our modern baptisms. What do you feel about your 
baptism? Do you remember the event or was your Confirmation Service 
the significant moment in your Christian journey? 
 
Do you think the positioning of Jesus’ Baptism in our Lectionary is 
significant just after the visit of the Magi at Epiphany? What we often 
forget is this event takes place thirty years after Jesus birth. Over this 
period Jesus has been formed by His life with Mary and Joseph in 
Nazareth and the daily toil of a carpenter will be carved into His hand 
and body through hard labour. Jesus will fully understand the grind and 
grit of life, and the disappointments and joys that we face on a daily 
basis.Today however, all this changes, because with Jesus’ Baptism, 
His mission begins. This is confirmed by the words of God the Father: 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” Mk 1: 11 
Jesus’ preparation for baptism has obviously gone very well! 
 
Jesus’, after His baptism, confronts temptation in the wilderness before 
calling His disciples. Today marks the beginning of the making of a New 
Covenant between God and humankind. This is why Sebastiano Ricci’s 
picture is so dramatic. 
 
Our Methodist friends hold a special Covenant Service on the first 
Sunday of the year. It celebrates the Methodist devotion and 
discipleship, and their dedication to social justice. The service celebrates 
God’s gracious offering to Israel “I will be their God and they shall be my 
people.” Jeremiah 31: 31, 33. It is a service that makes you consider 
your relationship with God. How you live, by Grace, within this loving 
relationship with God. At the core of the service is this prayer: 
 
I am no longer my own but yours. 
Put me to what you will, rank me with whom you will; 
put me to doing, put me to suffering; 
let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, 
exalted for you, or brought low for you; 
let me be full, let me be empty, 
let me have all things, let me have nothing: 
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things 
to your pleasure and disposal. 
And now, glorious and blessèd God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
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you are mine and I am yours. 
And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.2 
 
Read through the prayer slowly, a line at a time.  
• What jumps out at you? 
• What would you find easy to say? 
• What would you find difficult to say?  
Think how it might apply to your life – the whole of your life.  
• What things might God be asking you to stop? 
• What might God be asking you to continue? 
• And what new things may God place in your life?  
 
Live in faith  
Write down your thoughts in a letter to yourself. You may want to end 
the letter with a reminder of these words of Jeremiah: 
‘I will be their God,’ says the Lord, ‘and they shall be my people.’  
Now put the letter in an envelope, seal it and address it to yourself (with 
a stamp).  
Give it to a trusted friend and ask them to post it to you in six months 
time. It will be an encouragement and a reminder of your commitment, 
the prayer you pray and your journey of discipleship with God. 3 
 
If God is committed to us, are we prepared to accept that as reality and 
commit ourselves in return to God? Even if we do choose to accept it, 
how can we manage to live out our commitment adequately, frail and 
human as we are? 
 
The New Testament suggests that as we join the group of those seeking 
to follow the way of Jesus, we respond to God's challenge with him and 
begin to share his relationship with God as Father. Within the group of 
disciples, this leads to his Spirit bubbling up in us as individuals, 
encouraging and enabling us to live out our side of the relationship.4 
 
Jesus’ Baptism is a significant event in Jesus’ life and Mark’s Gospel – 
how do you respond? 

 
2https://www.rootsontheweb.com/content/PDFs/346041/Methodist_Covenant_Prayer_study.pdf  
Methodist Worship Book, page 290. 

© 1999 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes. Used with permission.  
 
3 Taken from 
https://www.rootsontheweb.com/content/PDFs/346041/Methodist_Covenant_Prayer_study.pdf  
4 https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/what-is-distinctive-about-methodism/a-
covenant-with-god/the-covenant-service/  
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