
Wednesday in Holy Week 
 
PeWeU·V Denial 
Read: Matthew 26 v 31 ² 35, 69 ² 75 
Then JeVXV Vaid WR Whem, ¶YRX Zill all becRme 
deserters because of me this night; for it is 
written, ´I Zill VWUike Whe VheSheUd, and the sheep 
of the flock will be VcaWWeUed.µ 32But after I am 
UaiVed XS, I Zill gR ahead Rf \RX WR Galilee.· 33PeWeU Vaid WR him, ¶ThRXgh all 
becRme deVeUWeUV becaXVe Rf \RX, I Zill neYeU deVeUW \RX.· 34Jesus said to him, 
¶TUXl\ I Well \RX, WhiV YeU\ nighW, befRUe the cock crows, you will deny me three 
WimeV.· 35PeWeU Vaid WR him, ¶EYen WhRXgh I mXVW die ZiWh \RX, I Zill nRW den\ \RX.· 
And so said all the disciples. 
69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and 
Vaid, ¶YRX alVR ZeUe ZiWh JeVXV Whe Galilean.· 70But he denied it before all of 
Whem, Va\ing, ¶I dR nRW knRZ ZhaW \RX aUe Walking abRXW.· 71When he went out to 
the porch, another servant-giUl VaZ him, and Vhe Vaid WR Whe b\VWandeUV, ¶ThiV 
man ZaV ZiWh JeVXV Rf Na]aUeWh.· 72Again he denied iW ZiWh an RaWh, ¶I dR nRW 
knRZ Whe man.· 73After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, 
¶CeUWainl\ \RX aUe alVR Rne Rf Whem, fRU \RXU accenW beWUa\V \RX.· 74Then he 
began to curse, and he VZRUe an RaWh, ¶I dR nRW knRZ Whe man!· AW WhaW 
moment the cock crowed. 75Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: 
¶BefRUe Whe cRck cURZV, \RX Zill den\ me WhUee WimeV.· And he ZenW RXW and 
wept bitterly. 
Reflection: 
It had been quite a day for Peter: 

it began when Jesus had sent him off with John to find a young man 
carrying a water jar so that they could make the arrangements for 
the Passover meal. 
then there had been the meal itself, with several unusual things 
happening: Jesus washing their feet; that strange bit with the bread 
and the wine, Jesus saying they were his body and blood; Jesus 
shocking them all by saying that one of them was going to betray 
him; the worst bit was when Jesus said that Peter would deny him, 
WhaW hXUW, JeVXV didn·W WUXVW him«  

 
Zell he·d WhRXghW it was the worst bit but it was overtaken by the 
VhRck and Whe cRnfXViRn Rf JeVXV· aUUeVW, PeWeU had WUied WR defend 
him bXW JeVXV had VWRSSed him, he·d fRllRZed Whem WhRXgh. 

 
Now, here he is bewildered and frightened with the adrenalin still running 
through him, ViWWing in Whe cRXUW\aUd WR Whe high SUieVW·V hRXVe, in Whe cURZd 
near the fire, he can see Jesus across the courtyard surrounded by people 
mocking him, hitting him, spitting at him, abusing him. 



Peter watches wanting Jesus to do something, say something, wanting to 
do or say something himself but unsure what he could say or do, shivering 
despite the fire. 
 
Then, one of the girls who has been watching him comes over and says, 
¶YRX·Ue Rne Rf hiV SeRSle aUen·W \RX, I·Ye Veen \RX ZiWh him· 
heart racing PeWeU inVWincWiYel\ VhUinkV back ¶NR, nR I dRn·W knRZ him· 
LaWeU anRWheU VeUYanW giUl challengeV him, ¶YRX·Ye been ZiWh him, I VaZ 
\RX· and again PeWeU denieV iW, ¶DRn·W knRZ ZhaW \RX mean, I dRn·W knRZ 
him· 
LaWeU cRmeV a WhiUd challenge, ¶YRX·Ue a Galilean, \RX mXVW knRZ him·, 
and fRU Whe WhiUd Wime, ¶I dRn·W knRZ ZhaW \RX·Ue Walking abRXW, I dRn·W 
knRZ him·. 
Then Whe cRck cURZV«  
Jesus turns around and looks straight at Peter, all the horror and the pain of 
the night crash down on Peter as he remembers what Jesus had said and 
UealiVeV WhaW iW haV haSSened e[acWl\ aV he·d SUedicWed. 
WhaW ZRXld \RX haYe dRne if \RX·d been WheUe WhaW nighW? NRne Rf \RXU 
fUiendV aSSeaU WR be WheUe, \RX·Ue alRne, fUighWened and beZildeUed. I·m 
fairly sure that I would have re-acted the same way as Peter and denied 
knowing Jesus. 
 
I have never been in such an intense, frightening and potentially deadly 
situation, many people have. Hundreds of the early Christians died 
becaXVe Whe\ ZRXldn·W den\ JeVXV, WhRXVandV acURVV Whe world still live in 
places where it is dangerous to admit to knowing him. Through the years I 
have often not spoken up when I knew something was wrong, not said 
an\Whing Zhen I·Ye been ZiWh a gURXS Rf SeRSle ZhR ZeUe cRmSlaining 
abRXW ¶The ChXUch· RU abRut Christians in general. Each time was a denial 
Rf JeVXV, I·Ye nRWched XS a lRW mRUe Whan WhRVe WhUee denialV b\ PeWeU. 
You and I though would probably not be here as Christians if people with 
Whe cRXUage WR VWand XS and Va\ ¶I knRZ JeVXV· had nRW lefW Wheir homes 
and travelled to our country to tell a warrior people about him. Their faith 
and their courage changed the faith and the history of this country.  
 
Jesus had accepted his arrest, the mocking and abuse, now he stands 
before the council of elders, chief priests and scribes, he gives them 
nothing to condemn him with but they do it anyway. He knows exactly 
what he is facing.  
 
Can we continue to keep ducking our heads, saying nothing, denying 
Jesus and all that he went through for our sake?  
 

Helen Evans 


