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Services at Christ Church (unless otherwise stated)

December
6th Second Sunday of Advent 8.30 a.m. Holy Communion
10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist
13thThird Sunday of Advent  10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist
20thFourth Sunday of Advent 10.30 a.m. Carol Service & Holy Communion
6.30 p.m. Candlelight Carol Service at Dalbeattie Parish Church
7.00pm. [/ F N2t {SNBAOS |0 {d bAYALY
24thChristmas Eve 400pm. / KNRAGAY3AES { SNIBAOS
10.00 p.m.  First Eucharist of Christmas
11.30p.m. CANRBRUO 9dzOKI NR&ad 27F [/ KN
25thChristmas Day 10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist

11.00am. ClF YAf& {SNBAOS |4 {i
12.00noon | 2t & [/ 2YYdzyA2y |0 {0
26th St Stephen the Martyr 10.15am. | 2t & [/ 2YYdzyA2y |0 {4

27th St John the Evangelist 10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist

28thThe Holy Innocents 10.15a.m. Holy Communion (Reserved Sacrament)
January
3rd Second Sunday after Christmas 8.30 a.m.  Holy Communion

10.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist
10th First Sunday after the Epiphany 10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist
17thSecond Sunday after the Epiphany 10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist
18th Start of theWeek of Prayer for Christian Unity details to follow
24thThird Sunday after the Epiphany 10.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist
25thEnd of theWeek of Prayer for Christian Unity details to follow
31stFourth Sunday after the Epiphany 10.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist

Midweek Service Thursdayl0.00 a.m. Holy Communion

There is a service ¢foly Communiorat 8.30 a.m.on thefirst Sundayof the month
at Christ Churcland a servicevery Sundayt St Ninian's, Castle Douglas

Munches Park Care Home, Dalbeattie = Ecumenical Service 2.00 p.m.

Third Sunday in the month All Welcome

The Gift of Happinesévette Jane

Consider reducing your intake of negative news. Politics, wars and economic fluc
can be overwhelming and gloomy so, without disconnecting altogether, rememb
a break from the Internet, TV and radio.



A messafyem our PrigstCharge the Revd Canon David Bayne

Lo ik

As one ecclesiastical year gives way to another on Advent Sunday, it wouletdie edky

to give way to despair over the terrible events of the weeks and months just past and ovel
the prospects for humanity in the year to come. The waves of refugees rolling over Europ
and SouthEast Asia; the growing interference of the great powers in the desperate,-multi
faceted conflict in Syria/lraq; the increasingly sadistic and nihilistic terrorist attacks around
the world; the sense of frustrated futility in democratic politics; the evidence of strains of
antibiotic-resistant bacteria; the exploding human populatierthese and many other
negative factors combine to make the outlook as bleak as any | can remember. Itis easy
see why millenarian Christians are expecting the Apocalypse or the Rapture on a dalil
basis. And it isn't even safe (apparently) for the rest of us to console ourselves with :
bacon sarnie or a sausage roll!

Yet, into the darkening year and the darkening mood, in 2015 as in every year, steal
the Advent hope the coming Christ. A hope heralded by the lighting of a single candle on
Advent Sunday and whose fulfilment begins each Christmas Midnight with the-spine
GAY3ItAYy3 RSOfFNIOGA2Y AY (GKS LINBf 23dzS (2
0KS $2NIRX aFlyR (GKS RINJySaa KIFa ySOSNI
metaphor but, for us, it is living truth: that God became a human being in Jesus to lead u
out of the darkness of the human condition by that unconquerable light. The light of
Christ, but the dim, warm glow from a stable for now, grows into the Light of the World in
his teaching and example, dazzles the senses at the Resurrection, and ultimately burs
into flames of fire at Pentecost, when we, his followers, are commissioned to take his light
into all the world.

LO A& GKIFIO K2LISsE 2F | KdzYlFyAade SyfAIKi
the world - a hope constantly seeking progress in the accumulation of acts of love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, faithfulness, that St. Paul called the fruits of the Spirit. Like th
forests of candles we have witnessed in Paris in recent days: individually, mere points c
light, but together, banishing the darkness. | am reminded of the last stanza of A.H
[ £ 2deA{KIO® Y20 GKS &aGNHZA3IES yIFdaAKG | gF At Sh

And not by eastern windows only,
When daylight comes, comes in the light;
In front the sun climbs slow, how slowly!

But westward, look, the land is bright!

May this Advent bring you hope, and Christmas bring you joy, in the light of Jesus Chri
our Lord. y
Please turn to page 9 for details about the Advehn,.

A%W/éf Studies Course Canon Bayne is holding at [Bt*
Niniands i n December.




A messafyem our Honorary Assistant Priest, the Revd. Mark RS Smitt
Happy Advent to all our readers !
| RSy i Aa GKS GAYS €SIFRAY3 dzLJ G2 / KNRaG®
to Christmas EveNOT from the day after Bonfire Night to Christmas Eve as per the
supermarket calendar. (Nor does Easter start on Boxing Day.)

| RGSYy G YSIya WO2YAYy3AQ FyR F2NJ OSy i dzNR &
GAYS 2F LINBLINYGAZ2Y F2NJ GKS o6A3 OSft SoNI
publicity and a lower profile !

Advent highlights the threglimensional nature of our faith:

1. Jesus came down at Christmas for YOU.

2. Jesus wants to come into YOUR life today.

3. Jesus will come again on the Last Day and wants YOU to be ready.

In our Service of Lessons and Carols, our Christmas Eve Communion, our Christmas I
worship and our regular Sunday Services, we will learn together the truth about the baby
borntodieci KS Y2aid LINBOA2dza [/ KNRAadGYlra 3IATFOL |
WS&dza Aa UKS NBFazy FT2NJ GKS asSlkrazy X 0 dz
Will the Chris{chin bg integral to your celebrations this year? ] X
hKX o06é U0UKS gleée X | ILJJ¥ [/ KNAAUYlIAa O06KSY

May God Bless you

Edith Thorp, Lay Representative reports that:

The AGM of the Galloway Regional Council was preceded by the Celebration of th
Eucharist. The President was the incoming Chair, the Revd John Macleod (Annande
Group); the preacher Bishop Gregor spoke about Saint Margaret of Scotland anc
Sainthood.

After an excellent repast, the Bishop addressed the Council. He had been invited t
speak aboutthe place and function of Regional Councils within the Diocesan
Constitution® a4 GKAA G2LAO Aa adAtt Ay GKS |
Group, he was not able to talk about it. He did, however, give a talk that he had given to «
Roman Catholic gathering at the time of the celebrations for St John Ogilvie at the
beginning of the year and how he, as an Anglican, saw how Pope John Paul Il ar
subsequent Popes were involved in ecumenism. Vatican Il was part of this process, and |
commented that the present Pope was listening to his people and allowing comments, that
might be construed as dissension, to be heard and listened to, and so enabling a wide
understanding of the Christian faith today, which could help in the ecumenical dialogue.



AGM business Appointments Chair, Revd John MacLeod; Vice Chair, Mr David Rose
(Lockerbie). The Treasurer reported £98.99 to hand; signatories to remain as Iis
I LILJSE AOF GA2Y F2NJ AN yaGaT [201SNDBASQa | LI
granted. Various events were publicised. Reports from Charges, received. The Janue
YSSUGAYy3 Aa G2 o6S Fad {0 bAYAlLyQa |0 f dzyOK

¢CKS /2dzyOAftQa FddGdSydAazy ol a RNIgy G2
NHS/Social Services organisation/provision, and there was urgent need for awareness
these changes. Information could be accessed through the library or the surgery on thes
proposals and comments be made on them.

A long but enjoyable meeting.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

The Annual General Meeting of the Christ Church Congregation was held in Church on
Sunday, 22nd November during the 10.30 a.m. service of Sung Eucharist.

During his sermon Canon Bayne told the Congregation that the watchword for the nexi
year should be&Christ is King.Christ is our King not only in the past or for the future but for
the here and now.

CKS YIAY LRAYyOGa FTNRBY (GKS wSOG2NXa NBLR NI

o He thanked each one of us for our faithfulness.

o He advised of the Revd Mark Smith appointment as a-8kgrendiary Minster (NSM),
Mark will be primarily responsible for the pastoral care of the Congregation of Christ
Church. Canon Bayne responsible for the administrative work of our charge.

o The Tower, as we all know, has been the main problem during the last year. The plar
have been passed subject to two bat surveys; the first one has been carried out (nc
bats); the second one will be carried out in the spring. Providing there are no bats the
plans for the work will be drawn up and put out to tender. It is estimated that the
work will cost in the region of £30K. Grants for funding will be sought.

o C¢CKFyla oSNBFP IAGSYy (G2 Ittt OGKS LIS2LI S 4K
0KS NRIRQ®

Main points from the Reports from the Office Bearers and Congregational Groups

o Protection of Vulnerable Groupsthe training event planned for November had to be
cancelled, it is planned that it be rescheduled in the spring of 2016.

o DNRBRgAY3I 6A0K D2 R BighoD GegorSwillavisit in MarchN20H6 to
review Year 2. Edith Thorp asked that we think about how we wish to go forward with
targets for Year 3.

o Link Visiting Canon Bayne and the Revd Beryl Scott to discuss the best way ahea
for this.

o Dalbeattie Hard of Hearing Grougenny Edkins reported that she has been invited to
the Munches Care Home to assist the residents in situ.

Please turn to the back cover to note the changes to the holders of the various posts.



HARVEST FESTIVAL 2015

Our Harvest Festival was held on the 4th October; as last year donations were asked fc
GKS {GSé6FNINEB C22R . lylo® 2S gSNB RSt A
from the wider community joined us for what was an inspiring Service.

There is a box at the back of the Church every week for donations for this worthy
cause.

¢CKS F2ff26Ay3 Aa |y dzLJRFGS FTNRY (KS 6Soa

dThanks to your generosity we now have plenty of all basic items needed for food
parcels. However last year we provided 35 Christmas Parcels, so perhaps you coulc
O2yAARSNJ GKAA AYy GKS R2ylFdA2ya Ay GKS O2

' ¢ @ REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY & @ @

Muriel Palmer reports AtChrist Churchthe Remembrance part of the servicew a s

led by the Revd Beryl Scott; the Revd Richard Stephens led the Intercessions and the Re
Mark Smith was the celebrant at the Eucharist. Mr George Sims played the last post an
reveille.

This year Nicholas and | decided to attend the Remembrance Service at Dalbeatti
Parish Church; this was because we wanted to be in the same church as the British Legi
Scotland and the Dalbeattie Uniformed organisations. Mr Brian Woodburn as Chaplain t
the Sea Cadets was with the Sea Cadets at the Parish Church. It took us back to the me
Remembrance services we have attended in England; especially those at Holy Trinity, Mu
Wenlock.

In spite of the horrendous weather, about 70 people as well as the Legion and
uniformed organisations, attended the Service of Remembrance at the War Memarial in
Colliston Park. Mr George Sims was in action again, after the service | mentioned th
weather, George told me it was not the worst weather he had played in; many years ago ir
Southport there were hailstones!!

| | The Kohima Epitaph

When you go home,

éj ufﬂ(/) Tell them of us and say,

For your tomorrow,
We gave our today.



http://www.capestfrancis.ca/news_details.php?id=13

|l n the | ast magazine when | wr ot e
WW?2 | invited stories from readers of the magazir@eoff Greenwooldas
written a short account of his father's time with t6hindits MP

MY DAD AND THE CHINDITS

During WW2 my dad, John Nicholson Greenwood, was in the second battalionYofAthe 3 Q «
Own Royal Regimentvho were used to make part of the guerrilla unit known as the
Chinditsled by Brigadier Wingate. Quite a change from being a wintleaner in
Bradford! The name comes from a mythical beast which guarded the temples. Wher
Japan invaded Burma, then part of the British Empire, it was decided in 1942 to use th
Chindits to disrupt enemy movements and communication from behind enemy lines. As
the main war effort was still in Europe, the unit was limited in resources and used a lot of
older troops. My father was 27 in 1942, but was Al fit in army terms. So after training in
the south of England the unit was sent to Burma.

The Chindits operated under arduous conditions including swamps, jungles anc
mountains. Troops, supplies and donkeys were dropped in the jungle by glider. Casual
rates were high, not just from enemy fire. My father had four bouts of malaria and
hepatitis. Donkeys were the only practical way of carrying kit and artillery in the jungle.
Dad said his best friend was his donkey, so he looked after it! There were no luxuries in th
jungle and | remember one photo of him looking like a hippy, tanned with long hair and a
beard. He mentioned one occasion when they were marching through a clearing in the

2dzy3t S GKSeée alg | 61 yRSNAYy3I @23A gK2 2
Whoever he was, he made an impression on my dad.
a@ FlIOKSNI RARyQG aGlr€1 | €284 loz2dzi GKS

Rangoon. The gory bits, like the horrible traps set by the Japanese, usually involvin
AKFNLISYSR o0FlYoz22 YR 0KS ydzYoSNI 2F SySy
once (so | am told ) send a bunch of green bananas home to Mum and my older brothe
but they were a brown mush when they arrived!

By April 1945 the Allies had driven the Japanese out of
Burma and talks about Burmese independence started soon
I F4 SN CKS / KAYRAOQA LI NI Ay
Dad did his bit. | was part of the pesar baby boom, born in
1946. | obviously owe a lot to my Dad but | am interested in
yoga, tan easily and | like bananas!
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The Revd Mark Smith has written this report on the conference Fill Th

In October this year Debbie & Mark Smith and Sue Thomas were able to
attend a day conference on Church Growth led by Ven. Bob Jacksor
JOFTNRY UGUKS / SYUuNB T2NJ/ KdzZNOK DNER ¢
{0 {AflaQ / KdzZNOK> Dfl a3z2go

This was facilitated by the Dioces@&fiNGs Development Teano
L help explore the ways in which churches grow and to encourage
congregations to find how God wants them to grow today.
" Bob Jacks A good number attended from a variety of congregations, all
hoping for insights into their own particular scenario.

Church growth covers three main aspegtslumbers, Spirituality, Vitality. Over three
sessions Bob Jackson highlighted seven factors which are helping churches grow today:

0 A o :

. Intention to Grow ¢ recognising that we are a Missionary Church reaching out to an
essentially norChristian culture rather than the mainstream dragging people along.

. Training to Growg learning about how to share the Good News with our neighbours
and wider communities (Clergy and Lay together).

« Leading to Growg working out the most suitable models of ministry to facilitate
D2RQ&a LIJS2LJX S aKIFINAYy3 (KS D22R bSsaod

. Families¢ the major growth area in many differing contexts as faith learnt during
childhood and young adulthood seems to become altifeg commitment.

« Inviting & Welcoming¢ having the confidence to invite friends to Church events/
services and know that they will receive a genuine welcome into the fellowship.

. Planting to Grow¢ new ventures in the wider community outwith the reach of the
current church.

. Changing to Growg the crux of the matter as churches that make changes or go
through change are most likely to experience growth.

Through various statistics and studies, Bob Jackson was able to focus on these key are
which have shown to be powerful factors in Church Growth. Pointers to help us find out
where God is at work and join is. Guides to what the Spirit is up to and to help us get i
step with His work.

We hope to be able to make a more detailed presentation about the conference in
the New Year to the Vestry and Congregation.

It is often said that growth is one of the signs of gfehis is true for the Church too.

The most important question for usdo we want to grow as a church?



On the 26th September this yedRevd Richard Stephengeached the magnificent

milestone ofbeing a priest for 50 yearsA buffet lunch was held 10 years ago to mark his

nniK ''YYABSNEF NBO® {2 YILe06S Ay wmn &St Na
On the 11th October after our church service more than 30 people gathered in the

/| KdZNOK 1 Fff G2 YIFEIN)] GKAA AAIYATFAOFYG YAf

said Grace before we enjoyed a splendid buffet catered foCaierbirds a cake to mark

the occasion was made by a member of the congregation.

Thanks to Llyn & Billy Glendinning for the photo of
Richard & Helen cutting the cake.

| St Sy Qa dm»oIwE Yieid an' up wi yer paws. And thank the guid Lord
gedin ye | aws. Amen. 0

Before the official cutting of the cake, our Lay Chair, Dr Keith Dennison, said a few worc
 62dzi wAOKI NRQa aSNWBAOS (2 020K / KNwxad |/

Helen has shared another prayer that she used a long, long time ago in a magazine
thought was rather good and thought might bear repeating somé&itibe a r Lor d,

us less like statues, stuck in one position, looking in one direction, posing with hearts of
stone. Make us more like seagulls, always on the move, examining problems|from a
viewpoints, and actively targeting spl uf

Advent Studies: Canon David Bayne is to give a series of three illustrated explorations of some
of the Saints whose Feast Days fall during Advent, at 2.00pm on Wednesdays:

December 2ndn the Hall The Apostles St Andrew and St Thomas
December 9thn the Hall The Teachers St Clement of Alexandria and St Ambrose of Milan
December 16thn ChurchThe Pastors St Nicholas of Myra and St Francis Xavier



